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As cash-strapped council looks for savings... 

Seven libraries may 
close if major review 
adopted by borough 


A comprehensive 
review of libraries 
in Bridgend county 
borough could see 
seven branches 
closed down. 

They will mainly be in 
the valleys, with the 
existing branches in 
Ogmore Vale, 

Nantymoel, Betws, 
Blaengarw and 

Pontycymer facing the 
axe and being replaced 
by two new libraries - 
one in each valley. 

The cabinet has not 
yet discussed any recom¬ 
mendations or made any 
decisions. 

A report to the health 
and well being scrutiny 
committee last week 
heard that the review will 
be discussed at the 
March meeting of the 
cabinet. 

The review states that 
with council finances 
under increasing pres¬ 
sure, it sought ways of 
delivering a high quality 
service more efficiently. 

Although the council 
is 17th in the league table 
of 22 Welsh local author¬ 
ities in terms of the 
amount of money it 
spends per head of popu¬ 
lation on the library serv¬ 
ice, the review identified 
some areas of inefficien¬ 
cy where savings could 
be made. 

The review states that 


the last major library 
development which took 
place was in 1976, when 
the new library was built 
in Aberkenfig. 

Despite a clear need to 
improve libraries in the 
three main towns of 
Bridgend, Maesteg and 
Porthcawl during the 
period when Mid 
Glamorgan County 
Council ran services 
(1974 to 1996), little 
progress was made. 

The report says that 
improvements have been 
opportunistic rather than 
planned, with European 
funding enabling the 
council to create the Life 
Centres, which are joint 
library and leisure cen¬ 
tres, in Ogmore Vale and 
Pyle and to a lesser 
extent in Betws and Sam. 

However, none of 
these libraries had been 
included in any long term 
development plans. 

The recent decision to 
increase facilities in 
Maesteg by creating a 
reference library at the 
Sports Centre is 
described in the review 
as “an operationally 
unsatisfactory split-site 
model.” 

The review goes on: 
“Not only has major cap¬ 
ital investment in 
libraries been lacking 
over the last 40 years, but 
building maintenance 
budgets have also been 


REPORT 
by JAYNE 
ISAAC 

inadequate to maintain 
the infrastmcture in good 
order,” 

The amount available 
each year since 1996 per 
building has averaged 
£4,000. There is a back¬ 
log of work on buildings 
estimated at more than 
£lm. 

The report states that 
the existing library provi¬ 
sion in the borough can¬ 
not be maintained within 
budgets. 

“Assessment against 
the Welsh Public Library 
Standards shows that 
there are too many 
libraries - up to seven 
could be closed while 
still meeting the stan¬ 
dards for travel distance 
to service points.” 

Ironically, even with 
this overprovision of 
buildings, library provi¬ 
sion falls far short of the 
floor space required per 
1,000 population. 

The main cause of this 
is the inadequacy of the 
libraries in both 
Bridgend and Porthcawl, 
which should be three to 
four times larger. 

The smaller libraries 
spread around the bor¬ 
ough have been found to 
be the worst performing 


- rating low in both cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction and 
cost effectiveness when 
measured by the cost-per 
book issue comparison. 

The most successful 
libraries are those that 
are also fittest for pur¬ 
pose - like Pyle which 
has extended opening 
hours because it is part of 
the Life Centre. 

It is now third in the 
book issuing table - up 
from sixth - while the 
town centre library in 
Maesteg dropped 

between 2000 and 2009 
from third to sixth. 

The report goes on: 
“The review shows that 
the library service has 
too many service points 
in relation to its budget. 
The operation of small, 
poorly patronised 

libraries is expensive in 
staffing and results in a 
poor return on book 
stock investment in terms 
of loans. Their commu¬ 
nities would in most 
cases be adequately 
served by mobile library 
provision.” 

Apart from libraries in 
the three main towns, the 
service has branches in 
Pyle, Pencoed, 

Aberkenfig, Sarn, 
Pontycymer, Blaengarw, 
Betws, Ogmore Vale, 
Nantymoel and Caerau. 

The service also runs 
the library in Parc Prison, 
the mobile library service 


and the Booklink service 
to the housebound. 

Under an ideal sce¬ 
nario included in the 
report, the library at 
Bridgend would increase 
to a Category 1 - the 
largest size of more than 
1,000 sq metres. 

(As reported in The 
GEM last week, the 
council is considering 
moving the library to 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre, along with the 
reference library now at 
Coed Parc). 

Porthcawl and 

Maesteg would both 
improve to category 2 or 
3 - which is provision of 
between 500 to 750 sq 
metres. 

Pyle and Pencoed 
would remain as they are 
but a new Valleys 
Gateway library would 
replace Aberkenfig and 
Sarn. The Garw Valley 
would also get one 
library instead of the 
present three, and the 
Ogmore would have one 
instead of two. Caerau 
would disappear and the 
mobile library service 
would be extended to 
cover more communities. 

This scenario, if 
implemented, could see 
the closure of seven or 
eight branches and their 
replacement with three 
new ones - a net loss of 
five branch libraries. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Sham pan 


Finest Indian 
Restaurant 
& Take-away 


Sandy Bay camper 
van row erupts in 
the town council 


A ROW has bro¬ 
ken out at 
Porthcawl Town 
Council over the 
Sandy Bay caravan 
park. 

Members were con¬ 
sidering a report due to 
go before borough coun¬ 
cillors this week into 
proposals to set up a 
camper van site in 
Porthcawl. 

When the original 
report was published last 
year, there was an outcry 
in Porthcawl, because 
officers were recom¬ 
mending that Rest Bay 
be used. 

The town council and 
other groups opposed the 
scheme, arguing that 
Rest Bay was too far 
from the shops and other 
facilities in town. 

They proposed that 
Sandy Bay be used 
instead, as it had been a 
touring caravan and 
camper van site for many 
years prior to its closure 
in 2000. 

A task group was set 
up by the Rest Bay man¬ 
agement group, which 
consisted of borough 
officers, Porthcawl town 
councillors, and repre¬ 
sentatives of Rest Bay 
Lifeguards. 

It discovered that the 
clubs set up for 
motorhome owners and 
caravanners were defi¬ 
nite about what was 
required. 

They said that mem¬ 
bers wanted locations 
that were within easy 
reach of town centre 
facilities. They want to 
be close to shops, restau¬ 


rants, entertainment ven¬ 
ues and other attractions. 

The group also inves¬ 
tigated existing private 
sites and found that there 
was a very high occupan¬ 
cy rate, with many fully 
booked in high season. 

When the group inves¬ 
tigated what other coun¬ 
cils were doing, they 
found that Powys and 
Anglesey provide spaces 
in their town centres for 
camper vans, with 
English resorts like 
Tintagel, Brighton and 
Bournemouth also hav¬ 
ing town centre spaces. 
They have to use existing 
public toilet provision. 

SECURE 

The group found that 
the Rest Bay car park 
could not accommodate 
the larger camper vans 
and that the site did not 
fit the location require¬ 
ments, as it was a sub¬ 
stantial distance from 
town centre facilities. 

The report states that 
in its favour, Rest Bay 
would provide a long¬ 
term secure location 
adjacent to existing 
manned facilities, thus 


minimising operating 
costs. But against it is the 
fact that it is a relatively 
remote site, with access 
times limited to car park 
opening hours and would 
need continual media 
promotion regarding its 
location. 

The report concludes 
that a “no frills” short 
stopover parking area for 
camper vans could be 
developed at Hillsboro 
Place car park, and also 
Sandy Bay as a pilot 
scheme. 

Labour member John 
Bunker said that the 
report was a waste of 
public money. He said: 
“The previous regenera¬ 
tion strategy made provi¬ 
sion for camper vans and 
caravans at Sandy Bay 
but the Rainbow Alliance 
(which was in power 
from 2004 to 2008) 
changed that decision so 
that 1,250 houses could 
be built there. 

“That excluded Sandy 
Bay for camper vans and 
caravans.” 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 14) 



FANTASTIC OFFERS! Back by popular demand... 


New EARLY BIRD Special 

4 Course Meal 

°"'y £7.95 


BOTH 

OFFERS 

include: 

Papadom, 

chutney, 


WEDNESDAY 

SPECIAL 

5 Course Meal 

°"'y £8.95 


Pilau rice or 5.30 pm - II .00 pm 
Naan Bread (excludes drinks) 

Friday and Saturday General Menu 


per person chutney, on|y fB OC 

Available every week Monday, cf-aH-er fanvl ' * ** 

Tuesday & Thursday starter (any), per person 

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm mam ais nes Our mid week saver 

Offer includes ( an Y)> served all evening 

FREE glass of house wine/ Pilau rice Or 5.30 pm - I 1.00 pm 

soft drink (dine-in only) Naan Bread (excludes drinks) 

PLUS Friday and Saturday General Menu 

LUNCHTIME SPECIAL 

2 Courses only £4.95 Food Hygiene Rated Scores* on the doors 

(Mon - Sat) *Food standards Agency Supported Scheme 

H Now Booking 


SPECIAL SUNDAY BUFFET 

22 different dishes 

Service from 12 noon -1 Opm 
Menu changes weekly 

Only £7.95 Children £4.95 
Eat as much as you like - 
Children under 6 years eat free 
NORMAL MENU ALSO AVAILABLE 



Small or large projects 

• Gas, heating 

• Breakdowns 

• Boilers, servicing 

• Bathrooms 

• Kitchens 
•Tiling 


Now Booking 

MOTHER’S 




LIMITED OFFERS!! 

FREE standard fitting when you 
buy your bathroom from us. 

20% off boiler installation with this ad. 
References Available. All work guaranteed j 

CUT THE COST NOT THE QUALITY 


_ 14th March 

S 01446 771682 or 01446 774590 70 Eastgate,COWBRIDGE 
Now open Mon - Sat: 12 noon - 2.30pm. Sunday Buffet 12 noon - I Opm 
OPEN 7 DAYS: 5.30pm - 11.30pm including Bank Holidays 


Call: Russ 07967 245121 or 
Glyn 07980 051912 

GASWISE and G.M.T. Bathrooms in partnership 


TRAVELLA 


MENSWEAR & 
LADIES FASHIONS 


WINTER 

SALE 

BARGMNS 

FINAL 

REDUCTIONS 


(We are not closing) 

STOCK 

CLEARANCE 


145 Commercial Street, 
MAESTEG 

E3 Tel: 01656 733496 ED 
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CYCLEWAY 
PLANNED 
FOR LLYNFI 
VALLEY 



A similar project to the one planned 
in the Llynfi Valley. 

AS previously • Northern end of the 
reported in The footbridge over the 
GEM, a new cycle- Llynfi where the existing 
way is being cycle route from Caerau 
planned along the to Nantyffyllon ends. 
Llynfi Valley, and The projects, run by 
three areas are to be Bridgend County 
landscaped to make Borough Council in part- 
gateways’. nership with Sustrans 

These are: and the Welsh Assembly 

• South of Caerau Government, are funded 
Primary School, where by the European regional 

Ttoice tPathj ° inSEVanS develo P ment fund and 

Walking route from the Welsh Assembly 
Cwrt Y Mwnws and Government western val- 
Castle Street to Maesteg leys strategic regenera- 
Comprehensive School, tion area. 


Extra funding 
is sought for 
skateboard park 

THE new Skateboard Park being planned 
in Bridgend will cost £170,000, Bridgend 
Town Council has been told. 

It is a joint project with BCBC and Laleston 
Community Council. The new park will be a Phase 
1 project and would be suitable for competitions, 
outclassing surrounding skateboard parks in the 
area. 

BCBC is providing £70,000 of the funding with 
£30,000 from both Bridgend and Laleston councils. 
At the moment, other funding is being sought to 
make up the shortfall. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 25) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

18 Thur 

08.46 

9.4 

20.59 

9.2 

19 Fri 

09.14 

9.1 

21.29 

8.8 

20 Sat 

09.46 

oo 

bo 

22.07 

8.5 

21 Sun 

10.25 

8.5 

22.46 

8.2 

22 Mon 

11.09 

7.9 

23.39 

7.6 

23 Tues 



12.31 

7.5 

24 Wed 

01.11 

7.5 

14.09 

7.6 

25 Thur 

02.52 

7.9 

15.36 

8.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide table specific to their location. 


LETTERS 


Is free parking 
the answer? 


I REFER to the 
article in The 
GEM regarding 
the car-parking at 
Asda in Bridgend; 
indeed surprising that 
if Asda is in breach of 
its contract that 
swifter action does not 
appear to have been 
taken. 

Perhaps BCBC should 
leam from towns that 
don’t charge for parking, 
for example Cowbridge 
and Cwmbran, that the 
way to a vibrant town 
centre is free parking. 


One certainly wonders 
whether making car 
parks “more attractive” 
is the way forward. 

I am sure that most 
users are more con¬ 
cerned about the cost, 
availability and accessi¬ 
bility of car parking than 
its aesthetics. 

A car park by any 
other name would smell 
as sweet! 

Helen Baker, Ewenny 

(Conservative 

Parliamentary 

Candidate 

for Bridgend) 


Taking a vote 
to the extreme 


W HEN assess¬ 
ing the func¬ 
tionality of 

any proposed new sys¬ 
tem, it is useful to 
examine how it would 
function in a fairly 
extreme state. 

I imagine three candi¬ 
dates from history that I 
need to rank order in 
preference: Churchill, 
Hitler and Stalin. If, to 
my horror, the election 
shows that either of the 
two mass murderers has 
been elected by the alter¬ 


native vote system, I will 
have to think to myself, 
and will be told by the 
politicians - “Well, you 
voted for him!” 

I conclude that the 
system is a total non¬ 
sense. The tired, jaded 
Mr Brown has come up 
with a dreadful idea yet 
again, and proved con¬ 
clusively that he is inca¬ 
pable of seeing any fur¬ 
ther than the end of his 
nose 

Malcolm Roberts, 
Trerhyngyll 


‘Bin the scam 
mail’ campaign 



Conn David Sage bins some scam mail. 
LOCAL residents are being urged to put 
‘scam’ mail in a bin provided by Bridgend 
County Borough Council as part of a 
national campaign this month. 

The council’s deputy leader Coun David Sage 
said: “I fully support this excellent initiative to raise 
awareness of scams and scam mailings. I encourage 
residents to take this opportunity to bring along any 
scam mailings they have received and drop them 
into the special ‘scamnesty’ bin which will be locat¬ 
ed in the reception area of the Civic Offices through¬ 
out February.” 

“Think again - read the offer carefully. If you are 
unsure, speak to family or friends or seek advice.” 


St david’s Day charity concert 
THERE will be a special St David’s Day concert 
at the Grand Pavilion by Porthcawl Male Voice 
Choir and the City of Newport Choir, along with 
soprano Angharad Morgan, accompanied by 
Jane Samuel. 

The performers are supporting the work of car¬ 
diac charity SADS UK, for families living with 
inherited heart conditions in Wales. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Causes benefit 
from grant aid 

BRIDGEND Town Council has made a 
number of grants to local and national 
organisations and charities. 

The following organisations will benefit: 
Bridgend Samaritans, £500; Friends of Litchard 
School, £200; Bobath Cymru, £250; Shelter Cymru, 
£250; Wales Air Ambulance, £250; National 
Eisteddfod, £100; Street Pastors, £500; Christian 
Outreach, £500; Maesteg Animal Welfare Society, 
£100; First Bridgend Scouts, £250; CAB, £500; 
Bridgend Veterans Association, £500; Bridgend 
Young Singer of the Year, £200; Bridgend Civic 
Trust, £200. 

Shopmobility 
donations call 


ONLY Bridgend 
Town Council 
makes a donation to 
the Shopmobility 
Scheme in Bridgend 
- although residents 
from all over the 
borough make use 
of it. 

The position was 
queried by the town 
council, which makes an 
annual donation towards 
the running of the 
scheme which makes 
mobility scooters avail¬ 
able to shoppers. 

The borough council 
has now promised to 
write to other town and 


community councils 
highlighting the work of 
Shopmobility and seek¬ 
ing donations. 

Coun David Unwin 
told the town council that 
they did not baulk at 
making the contribution. 

“But as we are making 
a major contribution, 
there should be some 
acknowledgement of this 
on the signage at the 
Shopmobility centre,” he 
said. 

“We are trying to 
develop a partnership 
with the borough council 
and we should have some 
recognition of what we 
do.” 


Police schools 
project gets £500 

THE police Schools Liaison Youth 
Initiative is to get £500 from Bridgend 
Town Council. 

The project takes youngsters on outward bound 
activities in the Brecon Beacons. Children from 
Bridgend were among those taking part. 

The project organises three-day camps for up to 
40 youngsters at a time. 

Police officers involved with the project will go 
into the participating schools to talk to those children 
taking part and do things like map reading, and route 
planning. 

Weekly walks will also be organised targeted at 
pupils who are not engaging with school life and 
who may have low self esteem or other problems. 

The summer camp this year will take up to 350 
young people in total - drawn from each compre¬ 
hensive in Bridgend and also from the Vale. 


Council’s 
for street 

BRIDGEND Town 
Council has decided 
to make a £10,000 
contribution 
towards the cost of 
cleansing the town 
centre - provided 
they are happy with 
new cleansing 
equipment being 
used by the borough 
council. 

A demonstration of 
this equipment was due 
to be held in January but 


£10,000 

cleaning 

was postponed because 
of bad weather. It is being 
rescheduled. 

The town council can¬ 
celled its £20,000 contri¬ 
bution last year in a bid 
to keep council tax down 
but council leader David 
Unwin said that they 
could reinstate £10,000 
of this, provided the town 
council could decide 
where and when the 
cleansing it was paying 
for would take place. 

This was agreed. 


MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417. Constituency 
office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. Open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 12pm 
(by appointment only). Telephone 01656 750002. 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 1JD 01656 654951 - Open: Monday: 10am 
to 2pm - information only; Tuesday to Friday: 

10am to 12.30pm - advice sessions. Tuesday to 
Friday 12.30pm to 1.30pm - information only. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 

men, women and families in need 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 643643; 
(homelessness) 01656 643643. 

EDUCATION 01656 643643 

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752/668090. 

Bridgend and District NHS Trust 
01656 752752/668090. 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Comelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 01656 670251 
Coychurch Higher Community Council 
01656 863418 

Coychurch Lower Community Council 

01656 647216 

Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Council 01656 720086 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Community Council 01446 
750663. 

Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Community Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 
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items submitted' 

Please email us at. 
ggem @internet-today.co. uk 

DON JOHN 

. Editorial Manager 


Professional 
advertising staff are 
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TOWN COUNCIL HITS OTJT AT THE 

NEWBRIDGE FTET.DS DEVELOPMENT 


‘The borough council 
should set an example 
on planning consent’ 


NEWS that 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
developed a new 
rugby pitch at 
Newbridge Fields 
without planning 
consent has pro¬ 
voked a sharp 
response from the 
Bridgend Town 

Council. 

The town council 
queried the position 
after the new pitch was 
provided on land that 
forms an extension to 
the fields. 

Gareth Evans, prin¬ 
cipal officer for parks 
and playing fields, said 
that the pitch was pro¬ 
vided temporarily and 
plans are being drawn 
up to submit for plan¬ 


ning consent to provide 
three new pitches on 
this land. 

He said that the three 
new pitches would 
require fairly signifi¬ 
cant earthworks in 
order to create level 
and flat playing areas. 

But the temporary 
pitch did not need that 
and was being placed 
on land designated and 
currently used for 
recreation. He had not 
believed that planning 
consent was needed for 
that, although it would 
now appear that he was 
incorrect. 

Mr Evans said that 
while he could apply for 
retrospective consent, 
he did not feel there was 
anything to gain and 
instead wanted to con¬ 
centrate resources on 


Drugs: seven 
are arrested in 
Garw Valley 


SEVEN people have 
been arrested by 
police in the Garw 
Valley, in a drugs 
operation involving 
the Bridgend drugs 
team, CID and the 
Garw neighbour¬ 
hood policing team. 

A spokesperson 
reported that three people 
- a 23-year-old man from 
Woking, Kent, a 27-year- 
old man and a 28-year- 
old woman from 
Pontycymmer, had been 
charged with drugs 
offences and had been 
remanded in custody. 

A 26-year-old man 
from Blaengarw had also 
been charged with 
offences relating to the 
supply of Class A drugs 
and is remanded in cus¬ 
tody. 

A second man, aged 


30, from the Garw Valley 
was released on police 
bail, pending a further 
investigation. 

In another arrest, a 36- 
year-old man from 
Pontycymmer has been 
remanded in custody, fol¬ 
lowing charges of pos¬ 
session and supply of 
Class A drugs. 

Another 36-year-old 
man from Pontycymmer, 
arrested on suspicion of 
drugs offences, was 
released on police bail. 

Following the execu¬ 
tion of a search warrant 
in Pontycymmer, police 
said that a 29-year-old 
local man was arrested 
on suspicion of offences 
linked to the supply of 
Class A drugs. 

He had been released 
on police bail, pending 
further investigation. 


Malicious fire 
calls halved 
in the borough 


THE number of 
malicious false fire 
alarm calls within 
Bridgend has 
almost halved dur¬ 
ing the past three 
years. 

Information obtained 
by Coun David Unwin 
via a freedom of infor¬ 
mation request to the 
South Wales Fire Service 
revealed that in 2006, 
there were 94 such calls 
but by 2008, which is the 
most recent year for 
which figures are avail¬ 
able, it had dropped to 
52. 

A further 87 attempted 
calls were made which 
were challenged or aban¬ 


doned and were not 
responded to. This figure 
is down from 116 in 
2006. During this three- 
year period, there were 
five attacks on crews - 
four of them in 2008. 

The borough has a 
total of nine standard fire 
appliances in situ at dif¬ 
ferent stations plus a res¬ 
cue tender and a deconta¬ 
mination unit based in 
Bridgend. 

The full time manned 
stations at Bridgend and 
Maesteg have two ten¬ 
ders each, with one in 
each of the retained sta¬ 
tions of Pencoed, 
Pontycymer, Porthcawl, 
Kenfig Hill and Ogmore 
Vale. 


drafting the plans for 
the permanent develop¬ 
ment. 

However, Coun Bob 
Burns said that the 
planning committee 
was always concerned 
when breaches of plan¬ 
ning control take place. 

“We need to send a 
very sharp letter criti¬ 
cal of this position. If 
there’s a breach of 


planning process, it 
should be rectified.” 

Coun Diane Burns 
said that the borough 
council should set an 
example and Coun 
David Unwin said that 
it was hard enough to 
get ordinary people to 
comply with planning 
requirements and here 
was the council not 
doing the right thing. 


Street names in 
Welsh or English 
- hut not both! 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council has decided 
to remove the 
requirement for all 
street names in 
future to be bilin¬ 
gual. 

But the council is to 
press for Welsh-only 
names in preference to 
English only. 

The cabinet made this 
change after hearing that 
there were problems 
because of its previous 
policy of having bilin¬ 
gual street names with 
signs bearing both the 
Welsh and English ver¬ 
sions. 

A report to cabinet 
revealed that the Royal 
Mail database, which is 
used by many outside 
organisations and credit 
agencies, cannot cope 
with bi-lingual names 
and has been using the 
English-only version of 
the address, even though 
residents and the elec¬ 
toral register have been 
citing the Welsh version. 

As a result, some resi¬ 
dents have been unable 
to receive deliveries or 
obtain credit, as their 
address does not appear 
in the Postcode Address 
File used by the Royal 
Mail. 


A report to members 
described the PAF as 
“cumbersome and ill- 
equipped to cope with 
bilingual street names” 
despite describing itself 
as “the most up to date 
and complete address 
database in the UK.” 

The Welsh Language 
Board has been consult¬ 
ed and is aware of issues 
with the Royal Mail’s 
system, which is due to 
be revamped shortly. 

The cabinet heard that 
revising the council’s 
Welsh language scheme 
would leave the council 
and residents less 
exposed to the vagaries 
of the PAF system. 

It has now agreed to 
amend Section 6.3 of the 
Welsh language scheme 
so that new streets can 
be given either a Welsh 
or English name, but not 
a bilingual one. 

Town and Community 
Councils will continue to 
be consulted about a 
choice of name and due 
consideration will be 
given to the heritage and 
history of the area in the 
choice. 

A council spokesman 
said that the change 
cannot be retrospective, 
so existing bilingual 
street names will remain. 


£4,300 raised for 
Chernobyl kids 


A CHARITY pro¬ 
gramme organised 

by the deputy leader 
of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, 
Coun David Sage, 
helped to raise 

£4,300 for the 

Children of 

Chernobyl. 

The ninth consecutive 
charity panto at 

Blaengarw Workmen’s 
Hall, Jack and the 
Beanstalk and the rise of 
the Gobbler , drew in the 
crowds to help raise 
funds for this worthwhile 
cause. 

Coun Sage explained: 
“The charity pantomime 
is an annual event and 
always manages to 


attract a good crowd. I 
am thrilled that we man¬ 
aged to raise such a con¬ 
siderable amount this 
year. 

“The funds will be 
used to bring a group of 
Chernobyl children over 
to Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough in June. 

“They will stay for a 
month and, in that time, 
have the chance to enjoy 
a holiday and benefit 
from fresh food, clean air 
and vitamins, helping to 
boost their immune sys¬ 
tems. 

“I would also like to 
thank Coun Reg Jenkins 
for his help, as well as all 
the council staff and 
members of the public 
who gave so generously 
of their time and money.” 


Bridgend borough mayor 
offers congratulations to 
the school cast of Annie 



ABOVE: The Mayor of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, Coun Jeff Tildesley and his 
consort, Mrs Audrey Thomas, watched a per¬ 
formance of Annie by Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School and congratulated the 
cast on their efforts. 

He is pictured with Mrs Mairwen Crockett 


(assistant head teacher); Mrs Anne O’Brian 
(deputy headteacher) and David Dykes (head 
boy); Esther Trevelyan (deputy head girl); 
Joe Vance-Daniel; Melisa Arneil; Lee Parker 
(Youth Mayor of Bridgend County Borough 
Council). 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY KEITH E MORGAN. 



ABOVE: The mayor with members of the cast. 


COUNCIL’S REVIEW COULD 
CLOSE SEVEN LIBRARIES 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The report says that in 
this scenario, the new 
libraries would be jointly 
housed with other com¬ 
munity facilities in either 
a Life Centre or 
Community Hub to max¬ 
imise efficiency and cus¬ 
tomer access. 

All would have ade¬ 
quate on-site parking and 
proximity to public 
transport. 

However, the report 
says that while this 
model would meet Welsh 
Public Library Standards 
in terms of floor area and 
geographical location, it 
ignored the fact that 
smaller and more 
deprived communities 
have a greater need for 
computer access and 
resources to support 
learning, skills and 
employment. 

The report points out 
that such communities 
are often able to attract 
funding in their own 
right and services could 
be supported in that way 
as has happened at Sarn. 

It says that the core 
library service funded by 
the council could be aug¬ 
mented by community- 
based services run in 
partnership with local 
people, using outside 
funding. 

The report also high¬ 


lights one of the main 
advantages of a Life 
Centre approach where 
joint reception desks can 
offer extended opening 
hours at a low cost. 

“This is the model that 
should be adopted else¬ 
where. 

Opening hours will be 
reviewed at all branches 
to reflect actual usage, 
and each site will be 
assessed separately. 
Libraries may also 
closed in future between 
Christmas and New Year. 

The report adds: 
“Despite the advent of 
computers and online 
services, books will 
remain at the core of the 
public library service for 
the foreseeable future.” 

Bridgend has suffered 
historically from a low 
book fund and ended up 
with the second lowest 
book fund per head of 
population in Wales. 

This position has 
improved with the injec¬ 
tion of extra money in 
2006-2008 but an extra 
£80,000 in still needed to 
meet targets by 2011. 

The report says that 
the inadequate book fund 
was a direct result of 
focussing on the physical 
buildings to a point 
where they cannot all be 
sustained. 

It adds: “Maintaining 
this infrastructure has 


been at the cost of the 
quality of service offered 
in terms of book provi¬ 
sion and staff assistance 
to users - both being 
spread too thinly across a 
range of buildings that 
are increasingly unfit for 
purpose. 

“It is essential that this 
imbalance is addressed 


structure (branches) and 
transferring the money 
saved to provide more 
books, better customer 
service and computers.” 

The cabinet will 
receive a full report, 
including recommenda¬ 
tions, in March and will 
then take the decisions 


by reducing the infra- necessary. 


Don’t forget 
to re-tune your 
Freeview TV or box 
on 3 March 

Questions? 

Call 08456 50 50 50 
(English language) 
or 08458 48 48 48 
(Welsh language). 
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PROTESTS BY RESIDENTS 

ARE OVER-RULED AT 

KENFIG HILL AS . 


Planners give 
homes go-ahead 
at the Goricon 
factory site 


THE site of a for¬ 
mer metals factory 
can be used for new 
housing, Bridgend 
planners have 
decided. 

Residents living near 
the old Goricon factory 
in Picton Street, Kenfig 
Hill, opposed the plan by 
the Link-Cymru Housing 
Association to demolish 
the existing workshop 
and offices to build 29 
new dwellings on the 
site. 

Residents argued that 
the ground was polluted 
with metals and that 
there was asbestos in the 
buildings. 

Pyle Community 
Council stated that the 
area was lacking in 
amenities, particularly 
playing fields, and that 
facilities are under pres¬ 
sure because of a series 
of new housing develop¬ 
ments that have already 
been permitted in Kenfig 
Hill and in that immedi¬ 
ate area. 

The council also 
argued that doctors’ sur¬ 
geries were overloaded - 
with many residents 
choosing to go to 
Cornelly instead - and 
that surrounding streets 


were overloaded with 
traffic and congested. 

They said that the traf¬ 
fic generated by 29 new 
families plus visitors 
would create “absolute 
chaos.” 

New houses should be 
allocated to either current 
residents or those with 
strong local links to the 
community. The proper¬ 
ties will be a mix of one- 
bedroomed flats and two, 
three and four-bedroom 
houses. 

TOXIC WASTE 

Coun Allan Jones told 
the development control 
committee he was con¬ 
cerned that there might 
be toxic waste on the site 
and there were also 
issues to do with traffic 
flow, speed and safety. 

Coun Clive James said 
that the development 
would be over-intensifi¬ 
cation and he said there 
was a need for green 
areas within Kenfig Hill. 
He was also concerned 
about a lack of amenities, 
including health care. 

Planning officer David 
Llewelyn said that the 
comments about high¬ 
way problems related to 
existing problems, and 
the developers intended 


to carry out some work 
which would improve 
highway safety in the 
area. 

There are no objec¬ 
tions from the highways 
department because if 
industrial use of the site 
was continued, there 
would be lorries travel¬ 
ling back and fore. 

The report went on: 
“Whilst there has been 
some residential devel¬ 
opment in the area, this 
proposal replaces a large 
industrial; use which is in 
a predominantly high 
density residential area. 
It is not considered that 
this proposal would con¬ 
stitute an over-develop¬ 
ment of residential prop¬ 
erties within the area. 

A site investigation 
report has been done into 
possible contamination 
and there are no objec¬ 
tions from either the 
Environment Agency or 
Public Protection. 

All of the houses and 
flats will be used for 
social housing. The 
developer will have to 
provide £65,252 to pro¬ 
vide extra education pro¬ 
vision at local schools to 
accommodate the addi¬ 
tional children. 


Going green down 
Gibbons Way! 



WPD’s Mike Jenkins (left) and Lee Richardson (right) shovel¬ 
ling soil, with BTCV volunteers and contractors. 


A HOUSING estate 
in the middle of 
North Cornelly near 
Bridgend has been 
given a green 
coloured facelift, 
thanks to a donation 
of trees from 
Western Power 
Distribution. 

As part of the electric¬ 
ity company’s ‘keen to 
be green’ scheme, the site 
on Gibbons Way, which 
fell into disuse following 
the demolition of a shop¬ 
ping precinct, has been 
transformed with flower 


beds and mature trees. 

The project, launched 
by the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers, 
was set up as an employ¬ 
ment initiate aimed to 
provide the unemployed 
with the necessary skills 
to get back to work. The 
family employment ini¬ 
tiative project is funded 
by the European Social 
Fund, Communities First 
and Valleys to Coast. 

Work began on the 
project back in the sum¬ 
mer and has been a huge 
hit with local residents. 
As a result, a group of 


volunteers are hoping to 
run a local market and 
the housing association 
are now looking to make 
the site an official village 
green space, something 
which is music to the ears 
of BTCV worker Sasha 
Ufnsowska. 

“It’s hard to think this 
area was once a shopping 
precinct and it would be 
fantastic if the housing 
association’s plans do 
happen. Hopefully, our 
work is just the start and 
things can keep getting 
bigger and better,” Sasha 
said. 
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Refuse problems 
at Wildmill 


St John’s sporting life 
spans half a century! 


PROBLEMS at 
Wildmill with 
refuse collection 
during the recent 
snowfall have been 
highlighted at a 
meeting of Bridgend 
Town Council. 

Coun Peter Foley said 
that because of the 
weather, black bags on 
the estate remained 
uncollected, many had 
spilt open and there was 
rubbish strewn around 
the area. 

Coun Roger Marsh 
stated that conditions at 
Wildmill were chaotic: 
“Some of the picking-up 
areas used by the refuse 
collectors were left with 
black bags piled up 
because of the snow,” he 
said. 

“Wildmill was like an 
ice rink. In some areas, 
we had 50 to 60 bags 


piled up. We have had 
dogs and cats getting at 
them.” 

“The street cleaners 
had done their best to 
clear up the area but it 
was a big job. 

“The bags used to be 
put in certain areas but 
now householders are 
just taking them out and 
leaving them. They are 
everywhere. The refuse 
collectors will have to go 
around gathering them. It 
was terrible there.” 

Coun Marsh said that 
there were weeks of rub¬ 
bish lying about because 
no collections took place 
for so long. 

“The people in the 
flats could not take their 
bags back in because 
there are no storage facil¬ 
ities. 

“We have had rats 
coming in from the rail¬ 
way embankment.” 


GEM Quiz 
League results 


ON February 8, a 
majority of teams 
scored in the 40s 
and championship, 
promotion and rele¬ 
gation candidates 
seem to be coalesc¬ 
ing. 

In the first division 
especially, Maesteg 
Catholic Club and Royal 
Oak Nomads are eight 
points ahead of their 
rivals after Maesteg beat 
Royal Oak Royals 48-45. 
It was 24-all after the 
written section; the 
Royals then crashed 11-0 
in the Individual but 
clawed their way back to 
within three at the death. 

Prince of Wales ‘A’ 
matched Nomads early 
on but Nomads drew 
away in the home-stretch 
to win 52-40. 

A weakened Llynfi 
Arms team were also 
unlucky to find Tondu 
Railway Club in good 
form and went down by 
51-40. 

Prince of Wales are 
looking more like 
favourites for the drop. 
Others with a worried 
look are Laleston Inn ‘A’ 
and Llangeinor AFC 
(who had a 46-all draw), 
somewhat surprisingly 
for the latter team, who 
recently beat Maesteg to 
reach the semi-final of 
the KO Cup. 

Mackworth Arms lead 
the mid-table bunch after 
their 47-39 away win 
against Oldcastle ‘A’ who 
will have a weakened 
side for the next couple 
of games. 


In Division 2, the top 
two both won - Prince of 
Wales ‘B’ beat Pyle RFC 
55-39 and Llangewydd 
Arms won 47-40 against 
Laleston Inn ‘B’. PoW 
have 22 points and 
Laleston 21. 

Cabo Roche are not 
out of the promotion race 
either, as their 46-42 vic¬ 
tory at Oddfellows Arms 
has them within three 
points of second place. 

Heol-y-Cyw RFC beat 
Oldcastle ‘B’ 45-42 and 
Gamekeepers won with 
the same score at the 
Pheasant Poachers. This 
gives both teams hope of 
getting away from the 
foot of the table which 
leaves the defeated teams 
in the middle. 

Now, for your amuse¬ 
ment, try these: 

1 Which famous book 
is set partly in and around 
Whitby in Yorkshire? 

2 In the Bible who was 
the son of David who 
rebelled against his 
father and was killed 
after he became entan¬ 
gled in an oak tree? 

3 Which golfer played 

in 46 consecutive Open 
championships, his 
streak coming to an end¬ 
ing at Royal 

Lytham in 2001? 

4 Who resigned as the 
Governor of Chukotka, 
Siberia in July 2008? 

A RUDGE 
(Hon sec, BGQL) 
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Tom Brown and Mr Rosser. 


ST JOHN’S sport¬ 
ing tradition was 
celebrated with a 
visit from past 
pupil and former 
captain of the 
school’s football 
team, Mr John 
Rosser, of 
Cowbridge. 

Mr Rosser attended St 
John’s in the 1950s and 
presented the school 
with a framed photo¬ 
graph of the 1957 foot¬ 
ball team. 

In that year, Mr 
Rosser also won the 
coveted Victor Ludorum 
cup (winner of the 
school sports day com¬ 
petition) and current 
football captain and 
2009 Victor Ludorum, 
Tom Brown, received 
the photograph on 
behalf of the school. 

Mr Rosser also told 
the pupils about another 
member of the school’s 
1957 football team, for¬ 
mer England test crick¬ 
eter Graham Roope. 

Headmistress Mrs 
Clint, said: “The school 
was established almost 
90 years ago so we have 
a thriving alumni net¬ 
work. We still maintain 
regular contact with sev¬ 


eral members who 
attended St John’s in the 
1940s. We are always 
delighted to be visited 


by past pupils of any 
age and to hear about 
their fond memories of 
their time at the school.” 


Boundary commission 
looks at Bridgend wards 


WORK has begun 
on reviewing the 
number of wards 
and elected council¬ 
lors on Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 


would be extensive con¬ 
sultation initially, fol¬ 
lowed by draft proposals 
which would go out to 
further consultation, and 
then final proposals 
which would go to the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government which will 


also hear representations 
before making a deci¬ 
sion. 

The Commission has 
to finish its work by June 
2011 so that the changes 
can come into effect in 
time for the 2012 council 
elections. 


Boverton man 
cautioned for 
wasting time 


The Town and 
Community Council 
Forum received a presen¬ 
tation from Paul Wood 
and Steve Halsall of the 
Local Government 
Boundary Commission 
for Wales. 

At the moment, there 
are 54 councillors, which 
represents an average of 
one local member for 
every 2,000 electors. 

However, the 

Commission has been 
given a remit of having 
one councillor for a min¬ 
imum of 1,750 voters, 
which means that some 
smaller wards on the bor¬ 
ough fall well below that. 

The meeting was told 
that the aim was to try to 
get the same number of 
electors in each ward, to 
ensure that votes were of 
equal value throughout 
the borough. 

If changes are pro¬ 
posed to either the num¬ 
ber of electoral divisions 
or their boundaries, there 


A 36-YEAR-OLD 
Boverton man has 
been cautioned for 
wasting police time. 

Kevin John Hawkins 
contacted police in 
Bridgend on January 30 
to report that he had been 
assaulted in the town 
centre by two men, one 
of whom was armed with 
a knife. 

Upon investigation by 
police officers, the alle¬ 
gations were found to be 
false and Hawkins was 
subsequently arrested. 

Detective Inspector 
Jason Redrup of Barry 
CID said: “We will do 
all we can to help and 


support victims of crime. 
However, behaviour of 
this nature will not be tol¬ 
erated and we will also 
come down hard on those 
who make things up and 
lie, wasting our time and 
making us less able to 
deal with genuine vic¬ 
tims of crime who need 
our help. 

“Hawkins’ false alle¬ 
gations created an 
unwarranted fear for res¬ 
idents in Bridgend that 
street robberies were tak¬ 
ing place in the town cen¬ 
tre. This was untrue and 
Bridgend is a safe place 
for people to visit and to 
enjoy,” he insisted. 


TOWN COUN 


CIL NEWS IN BRIEF 


BRIDGEND Town Council is to 
support plans by St Mary’s RC 
Primary School to create a 
Butterfly Garden in memory of a 
pupil. 

The proposed town twinning visit by 
Brynteg pupils to counterparts in 
Villenave d’ Ornon in France has had to 
be called off. Coun Eileen Mcllveen said 
that only five pupils had come forward 
and a minimum of eight were needed; but 
Brynteg and Bryntirion School were still 
willing to host 15 French pupils on the 
return leg in April. 


A REQUEST that consideration be 
given to creating a one-way system 
along Brynteg Avenue and Grove 
Road, Bridgend, has been made by 
Coun Diane Burns. She said that if this 
were not possible, a 20mph speed limit 
should be imposed because of accidents 
that have taken place. 

However, Coun Edith Hughes said that 
the highways department told her that 
two-way traffic slows vehicles down in 
narrow streets with parked cars. 

THE Bridgend Town Council is to 
ask for extra litter bins to be placed 
around the new ARC clinic at the bot¬ 


tom of Quarella Road. Coun Dennis 
Davey said that the area now had a 
much higher footfall with people visit¬ 
ing the clinic. 

COUN Edith Hughes complained 
about the lighting near Nolton Church 
and said that it was not bright enough. 
Coun David Unwin said that the borough 
council would not put extra lights there at 
present. However, the area was being 
upgraded under the next phase of the 
regeneration scheme and it could be 
looked at then. 
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THE SANDVILLE CENTRE SERVES UP A 
THANK YOU LUNCH TO VOLUNTEERS 




TV switchover 
starts 

on 3 March. 

Questions? 

Call 08456 50 50 50 
(English language), 
08458 48 48 48 
(Welsh language). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


A CALL has been 
made by Bridgend 
Town Council 
leader David Unwin 
for a leaflet on local 
walks to be reprint¬ 
ed. Coun Unwin 
said that the leaflet 
was produced in 
2002 by the tourism 
department of the 
borough council 
and he said it was 
very good and 
should be available 
again. The borough 
will be approached. 

A SITE visit has taken 
place to look at drainage 
problems in Hayes 
Terrace, Bridgend. 

BCBC has told Bridgend 
town council that a suit¬ 
able scheme is being 
prepared to alleviate the 
problems and it is hoped 
it will be financed in the 
new financial year. 

THE possibility of 
twinning Bridgend 
with Hechtell in 
Belgium following a 
successful visit by the 
Welsh Guards 
Association is still 
under consideration. 

Bridgend Town 
Twinning is awaiting a 
response from the town 
which was freed from 
German control by the 
Welsh Guards at the end 
of the war. 


Bridgend highway Name this site, 
issues are raised pupils urged 


A DELEGATION 
from Bridgend 
Town Council has 
met highway offi¬ 
cers to discuss issues 
in the town. 

Coun David Unwin 
said that topics that were 
covered included speed¬ 
ing on the inner by-pass 
and at the Rice Street 
junction. 

• Cycling in the 
pedestrianised parts of 
Bridgend town centre 


and on residential pave¬ 
ments 

• The need to re-do 
the yellow lines in 
Ewenny Road. 

# Parking restrictions 
at Minerva Street. 

• Controlled parking 
zones. 

# Resurfacing of town 
centre car parks. 

A full report on the 
meeting will be given at 
the next town council 
meeting. 


TAYLOR Wimpey 
has challenged stu¬ 
dents at Coety 
Primary School to 
come up with a 
name for its new 
development at the 
Parc Derwen site, 
Heol West Plas in 
Bridgend. 

A spokeswoman 
said that as well as 
being able to name 
Taylor Wimpey's latest 


site, the pupil who 
comes up with the 
winning suggestion, 
will be invited to 
attend the develop¬ 
ment's official opening 
event, where they and 
two runners-up will be 
presented with prizes. 

The housebuilder 
will also donate £200 
to the school for new 
books and equipment. 


ABOVE: 

Sandville manager 
Gary Banks 
manning the bar. 


ABOVE RIGHT: 

A group of 
volunteers waiting 
to be served. 


Marie Curie Snowdon challenge 

MARIE CURIE is organising two treks to the top of Snowdon, the highest 
mountain in Wales. 

They will take place on Sunday, June 6 and Saturday, October 2, with each 
raising money to help terminally ill cancer patients be cared for at home. 

Each event will see 200 people taking part. If you would like to take part, 
call Jane Griffiths, community fundraising manager, on 01792 461435 or email 
jane.griffiths@mariecurie.org.uk 


Coun Haydn Morgan 
told the town council 
that the association 
received a very warm 
welcome from residents 
who still remember their 
liberation. 

BCBC has been 
asked to inspect the 
access from Heol Gam 
to the A48 which 
Bridgend Town coun¬ 
cillors claimed is 
blocked by builders’ 
rubble and is also full 
of litter. There is also 
evidence of motor cycle 
use. The borough coun¬ 
cil has been asked to 
take whatever action is 
necessary. So far, there 
has been no response. 

CONTRACTORS 
working on the new clin¬ 
ic at the bottom of 
Quarella Road inadver¬ 
tently cut power cables 
serving lights in the wall 
along Quarella Road. 
Bridgend Town Council 
has been promised that 
this will be rectified. 

VALLEYS to Coast 
has been asked by 
Bridgend Town 
Council to remove rub¬ 
bish dumped on land at 
the rear of Canberra 
Road. They have said 
that their caretaker 
will attend to it. 

BRIDGEND Town 
Council has been 
thanked by the children’s 
ward at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital for the 


| PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN. | 

THE Sandville Self Help Centre at Ton Kenfig relies heavily on 
a team of volunteers for its effective operation and efficient run¬ 
ning. 

Every year to show appreciation, Sister Gwyneth Poacher and her man¬ 
agement team put on a lunch for all the Sandville volunteers at which 
Gwyneth and her team do all the preparation, serving and washing up. 

This is the third year that a volunteer’s lunch has been served at 
Sandville. 

The Prince of Wales Public House and Restaurant provided all the pro¬ 
visions for the lunch, which was paid for in memory of the late Nancy. 


‘Another satisfied table!” 


ABOVE: Dinner is served! 


ABOVE: Edward Adade serves 
from the sweet menu. 


gifts which they donated 
to the ward over 
Christmas. 

NEWS that attempts 
to extend the opening 
hours of the Barracuda 
Bar in Wyndham 
Street, Bridgend (the 
former English 
Congregational 
Church) have been 
rejected was welcomed 


by members of 
Bridgend Town 
Council. 

EDWARD Street in 
Bridgend Town Centre 
has been inspected by 
BCBC staff following 
complaints about litter 
from the town council 
and further cleansing of 
the street has taken 
place. 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 18th, 2010 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sara, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Tynyrheol 
Primary School 

THE St David’s day 
eisteddfod is being 
held in the school’s 
main hall starting at 
9.15am; all relatives of 
pupils, friends of the 
school and governors 
are invited. 

The school will be 
supporting ‘Go Red for 
the Prince’s Trust chari¬ 
ty’ and hopes pupils 
will wear traditional 
Welsh costumes or red 
jerseys, and bring a 
donation. There will be 
free cups of tea, coffee 
and Welsh cakes avail¬ 
able. 

The school recently 
asked for donations 
toward the Haiti earth¬ 
quake appeal disaster 
fund and raised the mag¬ 
nificent amount of 
£114.70. 

Choir’s CD 
OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir will be 
recording songs for a 
new CD today, 
February 18. 

On February 27, it 
will be performing at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl at 8pm in a 
concert (together with 
other artists) to raise 
funds for the Haiti disas¬ 
ter fund. 

The choir is holding a 
musical evening at the 
Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale on 
March 1, as a special St 
David’s day celebration. 

It is under musical 


SPEEDING drivers, 
defective vehicles 
and mobile phone 
use were targeted, 
as part of National 
Specials Weekend in 
Porthcawl, by vol¬ 
unteer police offi¬ 
cers. 

As part of a national 
campaign to celebrate the 
Special Constabulary, six 
of the South Wales 
Police’s 227 volunteers 
spent Saturday and 
Sunday working in the 
Dan y Graig, Fulmer 
Road and Esplanade 
areas of the town. 

Porthcawl 


director Eira Paskin (a 
retired school teacher) 
together with their 
accompanists Debbie 
Lewis and Katrin 
Jenkins. 

The two guest choirs 
are the Ogmore Valley 
Ladies Choir, under 
musical director Kitty 
David and accompanist 
Sheila Evans; and mixed 
voice choir Cor Bach Y 
Bont from Coity, also 
under Eira Paskin as 
musical director. 

Tickets are available 
from John on 01656 
841429 or any choir 
member. 

Sandville’s 
birthday 
SANDVILLE Self Help 
Centre celebrates its 
27th anniversary this 
year, thanks to the 
hard work of its 
founder Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher, who 
started the centre with 
just four patients in 
1983. 

Based at Sandville 
Court, Ton Kenfig, it is 
open to people suffering 


Neighbourhood 
Inspector Alan James 
said: “Special Constables 
play a vital role in help¬ 
ing to protect the public 
and they do this in their 
own time. The weekend 
was just one example of 
the ways our Specials are 
helping to keep the 
streets of Porthcawl safe. 
The response we 
received from the people 
of Porthcawl to this 
Operation was excel¬ 
lent.” 

During the weekend, 
15 fixed penalty notices 
were issued, 12 warning 
notices and seven defec¬ 
tive vehicle notices. 


from various health 
problems - its motto 
being ‘Laughter and 
Humour kills tumour’. 

The centre offers 
social and psychological 
care for patients and 
families; it has overnight 
facilities available and 
offers various therapies 
and social activities. 

On March 26 between 
7.30pm and 12.30am 
there will be a Rock and 
Roll charity dance fea¬ 
turing Steve Riley at the 
Ogmore Constituency 
Labour Party Club, 
Bryntirion. 

Organised by Chris 
and Jim, volunteers at 
the centre, there will be 
a £5 entry charge and all 
money raised will be 
donated to the centre. 

Bridgend 

Foodbank 

THE foodbank store 
has donated a large 
amount of food to help 
families in need recent¬ 
ly- 

To help restock the 
foodbank, a collection of 
food is being organised 
at Tesco’s store, 
Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend, on Friday, 
February 19 between 
10am and 6pm. 

All donations of dried 
or tinned food that are 
within their use-by date 
and are undamaged 
would be appreciated. 

The foodbank is look¬ 
ing for more volunteers. 
Telephone Anne on 
01656 668870/651206 or 
e-mail bridgendfood- 
bank@aol.com. 

Church lunches 

ON Saturday, 

February 20, lunches 
will be provided at St 
David’s church, Betws 
between 12noon- 
1.15pm; home- made 
soups supplied by 
members of the congre¬ 
gation and fresh bread. 
All welcome. 

Proceeds go to sup¬ 
port Christian Aid. 

WI News 

EUNICE WILLIAMS, 


president of Aberkenfig 
& District Women’s 
Institute, welcomed 
members to the first 
meeting of 2010 on 
February 10; the 
January meeting had 
been cancelled due to 
the inclement weather. 

One of the longest- 
serving members, 

Doreen Davis, died just 
before Christmas. She 
was a lady who con¬ 
tributed a great deal to 
Aberkenfig WI and her 
friendly smile and easy 
manner will be missed 
by all the members. 

Happy Birthday was 
sung to Margaret and 
Marjorie (who celebrat¬ 
ed her 80th birthday). 

The institute sent a 
decorated Christmas tree 
depicting the 12 days of 
Christmas, to join the 
display at Tondu Wesley 
Chapel. Aberkenfig WI 
is now trying to dream 
up a theme for 
Christmas 2010! 

Sheila Jewell, speaker 
for the afternoon, had 
worked as an horticultur- 
alist at Pencoed College, 
and her topic was garden 
colour. She had brought 
with her a selection of 
sprays from her garden. 

A vote of thanks was 
given by keen gardener, 
Gillian Williams. 

Eunice announced the 
date of the next fish and 
chip lunch would be 
April 8, in the Welfare 
Hall, Aberkenfig. 

The raffle prizes were 
scooped by Pearl and 
Betty and the competi¬ 
tion for an item begin¬ 
ning with the letter ‘E’ 
was won by Mair Starr. 

The next meting of 
Aberkenfig and District 
Women’s Institute will 
be at 2pm on March 10, 
at the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 
The speaker will be Jean 
Glascoe, whose subject 
is ‘Painting on china’. 
The competition will be 
for an item beginning 
with the letter ‘S’. 


Volunteer 
specials target 
Porthcawl 



TWO TICKS FOR COUNCIL! 


Spring 

show 

cancelled 

IT has been a bitter¬ 
ly cold winter and 
as a consequence, 
the spring flowers 
are late this year. 

The daffodils, cro¬ 
cuses, snowdrops and 
hyacinths are the joy of 
the spring show, but 
they are still cowering 
below ground. So, it is 
with regret, that the 


Bernadette Grant and Emma James, from Jobcentre Plus, present assis¬ 
tant chief executive of Bridgend County Borough Council, David 
MacGregor and HR business partner Debra Beeke with the disability 
‘two ticks’ symbol. 

BRIDGEND County Borough Council has been rewarded for 
its commitment to employing disabled staff. 


Porthcawl 
Horticultural Society 
has cancelled the 2010 
spring show. 

All members are 
advised to retain their 


The ‘two ticks’ disability symbol is awarded by Jobcentre Plus to 
employers that display a positive attitude towards job applications from 
disabled people. 


show schedules for use 
in the spring show in 
2011. 


NEWS FROM BRIDGEND CHESS CLUB 

Stranglers silenced 
by the Time Lords 


AN emphatic performance from the 
Bridgend Time Lords saw them continue 
to push for the Division One title in the 
East Glamorgan Chess League, with a 5-0 
demolition of the Pontypridd Stranglers. 

Femi Adebajo and Paul Tew made short work of 
Dai James and Robert Large respectively. Their 
quick wins allowing them to watch as the Time 
Lords inflicted more misery on the Stranglers. 

Commander David Robinson beat Roy Thomas, 
and IMs Odion Aikhoje and Roland Berzinsh added 
further wins completing the thrashing, sending the 
Stranglers back to Pontypridd contemplating relega¬ 
tion to Division Two. 

The Bridgend Wraith proved too strong for the 
Bridgend SG-1 team, as they stole the honours in 
this inter-club battle from Division Four. There were 
debuts for three new players as the club continues to 
expand. 

Damon Davies and George Trehame went to war 
on the top board. The game came down to a pawns 
and bishop endgame. With no way through, the boys 
finally shook hands on the draw. 

Daniel Wilmot, playing his first game for 
Bridgend, secured the Wraith’s first point, beating 
Katie Treharne. Katie exchanged a piece for two 
pawns, but the trade didn’t pay off, as Daniel made 
good use of the extra material to secure a win. 

Ken Wardle produced the surprise of the match 
beating Thomas Davies. Ken, by his own admission, 
hasn’t played the game for some 30 years. Relishing 
the prospect of playing a competitive chess game, he 
proved more than a match for his young Bridgend 
counterpart and added a win for SG-1. 

Stuart Mustoe, the third newcomer to Bridgend in 
this encounter, couldn’t follow in Daniel and Ken’s 
footsteps.He soon lost material against Jonathan 
Edwards and eventually the game followed. 

Nathan Trickey beat Luke Denholm on the bottom 
board as the Wraith earned the bragging rights with 
a 3.5-1.5 win. 

East Glamorgan Closed 
Championships 

Bridgend Chess Club were well represented at the 
recent East Glamorgan Championships in Penarth, 
with 11 players competing in the two sections. 

David Robinson, Femi Adebajo, Paul Tew, and 
Damon Davies all competed in the closed against 
some stern opposition. 

Mike Kearn clinched the main prize in the U1700, 
and Andrew Trickey shared second place. Also rep¬ 
resenting Bridgend in this section were Jonathan 
Edwards, Nathan Trickey, Thomas Davies and Luke 


Denholm. Credit to for Vicky Massey, a complete 
beginner, as it was her first tournament. 

New members 

Three new members enjoyed some league success 
this week. Our doors are always open to new players 
whatever their ability. From complete beginners to 
accomplished players, all are welcome. 

The club is seeking to add to its complement of 
teams vying for honours in the East Glamorgan 
Chess League, so if you are looking for a new social 
activity, why not pay us a visit at the Bridgend 
Tennis Club on Monday and Thursday evenings. 

ANDREW TRICKEY 
Weekly Chess puzzle 

Solve the chess puzzle below and submit your 
entry to us. Each week there is a free month’s mem¬ 
bership to Bridgend Chess Club up for grabs. In 
addition, each entry is placed into our monthly prize 
draw. 



White to play 

Mate in 3 moves Puzzle: BCC-013 

This game was taken from the recent East 
Glamorgan Closed Championship. Black’s last 
move f6 was a mistake. 

Can you see the way to punish this error? 

Answer: Puzzle BCC-011 

1. Nf7+ Kh8 2. Rxh7+ Kxh7 3. Qh4 ++ 

Winner: No Winner 

Entries to: Glamorgan GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL, or email entries 
to: andrew @bridgendchessclub. org. uk 


Who wants to build what and 
where in the county borough? 


BCBC Property 

Department - Plot 4A, 
Penllwyngwent 
Industrial Estate, 
Ogmore Vale, 

Bridgend - 2.4m pala- 
dine fence around 
perimeter of site, gates 
with dropped kerb 
access off Saville Road. 
Mrs H Patel - Gilfach 
Orfydd Farm, 

Dimbath Lane, 

Blackmill, Bridgend - 
change of use of land 
from agriculture to resi¬ 
dential curtilage. 

Mr M lies - 42 Llys 
Pentre, Broadlands, 
Bridgend - convert 
integral garage to living 
space. 

Mrs K Reid - 7 

Mackworth Road, 
Porthcawl - lawful 
development certificate 
for existing use as a bed 
and breakfast. 
Nantyffyllon RFC - 
Nantyfyllon RFC, 
Blosse Street, Maesteg 
- provision for addition¬ 
al two 10-metre high 
steel posts with flood¬ 
lights to north end of 
field for training purpos¬ 
es. 

Mr G Evans - land at 
11 The Retreat, 
Nottage, Porthcawl - 

new septic tank. 


RCT Regen and 
Planning - former 
Llanilid Opencast Coal 
Site, Llanharan, RCT 

- vary condition 1 of 

RCT consent 

08/1491/15 to allow fur¬ 
ther time to submit 
reserved matters and 
commence develop¬ 
ment. 

Land Energy - 32 

Chilcott Avenue, 
Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - new 
storage facilities includ¬ 
ing two storage build¬ 
ings, two silos, extend 
compressor shed and 
other works. 

Mr R Henderson - 6 
Swn yr Afon, Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend - con¬ 
vert garage into a room. 
Heol y Cyw Social Club 

- Heol y Cyw Social 
Club, 27-31 Pant 
Hirwaun, Heol y Cyw, 
Bridgend - lean-to cov¬ 
ered access for disabled 
to main club entrance. 
Mr C Jordan - 3 
Skikholm Close, 
Nottage, Porthcawl - 
front and rear exten¬ 
sions. 

Nolan Recycling Ltd - 

Nolan Recycling Ltd, 
Waste Transfer 

Station, The Old 
Quarry, Stormy Down, 


Bridgend - offices to 
serve waste transfer 
facility (amended pro¬ 
posal - adding addition¬ 
al office space). 

Mr G Thomas - 53 
Garfield Avenue, 
Litchard, Bridgend - 
two storey extension to 
side and rear of property 
(revision of previously 
approved scheme). 

D Avery and P Vaughan 

- The Coach House, 

Danygraig Hill, 

Newton, Porthcawl - 
retain 1.8m high bound¬ 
ary fence enclosing 
land, revised vehicle 
parking and alterations 
to front elevation. 

Mr R Anthony - Flat 
24, Anchor Bar and 
Marine Flats, The 
Esplanade, Porthcawl 

- new covered way to 
entrance porch, new 
first floor bay window. 
Primesite Properties 
Pencoed - Old Kings 
Head, Coychurch 
Road, Pencoed 
demolish public house 
and erect two class A1 
(retail) units. 

Mr J Beale - building 
plots 2 and 3 at 12 The 
Retreat, Porthcawl - 
proposed building plots 
for two residential 
dwellings (amended 


access to previous con¬ 
sent P/08/706/OUT). 

Mr and Mrs R Hopkins 
- Balias Farm, Heol y 
Sheet, Stormy Down, 
Pyle, Bridgend - con¬ 
version of farmhouse 
into country guest house 
and garage into addi¬ 
tional guest bedrooms. 
Mr M Tilley - 82 
Highfields, Brackla, 
Bridgend - double 
storey side/rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr and Mrs Webb - 11 
South Road, 

Porthcawl - garage 
block for three units 
(replace consent 08/114) 
for two separate garages 
and space for future 
garage. 

Mr P Griffiths - The 
Coach House, Pool 
Farm, Kenfig, 

Bridgend - retention of 
structure for home 
office use and storage 
above. 

Mrs H Kendall - 10 
Tennyson Drive, Cefn 
Glas, Bridgend - rear 
dormer extension. 

Miss K Tame - 115 
West Park Drive, 
Porthcawl - two storey 
extension to rear. 
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A European educational feast at St John’s 
as Comenius partners are made welcome 



ABOVE: The youngest pupils sang French songs but in Welsh costume! 



HUNDREDS of Welsh cakes, 
steaming bowls of cawl, thou¬ 
sands of flags and brightly 
coloured banners - these were 
just some of the images on dis¬ 
play at the end of January in St 
John’s School, Porthcawl, 
when pupils and staff wel¬ 
comed 20 visitors from their 
partner schools in Turkey, 
Iceland, Ireland and Germany. 

The visit was part of the school’s 
two-year Comenius project, which is 
based on the theme of ‘respect’. 

Teachers and pupils from the four 
countries attended lessons in St John’s 
and the visiting children stayed with 
local families to fully experience 
Welsh life. 

St John’s organised a special 
Comenius concert comprising plays, 
songs, individually penned poems 
about respect and also musical items, 
both vocal and instrumental. 

Languages teacher Mrs Sarll said: 


“The concert and the whole visit was 
an enormous success. All of our visi¬ 
tors felt very at home in Porthcawl and 
one of the teachers from Germany has 
already booked her summer holiday 
here! 

“We look forward to sharing our 
venture with the wider community 
over the next few months.” 

Pupils, staff and Madeleine Moon, 
MP were treated to presentations from 
each country and also gave their own 
talks. An educational feast, everyone 
learned that Turkey is the only capital 
city in the world to span two conti¬ 
nents, that Iceland has 13 Santa 
Clauses - and that the Irish really do 
believe in fairies! 

Headmistress Mrs Clint concluded: 
“Hosting this visit was a great privi¬ 
lege and we were thrilled to welcome 
everyone from our partner countries. 
All our pupils and staff are benefiting 
from emphasising the theme of respect, 
which is already given prominence in 
our curriculum.” 


| PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN 



ABOVE: Mrs Clint with the Turkish teachers. 


ABOVE: The European visitors join Mrs Clint and Mrs Sarll on stage. 
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AROUND AND ABOUT THE LOCAL WIs 


Couple’s tales of 
the Great Wall 


Talking about a 
‘policeman’s lot’ 


NOTTAGE 


SKER 


T HE first 
monthly 
meeting of 
the New Year was 
held on Thursday, 
February 4 in the 
Unitarian Church 
Hall when the pres¬ 
ident welcomed 
members and min¬ 
utes of the last 
meeting were read 
and accepted. 

The speakers were 
David and Pat Parry 
who gave a very inter¬ 
esting talk, with slides 
of their visit to China. 
They saw some of the 
more well known sights, 
including the Great Wall 
of China, and less famil¬ 
iar places. 

A small get together 
was arranged for a 
member, Mrs Gwladys 
Duffy, who was leaving 
the area. 

The programme for 
the coming year 
includes the spring 
council meeting in 
Cardiff, and plans for 


the annual link meeting 
are well under way, both 
during April. 

At the next branch 
meeting on March 4, 
Christine Groom will be 
talking about memora¬ 
bilia. 

The branch meets on 
the first Thursday of 
each month at 7pm in 
the Unitarian Church 
Hall. Anyone wishing to 
join is very welcome. 


T he February 
meeting of 
Sker WI was 
held at St David’s 
Church Hall, 
Nottage when presi¬ 
dent, Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed 50 members. 

The secretary 
informed members of 
future events organised 
by Glamorgan 


Branch celebrates 
its 60 th birthday 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG 


Send your WI reports 
to Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, 
CF71 7EL or 
ggem@ internet- 
today, co.uk 


M YNYDD 
CYNFFIG 
WI’s 

monthly meeting at 
Pisgah Vestry was 
opened by president 
Mrs Enid Rymer. 

After general busi¬ 
ness, 34 members and 
one visitor had a small 
celebration, thinking of 
Mynydd Cynffig mem¬ 
bers past and present at 
the 60th birthday 
anniversary. Mrs Rymer 
gave a toast and a deli¬ 
cious cake was enjoyed 
by members. 

Mr David Allen gave 
an inspiring talk on his 
walk to the Everest Base 
Camp. His wonderful 


photographs and enthusi¬ 
asm for the Nepalese 
people impressed all 
members. 

Mrs Margaret Jones 
gave the vote of thanks 
and a cheque was added 
to Mr Allen’s fundrais¬ 
ing for the poorest peo¬ 
ple in Nepal. 

Dates: Tuesday, 
February 23, interest 
group; Tuesday, March 
2 is the next committee 
meeting and interest 
group; Tuesday, March 9 
is next full meeting. 

Anyone needing 
information regarding 
Mynydd Cynffig WI can 
contact Mrs Maureen 
Crewe on 01656 
749070. 


Federation of WIs. 

A darts team from 
Sker WI would play in 
the county’s darts tour¬ 
nament on Saturday, 
February 20, at 
Flanharry Workingmen’s 
Club. 

Several members 
would attend the coun¬ 
ty’s council meeting on 
April 22 at St David’s 
Hall, Cardiff, and two 
bowls teams from Sker 
would play in the coun¬ 
ty’s bowls tournament in 
April at Sully. 

The speaker Ken 
Watts, ex-Mayor and 
retired police superin¬ 
tendent, talked about ‘A 
Policeman’s Fot’. 

Ken gave members an 
insight into his life as a 
police constable, cover¬ 
ing the serious side of 
policing as well as some 
of the more lighthearted 
moments. 

He spoke about the 
early years of his career; 
the later years on his 
way to becoming super¬ 
intendent is another 
story! 

Next month's meeting 
will be on March 11 at 
7pm in St David’s 
Church Hall. Mrs. 
Yvonne Fidyozyn will 
demonstrate items of 
sugar craft. 

For more information 
phone secretary, Cynthia 
Sidey on 01656 786218. 

BG 


Birthday, and a 
talk on seashells 


SOUTHERNDOWN 


P RESIDENT 
Rhiannon 
Gaen wel¬ 
comed members 
and guests to the 
first monthly meet¬ 
ing of 2010 - 
January having 
been cancelled due 
to inclement weath¬ 
er. 

The annual lunch 
was held at 
Southemdown Golf 
Club in January, and 
oldest current member, 
the ‘all singing, all 
dancing’ Joan 
Kinsbrooke, celebrated 
her 90th birthday! 

What started out as a 
childhood pastime on 
seaside holidays has 
now developed into an 
extensive, absorbing 
hobby for conchologist 


Jan Gosney, the visiting 
speaker. 

She gave a very 
interesting talk about 
her excellent, varied 
collection of shells, 
many of which she had 
on show. 

There was much to 
take in but with more 
than 80,000 types of 
shells in the world, the 
information was of 
necessity limited in a 
half-hour talk. 

Next month’s meet¬ 
ing is on March 11, at 
St Brides Major church 
hall at 7.15pm, when 
Mansel Jones will talk 
about the probation 
service. 

BM 


Komedy of Errors 

‘Gerald’ (juggler Ben Cornish) and ‘Wallace’ 
(clown Steve Eldridge) will be combining to 
perform ‘A Komedy of Errors’ at Wildmill 
Community Life Centre, Bridgend, tomorrow 
(Friday, February 19) at 7pm. 

It includes comedy, juggling, circus skills, 
unicycling and “plenty of laughs”. Tickets 
are priced at £3 adults and £2 concessions. 


Taser led to 
manager’s 
prosecution 


South Wales police 
carried out a “sub¬ 
stantial operation” 
when they received 
a report that a taser 
stun gun had been 
found in a Bridgend 
pub 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that eight officers 
went to the Prince of 
Wales pub in Bridgend 
and discovered the 
weapon in a glass of 
water. 

The pub supervisor 
Kevin Darks (42) of 
Market Street, Maesteg, 
admitted possessing a 
prohibited weapon. 

He was sentenced to a 
community order for one 
year and ordered to carry 
out 100 hours of unpaid 
work. 

“’’This offence was 
serious. You had the 
weapon for some time 
and you were at that time 
in the position of respon¬ 
sibility,” said Judge Neil 
Bidder. 

He ordered that Dark’s 
licence be revoked. 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
October 2, the police 
received a telephone call 
from the Prince of Wales 
pub, where Darks was 
then a supervisor. 

The call came from 
Darks’ girlfriend Jennifer 
Petersen, who had heard 
a conversation concern¬ 


ing the stun gun. When 
the police searched the 
premises, they found the 
weapon in a glass of 
water and Darks was 
arrested. 

He explained that 
there had been an inci¬ 
dent in the past involving 
two customers, one of 
whom had had the gun 
and who had threatened 
Darks, who later found it 
in foliage in the beer gar¬ 
den. 

He had put it in a safe 
about six months before 
the police found it. 

A firearms expert 
found that the stun sec¬ 
tion of the gun was not 
operating. The judge 
ordered that it be forfeit¬ 
ed. 

He told Darks: “This 
is not a case for a custo¬ 
dial sentence. You were 
in possession of a licence 
and at the time you were, 
in effect, the publican. 

“I accept you intended 
handing it in to the 
police, but you delayed it 
for six months. This is an 
exceptional case and you 
didn’t intend using it as a 
weapon.” 

He warned him that if 
he breached the order, 
the ultimate sanction 
could be custody. 

The court heard that 
Darks is currently unem¬ 
ployed. 
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News in and out of the 
classroom at Litchard 
Primary School 


FOOD 

CHAIN 

ON January 25, a war¬ 
den from the Kenfig 
Nature reserve came 
into school to talk to the 
children of year-5 about 
the animal food chain. 

WELL DONE 

WELL done to Ieuan 
Wallace from 3S, who 
scored all the tries for 
Bridgend Sports when 
they beat Tondu RFC 6- 
2 recently. 

RUGBY 

OUR rugby teams 
played Nottage 

Primary away in 
Litchard’s first game 
since December and 
with only one training 
session under their belt, 
the boys played 
superbly! 

Despite a strong sea¬ 
side wind, Litchard were 
able to play the brand of 
rugby that they are 
known for, keeping the 
ball alive at all opportu¬ 
nities and shifting the 
ball along the back line to 
good effect. 

The ‘A’ team narrowly 
lost a see-saw match 
after conceding a harsh 
last-minute penalty. The 
final score was 28-21. 


Particularly abrasive 
throughout were Connor 
Mantell and Enyo 
Catangui, while Mr 
Richards was impressed 
by the younger members 
of the team. 

“The year-5 s are 
improving every game. 
Club players like Harry 
Hopkins obviously know 
their rugby and will blos¬ 
som even further next 
year. 

“However, players 
new to the game like Will 
Prosser and Benji 
Edwards are also show¬ 
ing huge potential.” 

Scorers Harry 

Hopkins and Connor 
Mantell each scored two. 

The B team faced a 
very tough task as well as 
a stronger wind; they 
also faced a tough second 
strong Nottage side. 

Although going down 
by several tries with no 
return, the boys worked 
hard throughout and 
never gave up! More 
importantly, they enjoyed 
their game! 

Jonathan Bevan cap¬ 
tained the side for the 
first time and led his side 
well. 

Clyde De Vera and 
Dylan Harvie both 
played their first away 


game for the school, giv¬ 
ing a very good account 
of themselves. Well 
done, lads! 

NETBALL 

ALL three teams won 
their matches at 
Nottage Primary. 

We are very proud of 
their performance 
because all the girls 
demonstrated outstand¬ 
ing commitment and 
team spirit, despite the 
arctic conditions. 

Team 1 won 2-0, team 
2 won 2-0, and team 3 
won 8-0! Well done girls 
and keep up the good 
work. 

HAITI 

APPEAL 

THE school held a 
‘Hats and Jeans for 
Haiti’ day to raise 
money for the Haiti dis¬ 
aster appeal. 

We are pleased to say 
that Litchard Primary 
raised a total of £540! 
Thank you to everyone 
who gave generously to 
this worthy cause. 

CHIRPING 

CHICKS 

LITCHARD Primary 
school has some new 
arrivals in the form of 


nine chirping chicks! 

Mrs Trahar and her 
reception class have been 
baby sitting 10 eggs. The 
children have been mak¬ 
ing regular trips to see 
the increasing brood and 
we thank Mrs Trahar for 
organising this. 

SUPER 

SWIMMERS 

Congratulations to the 
following children who 
have all received swim¬ 
ming certificates 

recently: 

Lauren Webster (year- 
1) - Stage 3 Swimming 
Award and 10 metre front 
crawl; Megan Donoghue 
(year-1) - Duckling 
Awards Grade 3 and 4; 
Bryony Llewellyn (year- 
1) - Rainbow 10m 

National Plan Stage 1; 
Jac Biggs (year-1) - 
Duckling 1 Award; Adam 
Matthews (year-1) - 
Duckling Awards Grade 
1,2, 3 and 4! 


Elij'ah to be performed 
at the Tabernacl 


FOR its spring con¬ 
cert on March 7, 
Tabernacl Music 
Society will be per¬ 
forming 

Mendelssohn’s dra¬ 
matic oratorio 
Elijah under the 
baton of musical 
director Kevin 
Adams. 

Joining the choir are 
the TMS orchestra com¬ 
prising musicians and 
music teachers from the 
Bridgend area and four 
accomplished soloists at 
Tabernacl chapel, 
Bridgend, on March 7 at 
7.30pm. 

Soprano Anne Wilkins 
was bom in Neath and 
educated at Ysgol 
Penybont for the 
Visually Impaired and at 
the Royal National 
College for the Blind, 
Shrewsbury. 

Later she studied at 
the Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama. 
Among her many suc¬ 
cesses, Anne was twice 
winner of the Lieder 
Competition at the 
National Eisteddfod in 
Newport in 2004 and 
Swansea in 2006. 

Contralto Llora York 
Skinner from mid Wales 
was bom into a musical 
family. She graduated 
from the Royal Northern 
College of Music in 
Manchester, later obtain¬ 
ing a post graduate 
diploma from the 
RWCMD. Llora is a 
versatile artist with a 
wide repertoire having 
given concerts touring 
the US as well as at 
home in Wales. Among 
her awards are the Dame 
Shirley Bassey 


Scholarship and the Sir 
Geraint Evans 
Scholarship. 

Tenor Robyn Lyn 
Evans was bom in 
Ceredigion and studied 
at Trinity College, 
Carmarthen and as a 
postgraduate student at 
the Royal College of 
Music, London. 
Competition highlights 
have been ‘Young Singer 
of the Year’ at 
Llangollen International 
Eisteddfod 1999 and 
twice Blue Riband win¬ 
ner at the National 
Eisteddfod (2000 and 
2007). He is a regular on 
the concert platform and 
is frequently heard on 
radio and television. 


Baritone Roger 
Langford is currently 
musical director of the 
Gwent Bach Society and 
a vocal therapist, work¬ 
ing with people with 
special needs, in particu¬ 
lar with Parkinson’s 
Disease sufferers. He 
studied at the Royal 
Academy of Music, 
London, and obtained a 
Diploma of Advanced 
Studies in Opera. 

His singing career 
spans many oratorio, 
operatic and musical the¬ 
atre roles as well as 
choral work with the 
BBC Singers and the 
BBC National Chorus of 
Wales. 

ANNE THOMAS 


Youth 
centre’s 
green light 

PLANS to build a 
new youth centre 
on part of a play 
area in Pencoed 
have been 
approved, following 
a site visit by coun¬ 
cillors. 

Local residents have 
objected to the scheme 
to provide the modular 
building on land at the 
rear of Heol Las, 
Pencoed. 

There were fears of 
problems of vandalism 
and noise and nuisance 
with young people gath¬ 
ering in the area. 

There were also con¬ 
cerns about the loss of a 
kick-about area that was 
well used by local chil¬ 
dren. 

However, members of 
the development control 
committee voted to grant 
the application which 
was submitted by the 
Bridgend Youth Service. 


Huge Winter Sate * * 

* WE WILL NOT 
* BE BEATEN * 
** ON PRICE!* * 

Vj. 

ON ANY LIKE- FOR-UKE QUOTE 

CALL US FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION * 
QUOTE (Terms and Conditions will apply) 
Telephone 01446 749055 ~ * 

Freefone 0800 0260587- 24hrs KA * 
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Dinas Windows, Unit 16, Tyverlon Est, Cardiff Road, Barry 




LAST 4 DAYS! 


Must End Sunday! 


Buy Thurs, Fri & Sat 9.30am-5pm & Sun 11.00am-4pm 


A 





REASONABLE 
OFFER REFUSED 

ON SELECTED ITEMS 
LOOK FOR THE 
TICKETS! 


◄ ^ forcei 

Furniture • Accessories • Bedding 

Styleforce Ltd., 

11 Village Farm Trading Estate, 

Pyle, Bridgend CF33 6NU. 

Tel: 01656 743719 


THE GREAT £428,000 
REFURBISHMENT SALE! 


A plain statement of fact - our guarantee: 

The savings will delight and amaze you because the values are legitimate. 

Our long-standing policy of honesty and fairness ensures our customers that we would 
never raise our prices in order to lower them! Put down the newspaper, turn off the TV 
and arrive early for the best selection. We must and will sell our present stock as 
quickly as possible. Every item in our store is on sale. You will not be disappointed. 


PRICES SLASHED AGAIN! 


RIMINI WHITE 
TABLE & 6 CHAIRS 

Was £1743 NOW £699 


LAZBOY MARYLAND FABRIC 
3 Seater & 2 Seater Sofa 
Was £2195 NOW £699 


PIRAN WHITE HIGH 

GLOSS TOP COFFEE TABLE 
Was £299 NOW £79 


i Special Sale Hours: 
Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 9.30-5.00 
Sunday 11.00-4.00 


LAZBOY COOLBOX 

LEATHER RECLINING CHAIR | 
Was £1495 NOW £595 


BEDFORD OAK DINING 
TABLE 54cm x 30.5cm & 4 CHAIRS 
Was £799 NOW £369 


FROST EXTENDING GLASS 
TOP TABLE MOHAIRS 
Was £599 £299 


PIRAN WHITE HIGH 

GLOSS TOP TV BASE UNIT 
Was £349 NOW £129 


IFD LEATHER 
SOFA & CHAIR 

Was £2790 NOW £1295 I 


SALE RESUMES THURSDAY AT 9MNI! 


ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


6 lyw* M Ciipii jnr 4 
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No support for budget from 
former alliance partners 


Helping you with digital 
television switchover 


THE ‘Rainbow Alliance’ of 
Liberal Democrats and 
Conservatives on Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) has failed to sup¬ 
port the budget for the new 
financial year. 

The two parties abstained when 
the Labour administration’s budg¬ 
et was voted on at the council 
meeting last week. 

In a statement released to the 
press afterwards, Coun Cheryl 
Green, leader of the Liberal 
Democrats, and Coun Pat 
Hacking, Conservative leader, 
said that they could not support 
the budget because it was unrealis¬ 
tic in the amount of money allo¬ 
cated to social services. 

Speaking to The GEM, Coun 
Green said she was concerned that 
the £lm increase allowed for chil¬ 
dren’s social services would not be 
adequate. 

“The officers initially said that 
they needed an extra £1.9m to ful¬ 
fil all the council’s statutory obli¬ 
gations,” she said. “The budget for 
children’s services is overspent 
this year by about £1.3m - we will 
not know the final figure until the 
end of March. 

“We feel that the cabinet is 
being unrealistic in expecting sav¬ 
ings to be made to cover for the 
other £900,000. It is our fear that 
this time next year we will be fac¬ 
ing another serious overspend on 
children’s social services. It is the 
responsibility of the council, as 
emphasised by the Wales Audit 
Office, to set a realistic and sus¬ 
tainable budget.” 

Coun Green said that the rele¬ 
vant scrutiny committee has been 
concerned about this and had 
asked for the issue to be looked at 
again but this was not done. 

“The cabinet has merely said 
that the figure is achievable and 


OPEN 


that’s why we could not support it. 

She said that she supported 
efforts to save money by recruit¬ 
ing more in-house foster carers 
rather than using outside fostering 
agencies but she said that it was a 
long process to recruit and train 
suitable new foster carers. 

Coun Pat Hacking, who chairs 
the wellbeing scrutiny committee 
which covers adult social services, 
said that adult services were fac¬ 
ing a £1.2m overspend this year 
and the new budget allowed an 
extra £l.lm, which in her view 
was not sufficient. 

“They are looking for savings 
of £325,000 and I do not see how 
this can be achieved when you 
look at the pressures facing adult 
social care. 

“People are living longer - we 
are facing a 17 per cent increase in 
the number of people aged 75 and 
over in the next five years. People 
with learning difficulties are also 
living longer and need to be cared 
for and many disabled children 
who would have died in the past 
are now surviving into adulthood. 

“All we are getting from the 
cabinet is a bland answer that 
things will have to be done differ¬ 
ently. They are being unrealistic.” 

The two parties are opposed to 
the lOp increase on school meal 
prices which will increase from 
£1.70p a day to £1.80p. 

Coun Ken Watts, Conservative, 
challenged the cabinet over this 
increase, which he said would pro¬ 
duce relatively little revenue - 
£50,000 - but could penalise chil¬ 
dren not eligible for free school 
meals. 

Speaking to The GEM he said: 
“There seems to be an assumption 
on the part of the cabinet that 
increasing the price will entitle 
more children to free school 
meals. 

“But my understanding is that 


the entitlement depends on the 
income of the parents and not on 
the price of the meal.” 

Coun Watts said that officers 
had estimated that there could be a 
10 per cent drop in the number of 
children taking school meals. 

“I would like to know how the 
council can justify reducing the 
number of children having a 
school meal as a device to save a 
mere 0.02 per cent of the council’s 
gross expenditure.” 

The two opposition parties are 
also unhappy with the 4.79 per 
cent increase in council tax which 
has been approved. 

“We felt that they should be 
looking for more savings in other 
areas of the budget,” said Coun 
Green. “We are mindful of the 
economic climate and the poten¬ 
tial impact of the increase on fam¬ 
ilies. This increase is one of the 
highest in Wales and is almost at 
the maximum five per cent 
allowed by the Welsh Assembly 
Government.” 

Council Leader Mel Nott told 
The GEM yesterday: “The budget 
was considered in full by council 
last week and all councillors had 
the opportunity to challenge any 
aspects of it. 

“There are areas which are 
extremely tight, but a balance has 
to be struck between meeting serv¬ 
ice needs and increasing council 
tax. 

“This administration is taking 
every possible step to introduce 
efficiencies throughout the author¬ 
ity, and our first priority is looking 
after the needs of the most vulner¬ 
able members. 

“I find it disappointing that the 
leaders of the Rainbow Alliance 
are seeking to make political gain 
in this manner when they are fully 
aware of the difficult decisions 
facing the authority. ” 

JAYNE ISAAC 


F ROM March 3, the digital TV 

switchover will begin, with the ana¬ 
logue signal being shut off for good 
on March 31. 

To ensure that you are ready for the 
switchover, you must be able to receive your 
television signal through any one of these 
ways; using a digital box (such as Free view, 
Top Up TV or BT Vision); having a digital TV 
service, such as Sky, Freesat, Virgin Media or 
Tiscali TV, installed; or by purchasing a new 
television set with digital (Freeview or freesat) 
built in. 

You may also need to change your recording 


equipment, and there are three types of digital 
TV recorders; a hard drive recorder; a DVD 
recorder; or a recorder that allows you to do 
both. 

If you have any questions about the 
switchover, and how it will affect you, visit the 
switchover website at www.digitaluk.co.uk, or 
telephone 08456 505050. 

A Welsh language helpline is available on 
08458 484848. 

If you are over 75, or disabled, the 
Switchover Help Scheme can help provide 
equipment and practical support needed. 

Telephone 0800 40 85 900 or visit www.help- 
scheme.co.uk. 


ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? 


FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE SKY DIGITAL 
FREE INSTALLATION 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

• Domestic & Commercial 

• Discounts For Oapt 

• 24 Hour 7 Days Service 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• Digital Aerials Supplied And 
Fitted And Adjusted 

• Digital Switchover Spcciatats 

• RDt Approved Installers 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 




Plasm* Wall Mounts 
A Hidden Cable 
Specialists 


di S ita O I LIMITED OFFER 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevislonltd.co.uk 


* Sky • HO Syatema F«CC * 
■rich Mo MO SeMcrtpitiM 

> EXISTING SkyMiMM 
upprodUf •«* Sky ♦ NO 
lytltm* • No S o ke orspdion 
for HO ONLY tlSt.OO 

* rue it* 



WEEKEND - THIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 



Located within the original historical parkland of 17th century Hensol Castle and adjacent 
to the luxurious Vale Resort, phase 2 of this prestigious development is now on sale with 
a choice of two and three bedroom apartments available. Each apartment is unique 
although all benefit from large floor space throughout and many designer finishing 
touches. Contemporary modern living and a unique lifestyle choice await at Hensol Castle 
Park, Wales’ most exclusive address. 

PRICES FROM £ 270,000 

FOLLOW SIGNS FROM J34 OF THE M4 

Tel: 01443 665855 for details 


www.hensolcastlepark.co.uk 



Hensol Castle Park 


Hensol Castle Park, Hensol, Vale of Glamorgan CF72 8JY 
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BITE OF THE WOLFMAN C GWYNFA CAMERA CUJB NEWS 

IS MORE LIKE A NIBBLE! Maximum scores for local 

I N Hollywood, 
the word ‘delay’ 
more often than 
not means ‘failure’; 
should a big-budget 
film suffer from the 
dreaded case of 
having its release 
date moved back, 
the first impression 
is of a studio trying 
to salvage a modest 
success from an 
impending disaster. 

The Wolfman certainly 
fits this category, having 
already seen director 
Mark Romanek leave the 
project, due to ‘artistic 
differences’, and be 
replaced by Jurassic 
Park 3 director Joe 
Johnson. 

Given that the film 
was due to be released in 
the latter part of 2008, it 
finally makes its bow on 
the big screen. 

Benicio Del Toro 
plays Lawrence Talbot, 
an actor who returns to 
his family home for a 
stilted confrontation with 
his estranged father 
(Anthony Hopkins), 
upon learning of his 
brother’s disappearance 
and subsequent death at 
the hands of a mysteri¬ 
ous creature. 

Vowing to his broth¬ 
er’s fiancee (Emily 
Blunt) that he will find 
whoever is responsible 
for his brother’s death, 

Talbot is attacked by the 
mysterious creature, and 
as family secrets come 
out into the open, he 
begins to undergo some 
drastic changes... 

Given the acting pedi¬ 
gree on offer, and a 
director who may not be 
‘A list’ but is more than 
capable of delivering the 
goods when required, 

The Wolfman showed a 
lot of promise, delays or 
no delays. 

However, the end 
product is one that is 
severely lacking, feeling 
like the amalgamation of 
many different visions, 
but without a strong 
enough through point to 
really grab (or should 
that be bite) the viewer. 

In monster-movie 
lore, the Wolfman char¬ 
acter is highly regarded, 
so any attempt to bring 
the story to modern day 
audiences would be bur¬ 
dened with an element 
of pressure in attempting 
to match the feel of the 
original, yet director Joe 
Johnson achieves some¬ 
thing approximating that 
feeling. 

Being somewhat of a 
B-movie director par 
excellence (his previous 
credits include Jumanji 
and The Rocketeer) he 
brings that schlocky sen¬ 
sibility here, giving the 
film a nice edge of ten¬ 
sion and using all the 
tricks in the book to elic¬ 
it scares. 

The film is visually 
superb, the period atten¬ 
tion detail wonderful, 
and Johnson lenses the 
film with a strong eye 
for genre convention. 

What he does less 
successfully (though 
more as a result of the 
script) is create any real 
sequences of note. When 
the Wolfman finally lets 
loose, there is the pre- 



that The Wolfman finds 
itself floundering, and 
the murky story arcs and 
lack of depth simply add 
to the film’s woes. It 
shows potential in 
places, but ultimately 
this a film that is severe¬ 
ly lacking in bite! 

VERDICT-A weak 
mish-mash of a film that 
is testament to the theory 
that too many cooks 
spoil a broth, The 
Wolfman is somewhat of 
a letdown. 

The direction and per¬ 
formances only really 
fizz intermittently, and 
while it captures the tone 
of the genre well, it 
doesn’t work when all 
put together. Poor. 


SCREEN 

TALK 


screen 

hi Ik 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


photographers in tourney 


TWO Gwynfa Camera 
Club photographers 
achieved maximum 
scores of 20 points in the 
Vale Photographic Print 
Challenge for both of 
their entries. 

They were ‘De Schell Molen 
Damme’ by Gary Were; and 
‘Intimidation’ by Alec Stewart. 
A special award was also made 
to Alec for the best colour print 
entry in the competition. 

Seven camera clubs including 
Barry, Bridgend, Gwynfa 
(Llantrisant), Merthyr Tydfil, 


Pyle and Porthcawl, Rhondda, 
and the Vale, were invited to 
compete in a seven-way annual 
photographic challenge. 

Each club submitted eight 
entries. The chosen prints were 
already winners or highly-grad¬ 
ed entries from home club in- 
house competitions. 

The judge was Tony Byram. 

The overall winners were 
first, Bridgend Camera Club 
with 138 points. 

Gwynfa Camera Club were a 
very close second place, with 
137 points. 

In third place. 13 points 


adrift, were Rhondda Camera 
Club with 124 points. 

The contest this year was 
hosted by The Vale Camera 
Club and was held at the 
Community Hall, Ystradowen. 
Gwynfa 
exhibition 

The Gwynfa Camera Club 
annual photographic print exhi¬ 
bition will be held at the Church 
Village Life Long Learning 
Centre, Church Village, near 
Pontypridd from March 1 to 
March 18. 

There will be free admission 
from 9am-6pm daily. 


dictable mixture of limbs 
being torn off and blood 
being splattered, but a 
London-set chase aside, 
there is little that truly 
gets the blood pumping, 
or uses the character par¬ 
ticularly well. 

He is given a cast that 
most directors would 
bite their own arm off 
for, but yet again a mix¬ 
ture of script and 
Johnson’s reputation for 
visuals, means that while 
no-one embarrasses 
themselves, nobody real¬ 
ly distinguishes them¬ 
selves either. 

Considering this was 
his pet project (he is list¬ 
ed as one of the film’s 
producers), Benicio Del 
Toro is surprisingly 
muted in the lead role. 

The actor brings a 
degree of class and qual¬ 
ity to the majority of the 
work he is involved in, 
and the same can be said 
here, but the character of 
Talbot is only fitfully 
explored throughout the 
film. 

There is a perfunctory 
mention of a troubled 
childhood, but the real 
meat of the story is the 
troubled relationship 
with his father, which 
really leaves you want¬ 
ing more. 

Similarly, we spend 
plenty of time waiting 
for Talbot’s transforma¬ 
tion, but when it comes, 
there is little insight into 
what is going on in his 
mind in the aftermath of 
his transformation as he 
contemplates the rising 
body count. 

It’s a small point, but 
one that would add 
depth to the film and it’s 
a shame that Del Toro, 
as a good an actor as he 
is, isn’t allowed the 
opportunity to do more 
with it. 

While Anthony 
Hopkins attacks his 
character with all the rel¬ 
ish of a starving man 
with a T-bone steak, his 
portrayal is too broad 
and exuberant for the 
tone of the film, feeling 
a little out of place and, 
at times, a little too silly 
for the character’s good. 

His sparring with Del 
Toro is easily the best 
parts of the film, yet 
there isn’t enough of 
them to really bring out 
the best in the actor. 

Emily Blunt does no 
harm to her burgeoning 
reputation with a pleas¬ 
ing, if a little one-note, 
performance as the 
woman who finds her¬ 
self falling for Talbot, 
while Hugo Weaving 
turns in a superb cameo 
as the detective investi¬ 
gating the spate of mur¬ 
ders; with a raised eye¬ 
brow here, he plays it 
with a twinkle in his eye 
and the performance is 
all the better for it. 

All the hard work 
from Johnson and the 
cast, however, is undone 
by a script that has two 
credited writers in 
Andrew Kevin Walker 
and David Self, yet has 
the fingerprints of at 
least half a dozen more 
all over it. 

Given such tonally 
uneven material, a fami¬ 
ly drama infused with 
blood and guts for the 
less-than-disceming hor¬ 
ror fan, it is little wonder 


Once the switch to digital TV begins on Wednesday 3 March you’ll need to re-tune (or install) 
your Freeview TV or box; Then on 31 March you’ll need to re-tune again to complete switchover. 
Satellite and cable TV viewers will not be affected. 

It’s good practice to re-tune from time to time to carry on viewing all available channels. 

For a simple guide to re-tuning, call us on 08456 50 50 50 (English language) 

or 08458 48 48 48 (Welsh language) / 

or visit digitaluk.co.uk/retuning get set for digitally! 

*lncludes BT Vision orTop Up TV equipment. 

Calls are free for BT customers within inclusive calling plans. Call charges from other providers may vary. 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by their families 


Marie Curie 

Cancer Care 




The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature Devoted to Life 


THE GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL 2010 

ARE YOU ONE OF THE 20,000 VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED BY MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE? 


A N array of well known faces have 
come together to support Marie 
Curie Cancer Care’s Great 
Daffodil Appeal this year. 

Stephen Fry, Tony Blackburn, Lynda 
Bellingham, Jon Culshaw, Alison Steadman, and 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes are among the stars who 
feature in a short video calling on people to vol¬ 
unteer to raise funds to provide nursing care for 
terminally ill people in their own homes. 


Mane Curie Cancer Care - 
Devoted to Life 
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02920 426 086 
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Claire Notman, Marie Curie 
Hospice, Fundraising Office, 
Briageman Road, Penarth, 
CF64 3YR. 


Are pleased to support 
this worthy cause 

All aspects of vehicle servicing & maintenanance 
MoT tests with 10 working day free retest 

01446 774870 

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm 
Saturday 8am - 1 lam 
Family run business established 28 years 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
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“rtl|solicitors wi-fctoiU ^ 

Buying, Selling or re-mortgaging? Make the right move by calling RTL Solicitors. 

We will provide you with a fast and efficient conveyancing service: 

9 Competitive fees «*E 

O Extended office hours - you can contact us 7 days a week 
9 Direct access to the legal team handling your transaction 
9 Regular progress reports 
9 Parking conveniently situated at our offices 
Alternatively, 

9 the whole process can be achieved over the phone or by post or using 
e-mail, saving you time and money on face-to-face meetings 


Call 01656 665890 to discuss your requirements 
e-mail info@rtllegal.co.uk www.rtl-law.co.uk 


The Vale of Glamorgan 

Labour Party 

supports the 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 

If you would like to join the Labour 
Party, telephone 08705 900 200 


The Marie Curie video, which can be viewed 
online at http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil/, 
has been made by the charity to help recruit 
20,000 volunteer collectors for its 2010 Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

Actor Stephen Mangan, one of the people fea¬ 
tured in the video, has personal reasons for sup¬ 
porting the Great Daffodil Appeal. 

Both of Stephen’s parents died from cancer 
and were cared for at home by Marie Curie 
Nurses. 

Stephen, best known for his performances in 
Green Wing and Channel Four’s Free Agents, 
said: “Most terminally ill people want to be 
cared for at home, surrounded by their loved 
ones. Marie Curie Nurses working across the 
UK make this possible because they provide 
care, totally free to patients in their own homes. 

“I’m proud to be supporting the appeal in any 
way I can and hope the video encourages every¬ 
one to give an hour of their time to help, because 
it really could help someone in their final 
hours.” 

Each March the charity encourages everyone 
in the UK to give a donation in return for a daf¬ 
fodil to wear in support of Marie Curie nurses. 

All money raised will help Marie Curie 
Cancer Care provide free nursing care for people 
with cancer and other terminal illnesses in their 
own homes and the charity’s hospices. 

Marie Curie Cancer Care urgently needs to 
recruit 20,000 volunteer collectors to help its 
Great Daffodil Appeal. 

The charity is asking for volunteer collectors 
to give an hour of their time during the Great 
Daffodil Appeal this February and March to help 
someone in their final hours. 

If you have more time available, there are 
other ways to get involved. For example, the 
charity needs help organising the collections, or 


BASSETTS S3 

Wales’Largest Citroen Dealer 

BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND 
CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 


ALL WELCOME 

| L Bridgend 

I GOLF 

Complex 

• Nine hole pay & play public course 

• All-weather floodlit driving range 

• PGA tuition & golf shop 

SPECIAL SAVER 

Weekend Golf at 
Weekday Rates 


Beginners & experienced 
goffers alike 


Induction or improvement 

£15 PER LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 
£80.00 for 6 
Why not book a course? 

b:(«mu:n I 

Weekdays: 9 holes £6.1 
18 holes £9.00 
Weekends and bank holidays: 
9 holes £7.00,18 holes 
£10.50 

Tel: 01656 647926 


Alin. FITZGER ALD 
AND WALKER. 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 
AND TAX CONSULTANTS 
Professional Advice and a Friendly Service 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
• SELF ASSESSMENT • NEW BUSINESS 
START-UPS • AUDITS • PAYE &TAX ADVICE 
• COMPANY FORMATIONS, WAGES 
& VAT SERVICE 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

The Pavilion, Eastgate Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (0144$) 739953 


you could volunteer at your local fundraising 
office or distributing daffodil boxes to local sup¬ 
porters. 

To volunteer for the Great Daffodil Appeal 
and help Marie Curie Cancer Care provide care 
for terminally ill people and support for their 
loved ones, visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/ 
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Welsh 

Conservatives 


Yale of Glamorgan 
Conservative Association 

are pleased to support 

The Marie Curie 
Cancer Care 


Wendy Griffiths 


Pharmacy 


Wishes the Daffodil 
Appeal every success 


33 Clearwater Way, Lakeside, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2075 4388 


Don’t let a scratch on your 
car put a dent in your pocket! 

Stone chips, scratches and bumper scuffs can 
now be repaired same day at your convenience 
and at a fraction of‘Body Shop’ costs. 

/ Bumper Scuffs / Paint Scratches 
/ Stone Chips / Alloy Wheels 

2 YEAR GUARANTEE 
For your no obligation quote, 
al operator 

A 


call your local operator 
FULLY MOBILE 

Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 
01446 771727 


OFT 


/ 

Chip 


a A 

*vny 


www.chipsaway.co.uk/pauljarvis 


DISCOUNT PRICES > 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 
EVERY NIGHT 
FREE CUSTOMER 
CAR PARK 

Pleased to 
support this 
worthy appeal 

Branches at: Llantwit Major - Cowbridge - 
North Cornelly - Sarn - Talbot Green - 
V Caerau - Taibach & Bryntirion J 

ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 



NOW 


APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

•Double Glazing •Doors & Windows 
• Conservatories •Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
{Office: 01656 865191 Mobile: 0791 808 48 80J 


daffodil/ or call the Daffodil Hotline on 0845 
601 3107. 

To get help from the Marie Curie Nursing 
Service, talk to your GP, district nurse or dis¬ 
charge nurse. For more information about Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, please visit 
www. mariecurie. org. uk 


BEECH fc CO 


Lawyers 

Residential Conveyancing 
Commercial Property 
Business Advice 
Wills & Probate 
Dispute Resolution 

T 01446 771742 The Business Centre 

F 01446 771380 Town Hall Square 

E Richard@beechandco.com Cowbridge CF71 7EE 

^ For advice please call Richard Beech 


COUNCILLOR 
EMLYN WILLIAMS 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y CYNGHORYDD 
EMLYN WILLIAMS 

Fel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


CREFFT 

Check out our website 
www. crefftkitchens. co. uk 


We are pleased to support 

Marie Curie 


THE WATERFRONT, 
11-12 SUBWAY RD, 
BARRY 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS TEL 01446 736421 


CREFFT 



Pleased to assist ^ 

this worthy cause... 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 


SAM SMITH TRAVEL 


55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
±.m Telephone: 01446 774018 
w iW Fax: 01446 773695 

vRTA sam@samsmithtravel.com 
, G 8930 www.samsmithtravel.com 
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wnter 

ENDS THIS MONDAY! 



UP TO 

HALF 

PRICE 


HUNDREDS OF 
BATHROOMS 
AND SHOWERS 


CHOOSE FROM 100's 
OF BEAUTIFUL SOFAS 


BACK 


IN VOUCHERS 


THE BIGGEST 
KITCHEN STUDIO 
IN SOUTH WALES* 


CHOICE 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 



*Offer applies to doored kitchen cabinets only, excludes plumbing, electrics and ex-display kitchens. Discounts may vary according 
to range. Minimum spend £3000. **Conditions apply, ask in store for details.ons apply. fConditions apply. 
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Porthcawl aims to 
mark royal diamond 
jubilee in style..! 


THE Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee is to be celebrated 
in style in Porthcawl. 

Conservative council leader 
David Deere stated that it was 
important to mark the event in 
2012: “One of the happiest memo¬ 
ries of my life was attending the 
coronation party as a child when 
the whole community came 
together with street parties and the 
children all had mugs and we had 
fireworks,” he said. 

“We have two years to organise 
events for this jubilee. There is to 
be an extra bank holiday at the 
beginning of June and people will 
have two days off. 

“I would like to see us, as the 
town council, taking the lead in 
setting up a stand-alone commit¬ 
tee to work on this. The committee 
should also do fund raising. 

“If we allow enough time, 
much of the funding needed could 
be raised, rather than us put 
money in from the public purse; 
but I would not like to see some 


projects fail through a lack of 
funding” 

Coun Deere suggested that 
events could include a variety 
show at the Grand Pavilion, a 
church service, fireworks, street 
parties and the involvement of 
local schools. 

“This will bring the community 
together and would be something 
that will live in the memories of 
today’s school children that they 
will take into later life: I also sug¬ 
gest that we have plenty of jelly 
and blancmange!” 

Coun Deere suggested that the 
council approach former mayor 
David Richards to chair the new 
committee, because of his experi¬ 
ence is organising similar events 
in the town. 

“He has a wonderful track 
record in organising these events,” 
he added. 

Coun Sean Aspey said he did 
not remember the Coronation as 
he was not born but he remem¬ 
bered the Silver Jubilee in 1977. 

He suggested retaining fixings 


on the lamp posts that are being 
put in place for flags for the Ryder 
Cup, and that further fixings could 
be bought over the next three 
years. 

Coun John Bunker said that the 
council had organised events for 
the Golden Jubilee and David 
Richards had chaired the whole 
event and raised quite a good sum 
of money for local charities. 

“I also remember the Silver 
Jubilee, so there has been an event 
in Porthcawl every time. Giving 
mugs to the children would be 
very relevant. I have them from 
the silver and golden jubilees.” 

Coun Norah Clarke said it 
would be a good thing to get the 
committee set up and Coun Deere 
promised to approach Mr 
Richards immediately. 

Coun Deere has since contact¬ 
ed The GEM to say that Mr 
Richards has accepted the posi¬ 
tion. 


Camper van 
row in council 


Friendship links 
with Ilfracombe 


School is first to bring 
in a foundation phase 



ABOVE: 


Headteacher Ms Lynne Bowen-Jones with Coun Jeff 
Tildesley and his consort, Mrs Audrey Thomas. 



ABOVE: The pupils get their 
hands dirty in the indoor garden. 


(Continued from page 
1 ) 

The number of pro¬ 
posed houses could be 
reduced back to the 
original number to 
enable a site to be creat¬ 
ed: “They are talking 
about camper vans at 
Hillsboro Place - it’s 
unbelievable. How can 
you put a facility for 
them there, when most 
of the car park will go 
for a supermarket as 
agreed by the Rainbow 
Alliance? 

“When they took con¬ 
trol, they changed the 
regeneration strategy for 
Sandy Bay by increasing 
the number of houses to 
1250, which is far too 
many for Porthcawl.” 

Coun Bunker had 
raised the issue of 
camper vans two years 
ago and now they had 
come back and said Rest 
Bay: “They could have 
just left it at Sandy 
Bay,” he added. 

However, Coun 
Gerald Davies, who was 
a member of the Liberal 
Democrat-led Rainbow 
Alliance, said that it was 
the Labour Party which 


A PORTHCAWL 
man killed when his 
plane crashed in 
Holland during the 
war, may be com¬ 
memorated in his 
home town. 

Porthcawl Town 
Council received a latter 
from Mr A. Hermens of 
Geldrop in the 
Netherlands, who wrote 
to say that during the 
war, an RAF plane 
crashed in their village. 

It was being piloted by 
Capt Dennis Ivor Stuart, 
who was killed. 

The 24-year-old son 
of William Horace and 
Gwendolen Lewis 
Stuart, of Porthcawl, was 


closed down Sandy Bay. 

“It was the Labour 
Party that took away 
that touring caravan 
facility. Should we go 
back to what John was 
used to - which is all 
decisions being made in 
a back room.” 

Coun Bunker inter¬ 
vened to protest it was a 
diabolical statement that 
he took exception to. 

Coun Davies said that 
the Rainbow Alliance 
had made transparent 
decisions. 

“Coun Bunker does 
not know his history - It 
was the Labour Party 
that shut Sandy Bay. It’s 
the biggest disgrace that 
the Labour Party has to 
live with. It has been a 
disaster and has cost the 
council a fortune.” 

Mayor Rosemary 
Deere intervened to say 
that they should forget 
party politics and she 
felt that recommending 
a pilot project on desig¬ 
nated regeneration area 
land was a contradic¬ 
tion. 

It was agreed to 
await the outcome of the 
BCBC scrutiny meeting. 


buried in Mierlo War 
Cemetery. 

Mr Hermens has 
asked the council if there 
is a memorial to Capt 
Stuart in Porthcawl and 
also if there is any infor¬ 
mation about him in the 
town’s archives. 

Coun David Newton 
Williams said that as a 
member of the Royal 
British Legion, he would 
check the records in the 
church and the town 
museum and see if he 
could find anything out. 
There may also be fami¬ 
ly still living in the 
town. 

It was agreed to allow 
him to investigate and 
report back. 


A DELEGATION of 
Porthcawl town 
councillors is to visit 
Ilfracombe in 
March to develop 
links with the Devon 
resort. 

Coun Sean Aspey was 
asked to give the town 
council an update on the 
arrangements he has 
made for the visit which 
has been prompted by the 
imminent start of a new 
ferry service between 
south Wales and 
Ilfracombe. 

Although the ferry 
will initially start in 
Swansea, there are hopes 
that some services will 
take in Porthcawl. 

Coun Aspey said that 
he was going to make a 
power point presentation 
at a meeting of 
Ilfracombe Town 

Council. His talk will 
explore the bonds 
between the two towns 
and explore their similar¬ 
ities. It will also explore 
ways in which the two 
towns can work together 
to benefit from the new 
ferry. 

“We want to maximise 
opportunities for both 
visitors and residents. 
Porthcawl is larger than 
Ilfracombe with 16,000 
people compared to 
11,000 and we have two 
blue flag beaches com¬ 
pared to their one. Both 
have caravan parks. We 
have a sea festival and 
they have a beer festival. 

“There’s a lot of 
opportunity for travel 
between our two resorts. 
They have a Victorian 


Week and we have the 
Elvis festival and there 
are excellent opportuni¬ 
ties for golf. 

“There’s a lot of 
potential and I hope that 
this is the start of a good 
future.” 

The visit takes place 
on March 8 and the visi¬ 
tors will have a tour of 
Ilfracombe before the 
meeting. 

Coun Aspey was 
asked who was going and 
replied that it was him¬ 
self, Coun Norah Clarke 
and her husband, former 
councillor Mike Clarke; 
Coun Jen Coombes - all 
Liberal Democrats - plus 
Conservative Jill Sweet 
and Keith E Morgan 
from The GEM. 

Coun John Bunker 
(Labour) immediately 
protested that this was 
not proportional. 

Coun Apsey stated 
that the delegation was 
non political and every¬ 
one was welcome to 
attend. 

Coun Sweet pointed 
out that an invitation was 
extended at the last meet¬ 
ing to any councillor who 
wanted to go. 

Coun Gerald Davies 
added that all those going 
were paying their own 
way, as a gesture of 
friendship. 

“This visit is being 
paid for by their own 
generosity. They are cov¬ 
ering all costs them¬ 
selves,” he explained. 

Coun Bunker retorted 
that every time he had 
ever done anything for 
the council, he had paid 
for it himself. 


A LOCAL primary 
school has become 
the first in 
Bridgend county 
borough to open a 
‘foundation phase’ 
unit for three to 
seven year-olds. 

Younger pupils will 
be taught the foundation 
phase curriculum fol¬ 
lowing new guidelines 
endorsed by the Welsh 
Assembly. 

Heol-y-Cyw Primary 
was last in the news 
when falling numbers at 
the school called into 
question its future. 

However, as the head¬ 
teacher, Ms Lynne 
Bowen-Jones, told an 
audience of parents at 
the school recently, the 
fact that Heol-y-Cyw 
was a small school with 
small year groups had 
made it easier to amalga¬ 
mate classes to reflect 
the seven areas of learn¬ 
ing and plan the curricu¬ 
lum to meet the needs of 
nursery through to year- 
2 . 

The opening ceremo¬ 
ny for the foundation 
phase unit was attended 
by the Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Coun Jeff 
Tildesley, and the ribbon 
was cut by Mrs Jackie 
Phillips, the education 
authority’s foundation 
phase officer. 

Lynne Bowen-Jones 
said: “To bring in this 
foundation phase for 
pupils between three and 
seven, we have had to 
make massive changes 
to ensure its success. 


“For example,the way 
the unit is organised in 
terms of adequate 
resources for each year 
group, the planning of 
progressive differentiat¬ 
ed activities, efficient 
use of teaching and non¬ 
teaching staff, and the 
effective use of indoor 
and outdoor experi¬ 
ences. 

“All my staff have 
responded magnificently 
to these changes, and it 
is because of their hard 
work and commitment 
that the unit is such a 
success. 

“No matter what I ask 
of them, they always 
give 100 per cent.” 

She added: “We are 
also very grateful for the 
support of our school 
governors, who immedi¬ 
ately approved the cre¬ 
ation of this unit within 
the school to improve 
our early years provi¬ 
sion.” 


Coun Tildesley said: 
“This is the first time I 
have been to Heol-y- 
Cyw and it is a tradition¬ 
al school in the best 
sense of the word - it is 
clearly an important part 
of the community. 

“I love the feel of the 
school, and it is good to 
see it being the first to 
introduce a foundation 


ON February 15, 

Sker WI held a chari¬ 
ty evening in aid of 
the Parkinson’s 
Disease Society, at 
The Scout Hall, 
Nottage, when presi¬ 
dent Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed Alun Morgan 
(who represents 
Wales on the board of 
trustees of the UK 
Parkinson’s Disease 
Society), Mr Tony 
Philips, chairman of 
the Bridgend 
Parkinson’s Disease 
Society and Louise 
Ebenezer, the special¬ 
ist Parkinson’s nurse 


phase unit.” 

Ms Bowen-Jones 
added: “Places in the 
foundation phase are 
limited, so I would 
advise parents to contact 
the school as soon as 
possible, if they would 
like their child to attend 
this new and exciting 
setting in the school,” 
she urged 


for this area. 

Guests were given 
an audio visual show 
by Les Charlesworth, 
who transported his 
audience to west 
Wales, Exmouth, 
Hong Kong, 

Mongolia, the delights 
of the American 
National Parks, as 
well as New York. 

During the interval, 
Louise Ebenezer 
spoke on Parkinson’s 
Disease and what can 
be done to alleviate 
the symptoms. 


Read your GEM 
online at bridgend- 
today-today, co. uk 
or 

porthcawl-today. co. uk 



ABOVE: Local nurseries have been 
involved in the project - pictured above 
are Susan Hostettler and Veronica Clarke 
from the Pencoed Pavilion, and June 
Tune from Pencoed Welfare Hall. 



ABOVE: Two pupils show the 
Mayor their fossils. 


BG 


Porthcawl /in brief 

THE Royal British Legion Porthcawl is 
holding a coffee morning on Friday 
(February 19) in the YMCA John Street. 

Entry 50 includes (real) coffee and biscuits. 
Information about the work and programme of the 
RBL Porthcawl will be available. 

Porthcawl YMCA is proposing bringing the 
building in John Street into the present century! 
The proposals with plans and coloured drawing 
and a model will be available to the public on 
Saturday, February 20. 

This will be launched by the Mayor of Porthcawl, 
Coun Rosemary Deere at 12noon. 

A book for signatures of anybody supporting the 
application for funding this venture is available in 
the YMCA. 


Move to honour 
wartime hero 


WI RAISES 
VITAL FUNDS 
FOR CHARITY 
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BARRY 


CLOSING DOWN 



Our Barry Store will be closing on 

Sunday, 28th February, 2010 

All STOCK REDUCED 
All STOCK MUST BE SOLD 


• We can still offer credit facilities • 


All stock will be reduced to clear including... 
3-Piece Suites, Dining Sets, Beds, Mattresses, 
Wardrobes, Mirrors, Pictures, Vases, Rugs, 
Figurines, Blinds, Lamps, Cushions, Throws. 


PALMERSVALE BUSINESS CENTRE, BARRY CF63 2XA 

(opposite Waitrose) Tel. 01446 421100 

OPENING HOURS: Monday - Saturday 9.30 am - 5.00 pm; Sunday 9.30 am - 4.00 pm 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



MAKING LIFE EASIER... 


Age Concern Guaranteed Funeral Plan 




Tfo/btexj/e/ c jt/e/LcL& 
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Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 
and well balanced meals 

... a home from home 
College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 _ 


College Fields - offering loving 
care in splendid surroundings 


We are ironing perfectionists, 
we offer a prompt, reliable 
and friendly service 


25 Items - £20. 


(Childrens’ up to 10 years and 
small items - charged 2 for 1) 

rrr, 



Single Quilt Cover & Pillow Case £1.50 
Double Quilt Cover & Pillow Case £2.00 
King Size Quilt Cover & Pillow Case £3.00 


Free collection/delivery for ironing £20 and 
over. Next day return guaranteed. 


All items guaranteed to be 
immaculately pressed. 

Give us a try! 

Telephone Wendi on 

01446 776411 








C OLLEGE FIELDS Nursing Home 
in Barry is an impressive building 
with an elegant Edwardian facade 
that has much in common with fine coun¬ 
try houses. 

The building, listed by the secretary of state for 
Wales as one of special historical and architectural 
interest, enjoys magnificent views over the Bristol 
Channel and Somerset coast. 

Residents at College Fields Nursing Home enjoy 
their home comforts in a warm, spacious, delightful 
environment, with lots of companionship. 

Care 4 Pets 
a professional, 
reliable service 

(Left to right) 
Kathryn 
Johnston, 
groomer, Alison 
Moya, owner, 
and Jo 
Greenough, 
office manager. 

C ARE 4 Pets is an established, reli¬ 
able and popular pet care company 
whose head office is situated at 120, 
Park Crescent, in Barry. 

Alison Moya, the owner, credits the success of 
Care 4 Pets to the high standard of care and reliabil¬ 
ity provided by the company. 

Care 4 Pets, which was established 10 years ago, 
has more than 60 pet carers offering pet home board¬ 
ing, house sitting, dog walking, home visits and dog 
grooming. 

Alison explained: “Our staff are experienced, reli¬ 
able and trustworthy. 

“People need to know their pet will be well cared 
for in their absence, and Care 4 Pets provides a pro¬ 
fessional and reliable service giving peace of mind 
to our clients.” 

Care 4 Pets offers all pet care services in your 
area. 



Professional Home Pet Care 

4 

Grooming Salon 

, * Pe< ; S ! rViCeS Tel: 0,446 744633 

120 Park Crescent, Local rate: 0845 456 5338 
Barry CF62 6HE www.care-4-pets.co.uk 
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Owen E Jones & Co Ltd 

Zoar Chapel of Rest 

Zoar Avenue, Maesteg CF34 9UT 

A family run funeral business 

Directed by Hywel, Rowena 
and Gareth Watts 

Established 1890 

24 Hour Personal Service 
Pre-payment funeral plans available 

Office (01656) 733167 

(24 hours) 


□ 


I Gulden Chartrt 


I F you have ever 
suffered a 
bereavement of 
someone close to 
you, or have been 
with somebody who 
has had to arrange 
a funeral, you will 
have an idea of the 
important decisions 
that have to be 
made. 

Not all families like 
to talk about the future, 
particularly about funer¬ 
als, as they do not want 
to think about being 
without someone they 
love. 

One way to avoid 
these awkward conver¬ 
sations, but still have 
the arrangements carried 


Thomas Bros 

Independent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Now launching 
^ a variety of 

** French wines .. 
Delivered to 
Your Home! 





Really the most 
thoughtful decision 
you can make 


‘ZT For a brochure: 01656 744 110 

www.seafreshltd.co.uk 

To place your order call us on 0845 60 154 60 


Seafresh quality 
food launches 
fine wines direct 
to your home 


out in a way to suit 
yourself, is by taking 
out a pre-payment 
funeral plan. 

At Owen E Jones & 
Co Ltd, we exclusively 
offer Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans. 

The plan allows you 
to make all the decisions 
and takes away any 
financial obligations 
from your next of kin. 

Your family has the 
guidance and support 
that comes from a com¬ 
pany that has been in 
existence for 120 years, 
and in Gareth Watts, a 
funeral director with 
more than 20 years’ 
experience. 

For more information 
and free advice, contact 
Gareth on 01656 
733167. 


S eafresh 

was estab¬ 
lished in 
September 1996, 
and has gone from 
strength-to- 
strength. 

We are pleased to 
introduce a variety of 
fine wines, initially with 
our French selection, 
extending to other 
regions in the near 
future. 

The concept is simple 
- quality food delivered 
directly to your home. 
The choice is wide and 
varied, and always of the 
very highest quality! 

You can browse 
through our menu, 
where you will find 
descriptions together 
with some photographs 
to order online. 

We are constantly 
building and developing 
our delivery rounds. We 


do this by way of knock¬ 
ing your door, referrals 
from our many satisfied 
customers and people 
using the internet. 

So, if you open the 
door to a smiling 
Seafresh distributor, take 
a look at our range. You 
will be impressed! 

Our distributor will be 
happy to bring a selec¬ 
tion of food into your 
home. You can see 
before you buy. 

You will find that 
because our food is 
mainly ‘individually 
Quick Frozen’, the shelf 
life is extended (in most 
cases up to 12 months). 

We revisit our cus¬ 
tomers every 10-12 
weeks, unless more fre¬ 
quent visits are request¬ 
ed. 

For more details, tele¬ 
phone 01656 744110, or 
check on the website: 
www. seafreshltd. co. uk 


Freeze 
the cost 
of your 
funeral 



Relatives are confident that their loved ones are 
receiving tender loving care, given by highly trained 
nurses. 

For further information or to arrange a visit, 
please call 01446 747778. 


• to m—4 crnnuton ksutnl cam h Ul 
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The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate 
COWBRIDGE CF71 7AB 
Conveyancing, Wills & Probate 
Agricultural & Family law 

T. 01446 775535 

www. larby-williams. co. uk J 

MAKING AND 
CHANGING 
YOUR WILL 

ANY people fail to make a will, 
assuming their estate will go to 
their husband or wife when they 

die. 

However, those dying without a will find in many 
cases that their money goes partly to their husband 
or wife, and partly to other relatives, as determined 
by intestacy law. 

This many not be what they expected or wished. 
It is therefore sensible, in most cases, to set out your 
wishes in advance by making a will. 

In addition, if you live with a partner and are not 
married, or in a ‘civil partnership’ with them, they 
have no rights to inherit - although they may be able 
to bring a claim under the Inheritance, Provision for 
Family and Dependants Act, if you were supporting 
them. 

For further information, contact Larby Williams 
Solicitors on 01446 775535. 


M 


NOW OPEN 


^STITCH 
- IN 
TIME 

For all your sewing requirements 

(including leather ana denim) 
wedding, bridesmaid dresses 
and curtain alterations, 

Competitive Prices 


School Uniform Specialists 

(Now at discounted prices) 


12-14 Stuart Terrace (Next to the Post Office) 
Talbot Green CF72 8AA 

Opening Hours 

9am-6pm Monday-Saturday 


Tel. 01443 673258 
Mob. 07961 733077 
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Harvey's &**»'**.<< 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 

2 Vale Street (Off Park Crescent), Barry 

GOOD FOOD! 
GOOD VALUE 


Fish’n’ 1 

chips mm 


OAP’s SPECIAL 

Fish V Chips £ 2,95 


a I ll 


Bell Street — 


Castle Streets 


Vale Street - 


, 0144(711539 


THINKING OF A NEW CAREER? 

Could you make a difference in someone’s life? 

Carers required in Cowbridge, Barry, 
Penarth and Llantwit Major areas 

• No experience necessary. 4uh 

• Training Provided. jnttlS’T 
Why not call for a friendly ° CdlfC 
chat to discover more... 

Telephone Alison on 01446 760010 
www.AngelsCareServices.com 

Our 2010 goal is to introduce 50 people over 
the age of 50 to a new career in caring. 


Thinking of a 
new career..? 



m 


All joinery products 

made the way you want them 

• Doors 

• Windows 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Mouldings 

• Hand-made Furniture 

Fully insured for your peace of mind 


GLYNN SEWELL JOINERY LTD 


With over 15 years experience, we have furnished many hous¬ 
es, hotels, hospitals and schools with excellent fixtures, fittings 
and fitted mouldings. No project is too big or small and all 
items are individually custom made. You can confidently rely 
on us to deliver a first class product with a price to match. 

01446 421112 

07813 840926/07973 530073 


e-mail: info@gsjoinery.net 


A ngels Care 
Services have 
set them¬ 
selves a goal for 
2010 - to introduce 
50 people over the 
age of 50 to a new 
career in caring. 

Our valued team of 
65 carers are a very 
special group of people 
who enjoy caring for 
others, and helping 
them to lead an inde¬ 
pendent life. 

Clients value the vis¬ 
its and friendship of 
our carers, most of 
whom worked outside 
the care sector before 
joining Angels. 

Many now say 


they’ve found their true 
calling, having discov¬ 
ered personal fulfil¬ 
ment in caring for oth¬ 
ers. 

To maintain the high 
quality of care we pro¬ 
vide, new carers are 
fully trained and then 
supported through the 
study of appropriate 
NVQ qualifications. 

If you would be 
interested in joining 
our team, or have any 
questions, why not visit 
www.AngelsCareServic 
es.com or call Alison 
on 01446 760010. 


Here’s how to get 
around the house 

- with a (stair) lift 
from Dolphin 

R ECLINER chairs, wheelchairs, 
scooters, bath lifters, walking 
stocks, daily living aids... 

Dolphin Independent Living has its range on 
show at its mobility showroom. 

During the past nine years, Dolphin Lifts (South 
Wales) Ltd has gained a strong client base through 
reliable, friendly service and experienced engineers. 

The showroom is a natural progression for 
Dolphin, giving the opportunity to provide the pub¬ 
lic with daily living aids, from kitchen utensils to 
scooters, all with the service you would expect 
from us. 

If you have any questions, would like to receive a 
brochure, or to book an appointment, call our 
freephone number 0800 093 2293; or contact 
j.pearce @ dolphin-lifts, co. uk. 


DOLPHIN 

Stairlifts 


All our»conditioned 
stairlifts now with 

a NO OUfBBLE 

3 yunt guarantee 

01C33Z2J!2’ 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.L 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 

Glamoi^an 
OEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 

Finding what 
benefit you 
are entitled to 


T HE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s 

benefit department 
has helped thou¬ 
sands of people pay 
their rent and coun¬ 
cil tax bills. 

With recent changes 
allowing child benefit 
payments to be disre¬ 
garded from the calcula¬ 
tion of how much bene¬ 
fit a family can receive, 
even more people are 
now entitled to financial 
assistance. 

With further ‘disre¬ 
gards’ for working peo¬ 
ple, more people than 
ever are entitled to bene¬ 


fit and are missing out 
by not claiming. 

On Thursday, March 4 
at The Hub, Barry 
(10am-3pm), the bene¬ 
fits department will be 
hosting ‘Money Day’ 

JobCentre Plus, the 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 
housing associations and 
others will be brought 
together to provide a 
free financial informa¬ 
tion service for all Vale 
residents. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about the day, or 
about claiming benefit, 
please telephone the 
benefits department on 
01446 709244. 


MC Thursday March 4 


are YOUR finances being 

SQUEEZED? 



Why not call in for a chat... 


The Hub, YMCA, Gladstone Road, Barry 


Open from I Oam - 3pm 

Get advice from: 
Housing Benefit, Citizen's Advice, 
Department of Work & Pensions, 
Age Concern, 
Housing Associations, 
Health Through Warmth 
and many more... 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



Phone 01446 709244 • em< 


The Vale of Glamorgan Council, Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU 


BRO MORGANNWG 


[ov.uk 
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Care & Repair 
is your local 


handy 

ARE & 
REPAIR in 
the Vale 
assists older home- 
owners to have 
work carried out to 
their homes, from 
small handyperson 
jobs such as drip¬ 
ping taps or leaks, 
to larger adaptation 
works or repairs. 

Our services are all 


helper 

funded by the Welsh 
Assembly Government, 
Newydd Housing 
Association or the Vale 
Council. 

Please give us a ring 
if you feel we could 
assist you to make your 
home safer, warmer, eas¬ 
ier to manage, or adapt¬ 
ed to your needs, or if 
you would just like fur¬ 
ther information. 

Our telephone number 
if01446 704308. 




Care & Repair in the Vale 

helps older home owners to 
have repairs and adaptations 
carried out to their homes, to 
enable them to remain living 
there in comfort and safety. 

Care & Repair in the Vale, 

121 Broad St., 

Barry, CF62 7AL 
Telephone 01446 704308 

www.newydd.co.uk 

Care & Repair in the Vale is a service provided by Newydd Housing 
Association (1974) Ltd., with funding support from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council and the National Assembly for Wales. 


The benefits 
of owning a cat 


H ave you 

ever consid¬ 
ered an 

older cat, instead of 
a kitten as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. 

Some are a little 
nervous as they are used 
to older people who 
might have had to give 
them up to go into 


homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 
behind. 

These would adapt to 
a quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 
653456. 

Please leave a mes¬ 
sage on our answer- 
phone if we are not 
available. 

Any donations, bric- 
a-brac, or any unwant¬ 
ed items, please call our 
shop on 01656 738977 
or 01656 721496. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 



All cats have 
been neutered and 

microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 721496 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. We sell bric-a-brac, 
books, clothes and all items of furniture and we can collect. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 
www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MAKING LIFE EASIER... 



Time to plan ahead with 
PASSMORES - make a 
"Lasting Power of Attorney’ 


Maintenance problems? 
Why not Hire a Hubby! 


L awyers 

around Wales 
and England 
are running a 
national ‘Make a 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney’ campaign 
to encourage all 
people to plan 
ahead to avoid 
problems if they 


later lose mental 
capacity. 

It means making a 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA) on the 
new version of the 
forms, which came into 
force in October 2009. 

A Lasting Power of 
Attorney is a legal docu¬ 
ment that enables one 
person to make decisions 
on behalf of another. 



PASSMORES 


MAKE AN 
LPA NOW 

- Can you afford not to? 


Can you imagine a situation where you or a 
member of your family is no longer able to 
make decisions? Frightening isn’t it? 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document, that enables one person to make 
decisions on behalf of another. 

Carli Evans, a member of Solicitors for 
the Elderly is inviting you to attend a no 
obligation appointment to find out more. 

For more information please call: 

Carli Evans on 01446 721000 

or by email ce@passmores.com. 


HJR THE ELDERLY I 


21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 


There are two types of 
LPA: financial and wel¬ 
fare. Financial LPAs 
enable a person to act on 
behalf of another if, for 
example, they are ill or 
disabled and cannot act 
for themselves. 

A welfare LPA 
enables a person to act 
on behalf of another if 
that person does not 
have the mental capacity 
to act for themselves, for 
example, in the case of a 
severe stroke. 

Without an LPA, it 
may be necessary for 
family members to apply 
to the Court of 
Protection for authority. 
This can be a distressing 
and lengthy process and 
is far more expensive 
than making an LPA. 

Once all parties have 
signed the LPA, they 
must then be registered 
with the Office of the 
Public Guardian before 
they can be used. 

Carli Evans of 
Passmores Solicitors and 
a member of Solicitors 
for the Elderly is active¬ 
ly encouraging all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead and 
make Lasting Powers of 
Attorneys. 

People wishing to dis¬ 
cuss their requirements, 
should contact Carli 
Evans to arrange a suit¬ 
able no obligation 
appointment on 01446 
721000, or by email 
ce @ passmores. com 


T HE idea of 
having some¬ 
one you can 
rely on entering 
your property and 
taking care of all 
those odd jobs and 
maintenance prob¬ 
lems is now a reali¬ 
ty with Hire a 
Hubby professional 
handyman services. 

From basic DIY and 
DI4Y to complete build¬ 
ing and renovations, and 
all the other things you 
may not have the time or 
skills to do, can be 
undertaken with all 
workmanship guaranteed 


by the company. 

All ‘Hubbies’ are 
security checked and 
cany picture ID on their 
business cards. 

Jeff Preece is the 
Hubby working from 
Penarth and the sur¬ 


rounding area and would 
be delighted to give an 
obligation-free quota¬ 
tion. 

For more information, 
contact 0800 111 4664 
or info @hireahubby- 
group.com 



Vic Hopkins comes up with 
an offer you can’t refuse! 


Facebook, you can 
check out our page, 
become a fan and we’ll 


I F you are lucky 
enough to have 
retired, or know 
someone who quali¬ 
fies as an OAP, then book.eom/home.php#/pa 
send them down to 
Vic Hopkins 
Butchers in High 
Street every 
Monday! 

We are reintroducing 
our 10 per cent OAP dis¬ 
count. No points to col¬ 
lect, or cards to swipe - 
just 10 per cent off, no 
fuss, simple. 

We are also in the 
process of building up a 
free delivery service 
throughout the Vale, so 
next time you call in, 
ask for details! 

If you are on 


ges/Barry-United- 
Kingdom/Vic-Hopkins- 
And-Son-Family- 


keep you updated on any Butchers- 
offers: http://www.face- LTD/134005645889?ref 


% 


^OPKINS* 

*•&.» 

93 HIGH STREET, BARRY, 
VALE OF GLAM CF62 7DY. 

Tel: 01446 735265 

10% OAP Discount 

every Monday (no minimum spend) 

Terms and conditions apply. 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


Redundancy need not Planning for the future 


B EING made 
redundant is 
never pleas¬ 
ant, but after more 
than 15 years with 
the same company, 
redundancy was 


ruin your career 


particularly hard 
for Jane. 

As for many people, 
Jane’s redundancy was¬ 
n’t a surprise but, never¬ 
theless it was a major 
knock to her confi¬ 
dence. 


N 


Want a new career, earn more 
money , better lite? We can help! 


Mecfcal Secretary > Marking > HR 
Finance & Accounting > Executive PA 
Receptionist > legal Secretary 

We can get you there! M ^ 

Fextte trailing akrwnq you to 
train wbrr you war* I 

Hate you be*n mate rMundaftt’ tVjjl 

You nruy be eriHtetl to £2500 
RcAct tuning JB 

dll us today on j Mf\ 

0800 220454 

and arrange lo pop in lor j 
a coffee, your fits* / ^ 

ttptoMnvMjobl / 

_ pitman* * 


Careers Wales gave 
Jane a grant towards re¬ 
training to help her 
move forward in her 
career. 

She explained: “I was 
keen to get back into 
employment as soon as 
possible, and so my 
training needed to fit in 
with work commitments 
and my personal life. 

“When I went into 
Pitman Training I 
immediately knew it 
was the right place for 
me.” 

Pitman Training in 
Cardiff is run by Leanne 
Waring. “Our method of 
learning is completely 
flexible and we aim to 
create a relaxed and 
non-threatening training 
environment,” explained 
Leanne. 

Jane is now working 
as a medical secretary in 
Cardiff. “Deciding to 
learn with Pitman 
Training was such a 
good decision. I feel 
like I can really 
progress now, because I 
have the right skills,” 
she said. 

For information on 
the range of courses on 
offer at Pitman Training 
in Cardiff, please call 
02920 342020 or visit 
www.pitmancardiff. com. 


I N a climate of economic 
uncertainty, people are 
more focused on planning 
for a comfortable retirement, 
than worrying about making a 
will or inheritance tax plan¬ 
ning. 

This is an aspect that should not be 
ignored, as most of us would rather 


our assets go to our loved ones than to 
the taxman. It is estimated that 70 per 
cent of UK people have not made a 
will, despite the fact that individual 
wealth has reached its highest level 
over the past decade. 

RTL Solicitors recommend taking 
advice to ensure your money ends up 
going exactly where you want. 

Contact Shian Hughes at RTL 
solicitors, telephone 01656 665850. 



rtl solicitors 


We offer i comprtbcnyvt leg* wict fa Eldcrfy Of, induing: 

• Wlhilhing VWilK 

• Inheritance Tax Planning 

• Lasting Pinsrn of Attorney 

• Aspirations to the Court of 
Ptdcebort 


• Transfer of Property 

• Advice on Coainuntty Carr 
Ltghfelion 

• Probate a Administration of 
Estates 
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JA Hughes - specialists 
in elderly client law 

D 


Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


.UNCAN 
)KENNEDY 
qualified in 
1986 and specialises 
in elderly client law. 
He is a full member 
of the Society of 
Trust and Estate 
Practitioners, 
Solicitors for the 
Elderly and the 
Law Society 


Probate Section. 

Duncan heads the 
department which deals 
with all matters of 
wills, inheritance tax 
advice, probate, trusts, 
Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Court of 
Protection matters and 
long term care funding. 

With people tending 
to live longer, it is 
important that the right 



J A HUGHES 

Solicitors 

Wills, Power of Attorney, 
Probate Matters, Residential Care, 
Court of Protection and 
Inheritance Tax Planning. 

Centenary House, King Square, Barry. 01446 411000 
7 Bradenham Place, Penarth. 029 20 702449 

89 Beulah Road, Rhiwbina, Cardiff. 029 20 619700 
e-mail: solicitors@jahughes.com • www.jahughes.com 


type of advice is avail¬ 
able as we grow older 
to deal with the 
increasing amount of 
legislation in this field. 

Whether that is mak¬ 
ing a will, requiring 
inheritance tax advice, 
dealing with your 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney, or advising 
on whether care fees 
should be funded, JA 
Hughes can help you 
through all the com¬ 
plexities. 

In addition, JA 
Hughes deal with 
administration of 
estates from small to 
very large, and are able 
to give advice and 
assistance should 
someone have lost 
mental capacity. 


t 


Available 

24/7 

“We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

GEM Reader Special!! 

Single Oven & 3 Carpets Only £85 Single Oven: £35 

“We use the latest Hi-Tech Steam (Inc Oven, Hob & Grill) 
Cleaning System” Agas and Ranges 

Carpets Cleaned from £25 also cleaned 

Freephone 0800 0432 790 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


Home Master’s 
ultimate clean 

and fully-insured opera¬ 
tives also tackle many 
other jobs around the 
home, such as invisible 
repairs, rubbish removal, 
exterior cleaning and 
painting and decorating. 

All work is guaran¬ 
teed. 

See our website 
www. homemasterplus. co 
.ukfor a full listing of 
our services or call our 
no obligation freephone 
number. 


Legal services tailored 
for help in later life 

lH 


I OPPING the 
list of ‘most 
hated chores’ 
must be oven clean¬ 
ing and carpet 
cleaning. 

At Home Master Plus 
we can help. Using the 
latest hi-tech steam 
cleaning systems, your 
oven, grill and hob will 
look brand new and your 
carpets and furniture 
spring fresh and clean. 

Our friendly, polite 


AVE you 
considered 
.planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 
department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 


and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 


think - contact us today 
on 01446 662212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 


Gaskell & Walker 

- SOLICITORS - 

For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

Home Visits Can Be Arranged 

also a full range of legal 
services including: 
Conveyancing - Residental 
Commercial & Home Information Packs 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices ZkiZ 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan, 

www.gaskellandwalker.com j 


Affordable worry-free motoring 


MOTABILITY car 
provides you with 
k. worry-free motor¬ 
ing, so you can enjoy life to 
the full. 

These days with many people 
keeping a careful eye on their 
finances, a brand new car from 
Motability means you won’t be 
hit by unexpected bills for 


repairs and servicing, nor insur¬ 
ance or breakdown assistance, as 
these are all included. 

You exchange your weekly 
mobility allowance for the car of 
your choice. 

Everything except fuel is 
included at no extra cost - and, 
after three years, if you decide to 
stay with us, you simply choose 
another brand new car. 


You can choose from many 
popular cars, including low 
emission cars, without making 
any additional payment whatso¬ 
ever. 

If you fancy something else, 
we’ve got some great deals that 
require a relatively small amount 
paid in advance. Just ask your 
dealer for our latest prices. 


Hearing Aid Solutions can 
provide an innovative service 


NEW CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6HDi 16v 

90HP VTR+ WITH NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT* 



CfTHOt-N Total 


www.citroen.co.uk 


Model shown: 
NEW CITROEN C3 
PICASSO 1.6HDI 16V 
90HP EXCLUSIVE 
£195 ADVANCE 
PAYMENT * 


Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 


Motability 


www.motability.co.uk 


, qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 


I 


NUMBER ONE FOR MOTABILITY 

WALES’ LARGEST CITROEN DEALER 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


CITROEn 


•VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS UNTIL 31/03/10. AVAILABLE FOR MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE SCHEME 
CUSTOMERS, ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY AND 
QUARTERLY PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES(RANGE): URBAN CYCLE, EXTRA URBAN, COMBINED (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) 
& CO 2 EMISSIONS (G/KM); HIGHEST: NEW CITROEN C3. PICASSO 1.6 16V VTi 120HP VTR+9.4/30.1, 5.5/51.4, 6.9/40.9, 159. 
LOWEST: NEW CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6HDI 16V 90HP EXCLUSIVE 5.6/50.4, 4.0/70.6, 4.5/62.8, 119. 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 


HEARING 
aid specialist 
has opened 
up a new outlet in a 
GP surgery in the 
Vale. 

Hearing Aid Solutions 
already has 12 centres in 
Wales and has plans to 
make its services more 
accessible to customers 
in 13 GP surgeries 
across south Wales. 

The company will be 
operating on an appoint¬ 
ment-only basis at New 
Surgery, Heol-y-Groes 
in Pencoed, and 
Cowbridge & Western 
Vale Group Medical 
Practice at the Llantwit 
Major Clinic. 

Managing director 
Martyn Scott, explained: 
“One of the main rea¬ 
sons for our expansion is 
because a lot of centres 
are too far away for peo¬ 
ple to reach. 

“We wanted to make 
hearing advice and our 
services more accessible. 
GP surgeries are usually 
on a bus route or easy to 
get to and they are also 
familiar surroundings for 
many of our customers.” 

Mr Scott pointed out 
that as people got older, 
they were more likely to 
seek treatment. 

“It’s shocking but 40 
per cent of people over 
50 have some kind of 
hearing loss and this 
rises to more than 70 per 
cent of over-70s. 

“We also know that 
people live with hearing 
difficulties for between 
10 to 15 years before 
seeking help. 

“We believe that our 
extended presence with¬ 
in surgeries will raise 
more awareness of hear¬ 
ing-related issues and 
encourage people to take 
advantage of our free 


hearing tests. We are 
also offering a free 30- 
day hearing trial for 
those who do need hear¬ 
ing aids, which is an 
extra benefit.” 

He added: “We know 
that more people would 
like more of the service 
that we offer and this is 


all about meeting that 
demand and making our 
expertise more readily 
available.” 

Hearing Aid Solutions 
is the only company in 
the UK to be awarded 
commendations in the 
European Audiologist of 
the Year in successive 


years 2008/2009. 

It is the only practice 
in Wales to be recog¬ 
nised as a Centre of 
Excellence and is a 
member of the 
Association of 
Independent Hearing 
Healthcare 
Professionals. 


Where can you find a 
quality hearing service? 


If you. oc a temify member or friend 
are experiencing hearing difTicUbes 

ana need local professional art*ce 
- look no further. 

■ FREE Hearing TeeH 

■ FREE 

Istcsi r OgCal U>:t m rclyjf 

m FREE Pec* of bafteree 

you be fig yxr a»d hearing ad for a 
check up 

^Hearing 

Aid Solutions 



Gareth Morris 
RHAD FSHAA 
Hearing Aid Audiologist 

cnzzs 

Audiologist 

Year 


Wales’ premier hearing centres 

** I’m so glad I have this aid. Mr Morris has been 
very helpful. I wish I could have had one years ago. 
Thank you so much. ** j 

Advice 


2008 & 2009 
Commendation Winners 


Mrs J Goddard (Barry) 



CARDIFF - JR LANE, 96b STATION ROAD, LLANDAFF NORTH 
TEL: 02920 568885 

GP SURGERIES: 

Penarth 0800 2321384 Taffs Well 0800 2321384 

Barry 0800 2321384 Caerphilly 0800 2321384 

Llantwit Major 0800 2321384 Danescourt 0800 2321384 

www.hearingaidsolutions.co.uk 













































20 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 18th, 2010 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MAKING LIFE EASIER 



Parkside House 


offers quality 
care and facilities 


P ARKSIDE 
House 
Residential 
Home for the 
Elderly is a fine 
Victorian building, 
set above the 
Esplanade at 
Penarth in its own 
pleasant grounds, 
with a sea view. 

We have been estab¬ 
lished for 25 years and 
have maintained a very 
high standard of care 
throughout that time. 

We offer comfortable 
rooms, some with en-suite 
bathrooms, a lift to all 
floors, a high proportion 
of staff to residents, excel¬ 


lent food and regular 
entertainment. 

The home has a self- 
contained small unit that 
specialises in taking care 
of people who suffer from 
Alzheimer’s. There is a 
coach house in the 
grounds which is ideal for 
people who want to main¬ 
tain more independence 
but have all the security 
and facilities of Parkside 
to hand. 

Our aim is to maintain 
the dignity of people who 
have become more vulner¬ 
able and provide a secure, 
comfortable quality of life 
in caring surroundings. 

Telephone 029 2070 
0236for further informa¬ 
tion. 




RESIDENTIAL HOME 
FOR THE ELDERLY 

Registered by 

The National Assembly for Wales 

1 Park Road, Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF64 3BD 
Tel: 029 20700236 


China can offer the 
trip of a lifetime! 

F EBRUARY 14 saw the start of the Chinese New Year. 
Why not celebrate the Year of Golden Tiger, with a fan¬ 
tastic fully-inclusive escorted tour? 

As a tourist destina¬ 
tion, China has it all - 
Beijing with the magnifi¬ 
cent Great Wall; the 
treasure-filled Forbidden 
City; awe-inspiring 
Terracotta Warriors of 
Xian; the mighty 
Yangtze River and the 
adorable giant pandas at 
Chengdu. 

Wendy Wu’s tours of 
China range in duration 
from 10 to 30 days, and 
include all flights, 
accommodation, all 
meals, departure taxes, 
current fuel surcharges, 
visas for UK passport 
holders, guides, domestic 
transportation, entrance 
fees and daily tours. 

Starting from just £1,490 
per person! 

If you book before 
February 28, you can 
save up to £200 per cou¬ 
ple. Call us on 01446 
713410 for further 
details. 


Fotwddw i CH y, 'Jim 
*Juubk Giant 
Pftodas of Chengdu, 
plus much rrorr 
with th# Chinn 
b|MM.i4i»K rttndjr 1 
Mu Tour* 


(China 


* Fuff If**/** Bconed Tours 
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For your dream holiday in 
the Year of the Golden Tiger 
call You Choose Holidays un 

01446 713410 

/ »ww yowchoosechinnco.wk^ 


TLC offers care 
throughout Vale 
and Cardiff 


T LC Home 

Care Services 
is a long- 

established agency, 
providing care for 
elderly people and 
for adults with 
learning disabilities. 

The company operates 
in Penarth, Barry, Dinas 
Powys, Cardiff, Rhoose, 
Cowbridge and across 
the whole of the Vale. 

We provide round the 
clock care assistance for 
people in their own 
home, promoting inde¬ 
pendence and dignity, 


4 . 


ana 

Total Loving Care 

homecare services for the elderly 
and adults with learning difficulties 

Telephone: 029 20711099 
email: care@tlcuk.co.uk 


and bringing peace of 
mind to those needing 
care. 

Our professionally- 
trained staff can provide 
personal care, day care, 
night care, domestic 
services, and prepare 
meals in your home. 

We also take people 
out shopping, to collect 
pensions, or simply out 
and about for recreation¬ 
al activities. 

For more information, 
feel free to phone or 
email. TLC Home Care 
Services, 029 2071 
1099; or email 
care@tlc.co.uk 


If you are 
looking to 
advertise in 
43,000 
newspapers, 
covering 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
and online, 
then call us 
on 01446 
774484 or 
email - 
gems ales @ 
internet- 
today.co.uk 



Don't put off 
the task of 
making a Will 

P LANNING for your future and that 
of your family is not something to 
put off until you are older. 

It is not easy to contemplate life for others with¬ 
out you, but it will happen and making a will can 
avoid many problems for loved ones at an already 
difficult time. 

We have a wealth of experience in this area of 
law. While we are able to draft wills which deal 
with complex tax affairs and advise on estate plan¬ 
ning generally, we also prepare simple wills for 
clients whose main concern is the destination of 
their assets when they die. 

For information and further details, please call 
Chris Beames on 01656 645525 or 029 2034 5511. 


Making your will 



BERRY^>SMITH 


Brackla House, Haywood House 

Brackla Street, Dumfries Place 

BRIDGEND CF311BZ CARDIFF CF10 3GA 
Tel 01656 645 525 Tel: 02920 345511 


Emergency card 
helps ensure 
vulnerable 
are cared for 


lNY peo- 
le rely on 
family 
member or friend 
for support and 
care. The biggest 
worry for these car¬ 
ers is how the per¬ 
son who relies on 
them would cope if 
anything happened 
to them. 

Social services care 
staff at both the Vale of 
Glamorgan and Cardiff 
Councils had heard these 
worries from carers they 
work with, and they 
decided to do something 
to help. 

As a result, they 
decided to introduce 
‘Carers Emergency 
Cards’, credit-sized 
cards that carers carry at 
all times. If something 
should happen to a carer, 
such as an accident or 
sudden illness, the card 
alerts the emergency 
services that there is 
someone who relies on 
them who cannot man¬ 
age without help. 

The person finding 
the card in the carer’s 
purse or wallet can tele¬ 
phone the number on the 
card and quote the card’s 
number. 

Social services will 
hold emergency contact 
details, taken when the 
carer registers for the 
scheme, and with a brief 
phone call can arrange 


help for the person who 
is looked after. 

Coun Dorothy Turner, 
of the Vale Council, 
said: “The Carers 
Emergency Card is a 
joint initiative between 
the Vale Council and 
Cardiff Council. 

“We’ve introduced the 
scheme in direct 
response to carers telling 
us that one of their 
biggest concerns is what 
would happen to the per¬ 
son they care for if they 
are not around.” 

All carers need to do 
is register the details of 
the person they care for, 
and give the council 
contacts for up to three 
people who are willing 
and able to stand in for 
the carer in an emer¬ 
gency. 

If they do not have 
people to stand in for 
them, the local social 
services teams will be 
alerted and they can 
make arrangements. 

If you provide support 
to a family member or 
friend who has an illness 
or disability, then you 
are a carer, and you may 
be eligible to register for 
an emergency card. 

If you would like to 
register, please contact 
us to discuss the scheme 
in confidence. 

Call 01446 704604 or 
email kisaac@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk. 



Carers Emergency 
Card Scheme 

Do you provide support to a family member 
or friend with an illness or disability? 

If so, what would happen to the person you 
care for if you were in an accident or had a 
medical emergency? 

Give yourself peace of mind by registering 
for a Carers Emergency Card 

We can also help you to consider your needs in 
less serious situations and plan 
contingency arrangements. 

To request a Carers Needs Assessment 
and/or register for the scheme contact: 

Carers Development Officer 
01446 704604 

VALE ot GLAMORGAN 

If you would like to register, 
please contact us to discuss 
the scheme in confidence. 

email: kisaac@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
605. 

• £2000: 305317. 

The rollover, which 
now stands at £2,500 
was not claimed this 

WC # k ’ £10:259989; 
278893; 596439; 311362: 


160294 

342872 

572010 

393252 

553577 

354336 

478053 

177864 

• 

586383 

440907 

542607 

504469 

739541 

382475 

451734: 

103796; 


732663. 

£5: 


688263 

489796 

662063 

696257 

520037 

609104 

292919 

5. 

811287 

586142; 

693145; 

816767; 

757073; 

814514; 

763692; 

158950; 

469772; 


170982 
776206 
581655 
481989 
595390 
369995 
510008 
320071 
801340 
789428 
352581 
130574 
195385 
795666 
640670 
639877 
369570 
350725 
791801 
823636: 

379906. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


111132;356308: 
198458; 
612191; 
404073: 
799899: 
200230; 
677416; 
560453 
866041; 
758291; 
344347 ;811781; 
860393: 
136738: 
699783; 
517270: 
679871; 
694558; 
781294; 
703187: 
542928 


PACT meetings 


BARUC & ILLTYD 

joint PACT surgery will 
be held at the Park 
Parlour Grocery store, 
Park Crescent Barry, on 
February 23, between 
10am-lpm. 

ST HILARY coffee and 
chat meeting, St Hilary 
Village Hall, February 
19, at 11am. 

PETERSTON Cuppa 
with a Copper meeting, 

The Three Horseshoes 
Public House, on March 
9, at 11.30am. 

STAN WELL ‘Cuppa 
with a Copper’ meeting, 

Elfed Avenue Church on 


February 22, between 
10.30am- 12.30pm. 
CORNERSWELL 
street surgery outside 
Tennyson Road Shops, 
February 23, between 
2pm-4pm. 

LLANDOUGH street 
surgery outside 

Llandough Primary 
School, February 24, 
between 3pm-4pm. 
PLYMOUTH street sur¬ 
gery in the clifftops car 
park, February 25, 
between 3pm-5pm. 
DINAS POWYS PACT 
public meeting, Bethesda 
Hall, March 8, at 7pm. 


Album stamp winners 

THE winners of our recent ‘Classic 
Album Stamps’ competition were: 

C Clancy, Bridgend; Mrs G Williams, Pyle; Mrs 
H Brown, Broadlands; George Jeffery, Wick; Doris 
Allen, Ystradowen; G Sutcliffe, Cowbridge; Colin 
Marsh, Llantwit Major; Mrs J Davies, Rhoose; D 
Perkins, Dinas Powys; Andrew Donlan, Penarth; 
Mari Hughes, Ely; Liz Richfield, St Athan; Jocelyn 
James, Boverton; H Hobrough, Barry; AE Evans, 
Cowbridge; M Brown, St Athan; Sue Roberts, Barry; 
Jayne Watkins, Llantwit Major; Mrs K Edwards, 
Dinas Powys; Mr A Greenway, Barry. 


Effective Prayer 
for Yourself 
and the World 

Discover how you can use this 
prayer-based healing system 
for yourself and others. 

Saturday, February 27th 
at 2.30 pm 

Ahni'dai'P I! . cull 

Corbett Road, Cardiff CF10 3UP 

International speaker, 

Marta Greenwood 

is a practitioner and 
teacher of Christian 
Science healing 
and a member of the 
Christian Science 
Board of Lectureship. 




Volunteer dates 

VALE Volunteer 

Bureau is hosting out¬ 
reach surgeries to offer 
advice and information 
about volunteering and 
700+ opportunities as 
follows: 

February 19, Dinas 
Powys Library, 10am- 
12pm; February 20, 
Cowbridge Library, 
1 . 3 0pm- 3 . 3 0pm ; 
February 22, Llantwit 
Major Library, 10am- 
12pm; February 24, 
Penarth Leisure Centre, 
4pm-6pm. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Joe on 
(01446) 421782 or visit 
www.vvb.org.uk 

Vale AM’s 
surgeries 
VALE Assembly 

Member Jane Hutt will 
be holding two surger¬ 
ies on Saturday 
(February 20) at Celtic 
Way Community 
Centre, Rhoose, CF62 


3FT, from 10am- 11 am 
and at The Gethering 
Place, St Athan, CF62 
4JH, from 11.30am- 
12noon. 

No appointment is 
necessary. Contact 
01446 740981 for more 
information. 

Meet the priest 
THE 10am service in 
Barry this Sunday 
(February 21) at the 
Church of St Paul will 
be taken by Rev Roy 
Doxsey, Rector of St 
German, in 

Adamsdown, Cardiff. 

Father Doxsey’s life as 
a priest has included 
serving in the poorest 
and most deprived parts 
of Africa and also as 
chaplain at an English 
public school. 

Meanwhile, Rector of 
St Paul’s, Father Robert 
Parish, will be travelling 
to Cardiff to take the 
morning service at St 
Germans. 


crime prevention sur- before Chanel (Cert 
gery in the town centre 12A) which will be 
on Wednesday, shown on Thursday, 

February 24, which will February 25 at 7.3#pm 
Valeways winter a Fairtradecoflee pro- »£er advice on improv- jn Cowbridge Town 


WHAT’S ON 


(played by 


walks ~ ducer from Uganda at a ing vehicle security and „ 

WALK the Penmark coffee tasting evening prevention Ha “; 

Millennium Trail on February 24 at measures. 

Ci ci lar n Sundav 7.30pm. The surgery will be set Audrey Tatou) rose from 

Februarv 21, at 2pm Sambazi Sarah Wetaki U P.‘P a special trailer humble origins in an 

starting at the Six Bells, will speak on the benefits stanwell 1 Rra/nM^ the ° r P han ‘« ( ; an ^ the ” US1C 

Penmark. Fairtrade has brought to “J R ° a ? t nea [ the hall with the help of var- 

On February 23 at her community, at Pyle W ‘ious lovers to become 

1.30pm, Penarth Cliff top Co-op Fairtrade coffee n ff:,. prc ? x/ \u h P nn hnnH one of France’s foremost 
to Lavemock, starting at bar. t0 offer advice on how to fashion designers, 

the Penarth Cliff top car Crime keep your vehicles and Doors open at 7.10pm. 

jp rk L, . prevention homes safe and secure. Tickets are £3 (available 

vi G THE neighbouring Big Screen in advance from the town 

1 Hh Mayor ot the Vale p 0 ii c i ng t eam f or BIG SCREEN’S next clerk’s office, or on the 
is holding a coffee - 
morning for 
National Coastwatch at 
Nell’s Point. 

It is being held at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 

Barry, on Tuesday, 

February 23, from 
10.30am-12noon. 

Fairtrade talk 

BRIDGEND welcomes 


the P enart h * s to hold a presentation is Coco door). 


Discover the 
performer in 
you, no matter 
what your age! 


FEEL GOOD 


Monday 1 at Match 
11 am-12 >3 pm 


YOUNG Performers 


Tuesday 2nd Match 

4 



StageC.A.M.P. (Central 
Academy of Music and 
Performance) are proud to 
announce their arrival in 
Cowbridge. 

They will be offering various 
courses and private tuition to adults 
and children in all aspects of music 
and performance. Feel Good and 
Sing starts on March 1, and is a 10- 
week course aimed at anyone who 
wants to have fun and sing. 

Singing has been clinically 
proven to ease symptoms of depres¬ 
sion and anxiety; it helps build con¬ 
fidence, improves your posture, and 
improves general well being. 

Young Performers is a 10-week 
performance course aimed at 7-16 
year olds who want to improve their 
singing and performance skills. 

Over the 10 weeks we will cover 
various songs, including songs from 
Glee, harmonies, solos, dance, and 
song writing. 

Due to limited places, auditions 
will take place on Tuesday March 2, 
4.30pm at The Little Shop of Calm, 

1 Westgate, Cowbridge. 

Course fee is £65 for 10 weeks. 

For more info e-mail 
contact@liannemorgan.co.uk or 
visit www.stagecamp.co.uk 


radio 

984frn 


98JJrn 

BRO Radio and The Glamorgan GEM 

working together to bring you the very latest local 
news from your new community station, BRO Radio. 
Got a news story for us? Then call us on 01446 420681 
or email: news@broradio.fm or contact the Glamorgan 
GEM on 01446 774484 email: ggem@intemet-today.co.uk 
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Waitrose 

1 minute, I trolley, I lucky listener! 

and it 
couldn't 
be easier 

j. , ,’ow-details on this form . to enter... 

ana send it to the address: w 

Trolley Dash, BRO Radio, The media Centre, YMCA Hub, 
Barry CF63 4EE or hand it into us at reception. 

Name . 

Address. 

Post Code.Tel. 

You can also enter by TEXT to BRO Radio on 820 / 0 starting your 
message with BRO TROLLEY, including your name and DOB. 

T&C's apply. Competition details available on request on 01446 240681 
or on the website. Closing date for entries: midday Wednesday March 10th, 
late entries will not be included in the draw. Entrants must be 18 years or 

Th§' winner will need to be available on the evening of March 12th and 
the draw will take place midday March 10th on BRO radio 98. Ifm. 


Another great GEM competition 

in conjunction with 


|bforad|o| 


Join a warm and friendly 1 
group near you today... 


DAY GROUPS 

WEDNESDAY 

Penarth - 9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 
Linda 01446 761150 

THURSDAY 
Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community Centre 
Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 

MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, Junction of Court Road 
and Llanover Street 
Lorraine 01446 407002 

Penarth - 6.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist Church 

Elfed Road 

Niki 01446 740394 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community Centre 

Celtic Way 

Helen 01446 750738 

TUESDAY 
Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social Club 
Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne 01446 404897 


Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist Church Hall, 
Winston Road 
Annamarie 01446 736534 

Llantwit Major - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

Old School, Wine Street 
Helen 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School, South Road 
Niki 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 
Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St.Francis 
Millennium Centre 
Park Road, 

Porth-y-Castell 

Annamarie 01446 736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton Methodist Church 

Church Road 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

The Duke of Wellington, High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

Penarth 5.00 & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 

Linda 01446 761150 

THURSDAY 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park Comm. Centre, Barry 

Annamarie 01446 736534 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin, by swimming pool 

Hebron Hall 

Lorraine 01446 407002 


Week commencing 22/2 all groups will be holding a 
party with fabulous food optimising taster sessions to 
show how flexible, delicious and easy our plans are. 

M Why not come alon 9> 

0344 897 3000 everyone welcome, 

<n no obligation to join. 
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Are you quick on your feet with the brain of a chess master ? 

BRIDGEND’S FENCING CLUB 
OFFERS A REAL CHALLENGE 



RIGHT: 
Back row (left 
to right): James 
Taylor (coach), 
David Gihlette, 
Abigail Howells, 
Jack Hogan, 
Alistair Brook 
(coach). 
Front row (left 
to right): 
Rhys 
Muzzupappa, 
Megan Ball and 
Callum Fowler. 




SPORT in Bridgend county borough is not 
confined to the high-profile disciplines. 

Many people are drawn to sports that don’t 
have the advantage of regular TV and media cov¬ 
erage. 

In this first of an occasional series, Philip 
Irwin takes a look at a sport that doesn’t get a 
regular ration of column inches, and visits the 
Bridgend Fencing Club - where they specialise 
in the sabre. 

GUESS that for most people, the 
sabre conjures up images of the 
Charge of the Light Brigade, with the 
weapon being used by the cavalry to cut 
down foot-soldiers. 

For me, it seems that the best movie sword fights 
involved the sabre - my favourite being Tony Curtis 
in The Great Race. 

However, competitive sabre fighting is a lot more 
subtle, and is one of three long-established disci¬ 
plines. 

Club coach Alistair Brook told The GEM: 
“Fencing (often called the art of defence) is a sport 
with a long and rich history. 

“For example, carvings on tombs of ancient 
Egypt’s pharaohs depict soldiers practicing sword 
fighting, although the modern sport of fencing 
developed mainly in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

“Today fencing is an Olympic sport and one of 
the few sports in the first modem games to still be 
in the games today.” 

He explained that modem fencing consists of 
three weapons; Foil, Epee and Sabre. Most people 
tend to specialise and compete in only one or two 
weapons, although it is not unheard of for people to 
practice all three. 

In Foil and Epee hits are scored with the point, 
while in sabre hits are commonly scored with edge 
of the blade, but can also be scored with the point. 

Alistair said: “Fencing is often described as high 
speed physical chess. A fencer has to be athletic 
enough to move to a distance were he or she can hit 
their opponent (or avoid being hit) and be able to 
think about not only what move they want to exe¬ 
cute and what the likely reaction will be from the 
opponent - and think several moves ahead in order 
to win the fight.” 

Clearly, a fencer also needs quick reactions. 

Bridgend Fencing Club was founded in 1974 and 
specialises in sabre fencing. 

Last year it moved to its current location at the 


Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of 
the event can be viewed on 
www. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 

Bryntirion Scout hut, Bridgend, after the previous 
coach handed it over to two long-standing members 
Alistair Brook and James Taylor, who are both qual¬ 
ified coaches and mn the club on a voluntary basis. 

The move was as a result of a wish to establish 
the club as a fully independent organisation, rather 
than a leisure centre activity, which it had been up to 
that point. 

The club has a small base of loyal members, but 
is looking to expand. In the past ,the club has pro¬ 
duced an under-18 British sabre champion and has 
also provided several member of the Welsh national 
sabre team. 

Alistair said: “We try to have a fun, relaxed 
atmosphere at the club, but at the same time do 
some serious fencing. As a coach, I am always 
looking to develop beginners into competitive 
fencers. 

“As fencing is a combat sport, to me the whole 
point of doing it is to compete. However, if people 
want to come along just for fun they are more than 
welcome.” 

He continued; “The great thing about fencing is 
that it is open to both sexes and all ages. There are 
people who are still fencing well into their 70s and 
80s. The only age limit that I put on it is a minimum 
of eight years old. 

“It’s great for developing balance, hand eye co¬ 
ordination, motor skills, as well as discipline and 
respect. 

“During a fight, two fencers might go at each 
other, but they always salute each other before the 
fight and shake hands afterwards. Although it’s a 
combat sport, fencing doesn’t really hurt. 

“The worst I’ve ever had is a few bruises and one 
or two cuts on my non-sword hand, which were my 
fault for getting it in the way. 

“Heavy hitting is against the rules and is often 
counter productive, as it makes the action slow and 
easy to counter.” 

One member combining two different sports is 
Jack Hogan, who plays rugby on the wing for 
Bridgend Athletic under-13s, as well as for the dis¬ 
trict and for his school, Brynteg Comprehensive. 




He uses his wingers’ quick feet to develop his 
fencing skills, and manages to fit the Saturday 
morning sessions into a busy sporting week. 

The club meets on Saturday mornings, 10am to 
12noon, at Bryntirion Scout Hut, Llangewydd Road, 
Bryntirion, Bridgend. 

For more information, contact Alistair Brook, e- 
mail bridgendsabreclub@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 
07747 772036. 

Group keeps 
tradition alive 


A GROUP of 
Penybont Welsh 
folk dancers are 
looking for engage¬ 
ments where they 
can offer their own 
brand of traditional 
Welsh entertain¬ 
ment. 

Dawnswyr Penybont 
specialise in demonstrat¬ 
ing Welsh folk dances, 
and can then invite 
guests to join in with a 
twmpath (bam dance). 

A twmpath is great 
fun, easy to do and can 
be enjoyed by young and 
old alike. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“We have our own musi¬ 
cians, a choice of Welsh 
costume and a bi-lingual 


caller. 

“Telephone Sandra on 
029 2059 4248 for more 
information.” 

Dawnswyr Penybont 
has been together for 
more than 10 years and 
have performed both in 
this country and abroad. 

The group has show¬ 
cased folk dancing at 
festivals, weddings, dis¬ 
plays, parties and Welsh 
events. 

They endeavour to 
keep the folk dancing 
traditions alive, always 
welcome new members, 
and practise in the 
Memorial Hall, 
Coychurch, Bridgend, on 
Thursdays at 8.15pm. 

Telephone Sue on 
01656 659676for 
details. 


The Athletic 
juniors run 
Newport ‘old 
boys’ ragged 


ON a bright sunny 
morning, Bridgend 
Athletic under-7s 
had just a short 
walk to visit neigh¬ 
bours Bridgend 
Sports. 

Athletic had five 
players missing but 
straight from the whis¬ 
tle a good pass from 
Olivia Thompson to 
Ryley Howells saw him 
race to the line for a 
good try. 

The next try came 
from a good passing 
move from which 
Thomas Lewis scored. 

A lapse in defence 
saw the Sports score a 
good try, which led to a 
2-1 score at half time. 

The second half saw 
much more flowing 
rugby from the Ath, and 
some excellent tagging 
by Ellis Penman, who 
almost made it on the 
score sheet with an 
almost full length of the 
field run. 

It also saw Thomas 
Lewis get his hat-trick 
and Jordan Gittins grab 
a few as well. 

Some good play saw 
Olivia Thompson crash 
over to score her first 
try for the club. 

Final score Athletic 7 
Bridgend Sports 4. 

The under-7s also 
had a game against 
Taibach, who had also 
played the Sports. 

This was a tough 
game, as they had some 
big boys in their squad 
but this didn’t stop 
Rhys Thomas having 
some barnstorming 
runs up the middle of 
the field. 

Some excellent pass¬ 
ing saw Thomas Lewis 
get his fourth try of the 
day and Jordan Gittins 
added to his tally with a 
brace. 

Even though the Ath 
lost 6-3, the squad was 
in good spirits after an 
excellent all round per¬ 
formance. 

Player of the match 
was Ellis Penman. 

RH 

Under-8s v 
Newport HSOB 
THE visitors to 
Newbridge Fields 
were Newport 
HSOB under-8s, 
who took on the Ath 
in a game where 
three ‘halves’ of 
rugby were played. 

The Ath started off 
with some fantastic 
passing and good sup¬ 
port play by Dewi 
Harding to open the 
scoring. 

Two more tries fol¬ 
lowed in quick succes¬ 
sion through Isaac 
Watkins and Morgan 
Bennett, as Newport 
struggled to keep up 
with the pace of the 
game. 

As the game went on, 
Newport started to play 


some good rugby, pass¬ 
ing the ball with confi¬ 
dence and were reward¬ 
ed for their efforts with 
a good try. 

The Ath hit back 
again from the restart 
with Jack Pitts crossing 
over for his first. 

Again, the Ath 
defence was solid and 
three more tries fol¬ 
lowed before the end of 
the half, with Dewi 
Harding, Isaac Watkins 
and Jack Pitts each get¬ 
ting their second try of 
the half. 

Newport pushed 
every time they could 
and on the last play of 
the half, the Ath defence 
was broken again to let 
Newport through to 
score. 

The second half saw 
five changes to the Ath 
side, and Dewi Harding 
opened the scoring with 
his third of the game. 

Newport pinched 
another with a good pas¬ 
sage of play, but once 
again the Ath hit back 
straight from the restart. 

Emyr Anthony raced 
downfield and gave out 
a good pass which took 
the Ath within five 
metres of the line, a 

From the tap, Emyr 
crashed over to score his 
first of the season. 

The Ath pressure was 
constant and three more 
tries followed, with 
Mason Edwards scoring 
all three. 

Newport got another 
try but the Ath had the 
final say with Bobby 
Bromley scoring to fin¬ 
ish off the half. 

The third half saw 
Newport coming back 
strong and they opened 
the scoring with another 
good try. 

The Ath were relent¬ 
less, constantly hound¬ 
ing Newport every time 
they had the ball and 
from a turnover, Dafydd 
Hitchings raced over to 
score in the corner. 

Newport showed 
great team spirit which 
led to their next try, rap¬ 
idly followed by anoth¬ 
er. 

This only made the 
Ath work harder and 
they ran in four more 
tries in the last few min¬ 
utes, with Isaac Wat ki ns 
getting his third, Dafydd 
Hitchings his second, 
Jack Pitts (also his third) 
and Morgan Bennett 
(his second). 

Final score Bridgend 
Athletic 18 Newport 
HSOB 7. 

Player of the match 
went to Emyr Anthony 
who had a fantastic 
game. 

AB 
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PORTHCAWL LIONS’ 
DONATION TO BRITISH 
HEART FOUNDATION 



ABOVE: THE LIONS’ CHEQUE IS HANDED OVER. 


MEMBERS of Porthcawl Lions Club wel¬ 
comed Brenda Meakin, fundraising and 
volunteer manager for the south east 
Wales branch of the British Heart 
Foundation, to their last meeting. 

She gave a short talk on the work of the chari¬ 
ty, answered questions from members, some of 
whom have had heart problems, and accepted a 


Whisky galore 
subject of 
new year talk 

PORTHCAWL NEWTON WI 


T he first 
meeting of 
2010 was held 
on February 3 at 
Gilgal Church Hall 
Woodlands Avenue, 
as January’s meet¬ 
ing was cancelled 
because of snow 
and icy conditions. 

After a belated wel¬ 
come to the new year, 
the meeting heard an 
interesting talk by Mr 
Bruce Charles on the 
subject of whisky 
(known to some as the 
only true amber nectar!) 

The next subject on 
the agenda was to thank 
all those who organised 
and provided for the suc¬ 
cessful Christmas party 
onJanuary 29. 

Members thanked 
Janet for organising the 
luncheon at the 


Salthouse. The next 
luncheon will be in the 
Farmers Arms St Brides 
on March 17, at 
12.30pm. 

On March 3, during 
the monthly meeting, 
members will belatedly 
celebrate St David’s Day 
with home made Welsh 
cakes. 

On April 22, there 
will be a council meet¬ 
ing in St David’s Hall 
Cardiff. The first Link 
meeting will be held in 
Awel Y Mor on April 21, 
when the speaker will be 
Mrs Pitt. 

Anyone wishing to 
join the branch, or 
would like to find out 
more, should contact 
Rosemary on 01656 
783772 or Judy 01656 
785477. BM 


Mixed fortunes 
for local boxers 


ON February 12, 
Daniel Ruffle and 
Dale Phillips boxed 
at the OCLP club in 
Bridgend. 

Daniel Ruffle boxed 
Levi Lawrence from 
YMCA Cardiff on a 
return bout. 

It was a hard-fought 
contest over three 
rounds, but Daniel lost 
out on the judges’ scoring 
cards. 

Dale Phillips boxed 
Leigh Horne from 
Bridgend. Dale started 


fast and furious, landing 
the heavier shots and 
winning the first round. 

The second round saw 
Dale draw blood from his 
opponent, forcing a 
standing count. 

In the third round, 
Dale picked up the pace, 
forcing a late stoppage. 

Daniel will be repre¬ 
senting Wales this week¬ 
end against the English 
Western Counties, in the 
quarter-finals of the 
British Schoolboys 
championships. 


Read your GEM online 
bridgend-today-today. co. uk or 
porthcawl-today. co. uk 


cheque from club president Geoff Thomas. 

Club president Geoff Thomas is pictured pre¬ 
senting the cheque to Brenda Meakin watched by 
members of Porthcawl Lions club who have had 
heart problems. 


Tondu under- 
10s edged out 
by Porthcawl 


TONDU under-10s 
took a trip to the 
seaside for the 
return fixture 
against Porthcawl, 
where the pitch 
was dry and the 
sun shone as both 
sides took the field. 

The opening first 
quarter of the game was 
closely contested, with 
neither side getting the 
upper hand. 

However Porthcawl 
entered the second quar¬ 
ter with some renewed 
vigour and soon scored 
their first try. 

They remained the 
stronger and managed 
two further scores (both 
converted) before the 
end of the first half. 

Despite this, Tondu 
managed to turn the 
preesure back onto 
Porthcawl but were 
unable to convert this 
into points. 

Half time: 

Porthcawl 19 Tondu 0. 

With one change 
made Tondu started the 
second half with a low 
kick but Porthcawl 
fielded the ball and 
broke tackles and 
crossed to increase their 
lead. 

From the restart, 
Tondu tried to get back 
into the game but nerves 
got the better of some 
players and panic passes 
were made. 

The Porthcawl 
defence held firm and 
although Tondu gained 
ground on several occa¬ 
sions the nerves reap¬ 
peared at crucial 
moments. 

Porthcawl got a fifth 
try, unconverted before 
Tondu could get on the 
scoreboard. Tondu had 
their just rewards as Ben 
Merchant crossed the 
line. He was unlucky 
with the conversion and 
the game ended. 


Full time: Porthcawl 
31 Tondu 5. 

Porthcawl were kind 
enough to play a second 
full game so those who 
didn’t take the field in 
the first game could 
play. 

Again, the opening 
encounters were close 
and it fell to Jordan 
Morgan, with a charac¬ 
teristic spin out of the 
tackle to get the score 
rolling for Tondu, con¬ 
verted by Ben 
Merchant. 

Unfortunately, the 
Tondu youngsters went 
a little off the boil and 
Porthcawl scored their 
own unconverted try 
soon afterwards. The 
next two scores fell to 
Porthcawl as Tondu lost 
their shape in defence. 

Half time: 

Porthcawl 17 Tondu 7. 

The second half saw 
a few changes to the 
Tondu side and they put 
a lot of pressure on 
Porthcawl. Eventually, 
this led to a score for 
Shannon Price on the 
wing after a break by 
Jamie Richards. 

Full time: Porthcawl 
24 Tondu 12. 

Tondu squad: Ryan 
Kershaw, Ben Merchant, 
Josh Davies, Taylor 
Lloyd, Megan Flaherty, 
Iwan Knight, Jack 
Llewllyn, Josh Evans, 
Callum Booton, loan 
Thomas, Jordan 
Morgan, Eleri Knight, 
Morgan-Owen Evans, 
Jamie Richards, Morgan 
David and Shannon 
Price. 

Ryan Kershaw was 
awarded Tondu Star of 
the Game for showing 
great commitment in 
defence and attack. 

A much closer game 
than the previous meet¬ 
ing earlier in the season. 

JK 


BRYNCETHIN JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 


Local youngsters put on 
a dazzling rugby show 


BRYNCETHIN 
under-7s travelled 
to Maesteg and 
returned as 
deserved winners 
in a fast and enter¬ 
taining match. 

The young 
Bryncethin flyers 
seemed to enjoy the 
sunny conditions and 
excelled on the dry 
pitch. 

Ifan Hunnam opened 
the scoring for 
Bryncethin, finishing 
off the first attacking 
move after terrific pass¬ 
ing and team support 
play. 

Rhys Cawley claimed 
his two first half tries 
with some evasive run¬ 
ning before outpacing 
the covering defenders. 

Maesteg responded to 
each touchdown with 
positive running, good 
support play and accu¬ 
rate passing, to ensure 
that the scoring was lev¬ 
elled on each occasion. 

With the last play of 
the half, a determined 
run from Shaun 
Batchelor resulted in 
Rhys Williams gather¬ 
ing the inside pass and 
darting down the touch- 
line to score in the cor¬ 
ner. This try gave 
Bryncethin a 4 - 3 half¬ 
time lead. 

Straight from the 
restart, the Bryncethin 
youngsters continued 
with their strong run¬ 
ning and impressive 
handling. Jake 
Whitefield showed 
superb pace and broke 
clean through the home 
defence to cross the try 
line unopposed. 

Rhys Cawley then 
crossed the line twice 
more, with his fourth 
score being a fantastic 
individual effort, as he 
side-stepped through the 
Maesteg defensive line 
before racing through to 
touchdown in the cor¬ 
ner. 

Outstanding tagging 
displays by Miles 
Blakeman and Morgan 
Hughes ensured that 
Maesteg could only 
manage a single second 
half score. 

In contrast, the 
Bryncethin scoring was 
completed by Ifan 
Hunnam, who ran 
around the defence after 
being put into space by 
Kane Walters. 

The 8-4 Bryncethin 
win was the result of 
another superb team 
effort, as every squad 
member played well 
and made a noteworthy 
contribution. All the 
coaches and parents 
were extremely 
impressed with the 
quality of play shown. 

Squad: Rhys Williams 
(captain), Thomas 
Bassett, Shaun 
Batchelor, Miles 
Blakeman, Rhys 
Cawley, Morgan 
Hughes, Ifan Hunnam, 
Kane Walters, Jake 
Whitefield. 

Under-8s 

On a lovely sunny 
winter’s day, Bryncethin 


under-8 s held on for 
victory against an 
equally determined and 
skilful Nantyffyllon 
team in a really closely 
contested and exciting 
game of tag rugby. 

Nantyffyllon kicked 
off and opened the scor¬ 
ing with the first play of 
the game. Direct run¬ 
ning and excellent pass¬ 
ing stretched the 
Bryncethin defence to 
create the space out 
wide, before the home 
team ran in. 

Bryncethin responded 
with tremendous play 
from Ben Lewis and 
Shea Francis, creating 
the space for Rhys 
Cawley to gather the 
pass and score. Both 
teams then traded well- 
crafted tries, the 
Bryncethin try being 
scored by Rhys 
Williams following 
superb support play. 

With half-time near¬ 
ing, Miles Blakeman 
turned-over possession 
and moved the ball onto 
Kane Walters. His pass 
gave Ifan Hunnam the 
opportunity to outpace 
the covering defenders 
and give Bryncethin a 3 
- 2 lead going into the 
interval. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with Rhys Cawley 
making a superb break 
to cross the line unop¬ 
posed for his second try 
of the match. 

Each team then trad¬ 
ed three tries apiece, 
with Bryncethin’s tries 
coming from Ifan 
Hunnam (two) and 
Shaun Batchelor. Both 
players scored thrilling 
tries after racing 
through the home team 
defence following 
tremendous passing and 
support running involv¬ 
ing every team member. 

With time running 
out, Nantyffyllon man¬ 
aged to move the ball 
across the line and score 
in the corner. This set¬ 
up a very tense end to 
the match, as 
Nantyffyllon attempted 
to regain the ball and 
push for the equalising 
score. 

However, the 
Bryncethin youngsters 
managed to keep pos¬ 
session and hold on for 
the 7 - 6 win. 

This week’s stand-out 
performance went to 
Ifan Hunnam for his 
superb support play and 
hat-trick of tries, keep it 
up! 

Squad: Josh Nuth 
(captain), Thomas 
Bassett, Shaun 
Batchelor, Miles 
Blakeman, Rhys 
Cawley, Shea Francis, 
Morgan Hughes, Ifan 
Hunnam, Ben Lewis, 
Kane Walters, Jake 
Whitefield, Rhys 
Williams. 

Under-9s 

Bryncethin under-9s 
travelled to Maesteg to 
take part in a round 
robin with the hosts and 
Nantyffyllon. 

With a small squad 
available all the 
Bryncethin youngsters 


were involved from the 
outset. A frenetic start 
with some good work 
by the likes of Rhys 
Davies and Jack 
Thomas allowed 
Bryncethin to make 
progress. 

Following another 
surge and swift clearing 
out Josh Napper picked 
up and darted over to 
open the scoring. 

Straight from the 
restart the Maesteg team 
made concerted efforts 
to break the Bryncethin 
defence. Initially the 
Bryncethin team, led by 
captain Dylan Evans, 
and with the efforts of 
some of the smaller 
members of the team, 
such as Finlay Mullens 
and Josh Napper, held 
firm. 

Credit must therefore 
go to Maesteg who 
eventually worked an 
opening wide out to 
cross in the corner. 

With the game now 
evenly poised, 
Bryncethin started to 
find their rhythm. 

Tobias Hunt and Ethan 
Hopkins were making 
good yardage against a 
tight Maesteg defence. 

It was from another 
drive that Aaron 
Thomas broke the 
defence and sprinted 
half the length of the 
field to score. 

Further good work in 
the tight created space 
out wide for the flyers 
to make progress and 
eventually Ethan 
Hopkins popped up to 
burst through the 
defence to clinch the 
win. 

A good solid per¬ 
formance by both teams 
provided an entertaining 
spectacle for the sup¬ 
porters. 

Final score: Maesteg 
1 - Bryncethin 3. 
Nanty next 

The second game of 
the morning proved to 
be a tough physical 
affair. The larger squad 
of Nantyffyllon told as 
the game progressed 
with the efforts of the 
Bryncethin team start¬ 
ing to tell as the match 
went on. 

Bryncethin started 
well with Aaron 
Thomas and Rhys 
Davies making 
progress. Following 
some neat interplay, 
Tobias Hunt showed 
great determination to 
cross over from 10 
metres out. 

Nantyffyllon came 
back strongly and all 
players tackled with 
tenacity against their 
opponents. With 
Nantyffyllon able to 
regularly replace play¬ 
ers, they were able to 
score five tries against 
the tiring Bryncethin 
boys. 

It is to their credit 
that the Bryncethin boys 
never let their heads 
drop and the spirit in 
which they continued is 
a source of pride and 
encouragement for the 
coaching staff. As if to 
demonstrate the 


unflinching attitude, it 
was left to Bryncethin 
to score the final try of 
the match through 
Ethan Hopkins. 

Man of the match: 

An excellent show of 
grit and determination 
from all the players. 

Josh Napper took the 
award for his unwaver¬ 
ing determination 
against much larger 
opponents. 

Squad: Dylan Evans 
(captain), Tobias Hunt, 
Rhys Davies, Aaron 
Thomas, Finlay 
Mullens, Ethan 
Hopkins, Jack Thomas 
and Josh Napper 
Under-10s 

Bryncethin travelled 
to Maesteg for a warm 
welcome on a warm 
sunny day. 

It wasn’t until the 
second half that 
Bryncethin shone, with 
some quick ball allow¬ 
ing the boys to show 
their skills. The 
Maesteg defence even¬ 
tually gave way, allow¬ 
ing Emyr Watkin a 
number of good tries. 

Also on the score 
board was Dafydd 
Evans. This was a very 
good team effort from 
both forwards and backs 
with an excellent defen¬ 
sive display limiting 
Maesteg to the one try. 

Man of the match: a 
good display in what 
was only his second 
match the award went 
to Owen Hart. 

Final score: Maesteg 
1 - Bryncethin 5. 
Under-10s 

Two well-matched 
teams showed no fear in 
defence with a tight 
game remaining score¬ 
less in the first half. 
Nantyffyllon started the 
stronger and spent the 
majority of the first 
period in the Bryncethin 
half. All round defen¬ 
sive effort allowed it to 
be scoreless at half 
time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with Bryncethin 
growing in confidence, 
forcing Nanty to defend 
more and more. 
Bryncethin were 
rewarded when Ieuan 
Davies scored a try that 
he converted himself. 

Nanty fought back 
with a try from a break¬ 
away which was con¬ 
verted to level the 
scores at 7-all. 

Squad: Jacob Walters 
(captain), Aaron 
McIntyre, Adam John, 
Ben Aston, Callum 
Lethardy, Christian 
Jones, Connor Ford, 
Henry Clark, Ieuan 
Davies, Liam Morgan, 
Morgan Jones, Nicholas 
Morgan, Scott Winter 
and William Blake. 

Man of the match: 
Excellent all round dis¬ 
play from the entire 
team with Christian 
Jones taking the award 
this week. 

RH 
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Young Ospreys 
change gear with 
handsome new kit 



Receiving their new strip from Ryan Jones and Jonathan Sinclair and 
Andy Sinclair (left), managing directors of The Sinclair Group’s Audi, 
Volkswagen, Skoda, Mercedes-Benz and Smart divisions respectively, 
are members of the Ospreys Player Pathway Bridgend District squads 
Rhys Butler (under 12s Pencoed), Ashley Baker (under 13s Tondu) and 
Jacob Thomas (under 14s Porthcawl). 


SOME of the region’s top 
young rugby players will be 
‘driving’ for the try line in 
style, thanks to a kit sponsor¬ 
ship from leading south Wales 
motor retailer, The Sinclair 
Group. 

The group, which runs Audi, 
Mercedes-Benz, Volkswagen, Skoda 
and Smart sites stretching from 
Neyland to Newport, has supplied 
brand new strips to the Ospreys Player 
Pathway Bridgend District. 

Welsh rugby captain Ryan Jones 
presented the kits, which have been 
provided for the programme’s under- 
12s, under-13s and under-14s teams 
made up of players drawn from local 
clubs. 

“Having to purchase new strips 
would have been quite a drain on our 
resources so we’re extremely grateful 
to the Sinclair Group for their sup¬ 
port,” said Gary Clement, Ospreys 


development coach. “While it was fan¬ 
tastic of them to provide the kit, they 
made it even more special for some of 
the boys by arranging the handover 
from Ryan Jones.” 

Andy Sinclair, managing director of 
the group’s Mercedes-Benz and Smart 
operations, added: “From a commer¬ 
cial point of view, this sponsorship will 
put our name in front of many 
motorists as the teams will be playing 
other districts across Wales as part of 
the WRU’s pyramid development pro¬ 
gramme. 

“As a company that has been heavi¬ 
ly involved with community focused 
projects and indeed Welsh rugby for 
many years, such as our sponsorship of 
Ryan Jones, we’re equally delighted to 
be supporting the sport at grass roots 
level. 

“We hope the new kit brings the 
Ospreys Player Pathway Bridgend 
District the very best of luck for the 
remainder of this season and beyond.” 


Porthcawl coast 
included in giant 
windfarm project 


A HUGE offshore 
windfarm is being 
planned in the 
Bristol Channel, as 
part of a £100 bil¬ 
lion project around 
the coastline of 
Britain. 

In a report to council¬ 
lors, Communities 
Director Louise Fradd 
said that the Crown 
Estate had announced the 
successful bidders for 
each of the nine Wind 


Zones within UK coastal 
waters. 

The Bristol Channel 
Zone, Zone 8, covers 
more than 500 sq. mi les 
and the contract has been 
won by RWE npower 
Renewables. 

The Zone is 46 mi les 
in length and is 11 mi les 
off the south Wales coast. 
It extends from 
Porthcawl in the east to 
Pembrokeshire in the 
west. 

Within the zone, a 


Advice available on 
private fostering 


NATIONAL Private 
Fostering Week will 
be marked with a 
display on February 
22-28 at Sainsbury’s 
in Bridgend. 

An officer from 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council will be 
on hand to give advice on 
fostering. 

Coun Alana Davies, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
explained: “When pri¬ 
vate fostering arrange¬ 
ments are set up, it often 
doesn’t occur to people 
that they need to tell us 


about it, but legally they 
must. 

“Quite often people 
confuse private fostering 
with independent foster¬ 
ing agency arrangements 
but they are completely 
different. 

“It’s our responsibility 
to consider the child’s 
welfare and offer support 
and advice to the private 
foster carer, the parent 
and the child or young 
person.” 

For more information 
about private fostering in 
Bridgend call 01656 
642349, or email foster¬ 
ing @ bridgend. gov. uk. 


windfarm is being pro¬ 
posed consisting of 250 
six-megawatt wind tur¬ 
bines. At the moment, the 
wind turbines in most 
common use are two- 
megawatt and the six 
megawatt ones have not 
yet been built. 

Wind farm opponents 
fear that if these prove to 
be unviable, the overall 
number of turbines could 
double to 500-plus to 
generate the same 
amount of electricity. 

The location of the 
Atlantic Array windfarm, 
as it has been called, is 
further west, off Gower. 

Each zone is now sub¬ 
ject to Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment and then will 
have to receive planning 
permissions. 

However all decisions 
will be taken by the 
newly-commissioned 
IPC (Infrastructure 
Planning Commission) 
set up to decide on 
nationally significant 
infrastructure projects in 
Wales and England. 

Local authorities can 
submit a Local Impact 
Report to the IPC as part 
of the planning process. 
Further guidance on how 
this is to be done is still 
awaited. 
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B Attack on the 
home straight 


SCOTT JOHN 
was influential 
for B Attack as 
they took a mas¬ 
sive step towards 
the Bridgend 6- 
a-side Premier 
Division title 
with a 5-0 hum¬ 
bling of Persil 
Boys FC. 

Croissants are 
doing every thing 
they can to keep the 
table toppers honest. 

Dan Galsworthy 
put in a fine perform¬ 
ance in their 8-0 
mauling of AFC Just 
One More Pie. 

Dunraven lost vital 
ground on the leaders 
as they were held to a 
1-1 draw by Team G. 

Athletico Brackla 
are the early paceset¬ 


ters in the First 
Division, but were 
made to work hard 
for maximum points 
in a 3-2 defeat of 
Hardly Athletic. 

Multiple S are also 
emerging as potential 
title contenders as 
they eased past the 
challenge of Young 
Exiles, 4-1, Dan 
Bridgman proving 
influential through¬ 
out. 

If anyone is inter¬ 
ested in joining the 
Bridgend 6-a-side 
Leisure League, they 
can call 0845 230 
2340 or visit 

w w w. leisure- 
leagues.net 


Missing players no 
problem for the 
Pencoed under-12s 


With nine players 
unavailable, 
Pencoed under-12s 
took a depleted 
squad of 14 players 
to St Peters for the 
first time. 

The teams last met at 
under-9 level, with 
Pencoed sneaking a one 
try to nil win, so this 
was expected to be a 
tough ask for the visitors 
with so many players 
out. 

It proved not to be the 
case, however, as 
Pencoed played some 
lovely rugby, running in 
four first-half tries 
through Lewis Butler 
(two) and Chris Carr 
(two). 

Jacob Lloyd and 
Connor Goldsworthy 
kicked one conversion 
each to give the visitors 


a 0 - 24 half time lead. 

The second half was 
much of the same with 
the hosts continuing to 
struggle to cope with 
Pencoed’s slick ball han¬ 
dling. Further tries from 
Lewis Butler and Chris 
Carr saw them both get 
their hat tricks before St 
Peters managed a score 
of their own. 

Morgan Burgess and 
Aaron Leyshon rounded 
things off for the visitors 
to give them a comfort¬ 
able 5 - 46 victory. 

This was an impres¬ 
sive performance by 
Pencoed with so many 
key players unavailable. 
A number of boys could 
have taken the man of 
the match award, which 
went to outside half 
Jacob Lloyd for getting 
his backline moving at 
every opportunity. SB 


Tondu under-9s on 
top at Porthcawl 


TONDU under-9s 
made the short 
journey to 

Porthcawl, where 
the game developed 
into an early for¬ 
ward battle with 
Porthcawl defend¬ 
ing well. 

Tondu appeared to be 
a little lacklustre in these 
early exchanges but were 
soon able to find some 
space behind the 
Porthcawl defence. 
Lewis Oates grabbed 
himself a brace of tries, 
with Callum Vause chip¬ 
ping in with a trademark 
long range effort, gather¬ 
ing the ball in defence 
and galloping to the line. 
The half ended 3-0 to 
Tondu. 

In the second half, 
Porthcawl continued to 
work hard but once again 
the Tondu players 
matched them and were 
able to notch up a further 
five tries. Lewis Oates 


sealed his hat trick (and 
Tondu’s fourth) from 
short range. 

Luke Brett nipped 
over after a looping run 
from the base of a ruck, 
and Jacob Thomas took 
his two tries very well by 
good support running. 
Luke Dingle rounded off 
the scoring by outstrip¬ 
ping the Porthcawl 
defence with a run from 
deep. 

Tondu didn’t have it 
all their way, however, as 
Porthcawl took two very 
well-worked tries of their 
own - credit to them for 
not giving up and bat¬ 
tling to the end. 

Final score: Tondu 8, 
Porthcawl 2. 

Match squad: Lewis 
Oates, Callum Vause, 
Luke Brett, Daniel 
Mayne, James Murray, 
Patrick Riley, Jacob 
Thomas, Harry Olding, 
Luke Dingle, Cameron 
Keegans, Lewis Dyke. 

DM 


Porthcawl’s pace 
puts Pencoed 
under pressure 


PORTHCAWL 
under-lOs travelled 
the relatively short 
distance to Pencoed 
to play what was 
expected to be a 
tough game. 

The team in red, white 
and blue didn’t disap¬ 
point, and attacked 
Porthcawl straight from 
the kick-off. 

With a large mobile pack 
and athletic backs, 
Pencoed started well but 
were unable to capitalise 
on some well-won early 
possession. 

Porthcawl, on the 
other hand, only needed a 
sniff of the ball to kick 
start their game. After 
some fierce tackling and 
rucking by the forwards, 
Joe Stradling sprinted 
over the line for the 
Green and Blacks’ first 
try. Ethan Waters con¬ 
verted and the Seaweeds 
were suddenly in control. 

Next up was Louis 
Protheroe, who grabbed 
his usual hat trick with 
relative ease. All three 
tries were converted by 
Zakk Fumess-Jones. 

Pencoed had no 
answer to Porthcawl’s 
outstanding defence and 
speedy back line, and 
didn’t really look like 
scoring. A fantastic try 
from Dan Williams and 
conversion from Zakk 
sealed the win, and 
Porthcawl remain 

unbeaten since 

November 2008. 

The match finished: 
Pencoed 0, Porthcawl 
35. Man-of-the-match 
was Max Budding. 

Pencoed devel¬ 
opment team 

This was a very even 
contest, with both sides 
showing a lot of commit¬ 
ment and no shortage of 
skill. Play shifted from 
one end to the other, with 


neither side willing to 
surrender. 

Eventually, a short 
period of pressure told 
and Pencoed managed to 
cross for a well deserved 
try. 

The final score was 
Pencoed 7, Porthcawl 0. 

Man-of-the-match was 
Ethan Waters. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad: Connor Grant, 
Cameron Williams, 
Callum Morgan, 

Matthew Roberts, Kurds 
Pridmore, Ben Davies, 
Ben Roach, Connor 
Harrington-Pit tarn, 
Meuryn Nelson, Joe 
Beale, Harry Beale, Sam 
Edwards, Lloyd 

Mortimer. 

TONDU 
UNDER-10s 

On a sunny Sunday 
morning, almost warm 
enough to be spring, 
Porthcawl welcomed 
Tondu to their South 
Road home. 

Porthcawl, weakened 
by a few boys going on 
holidays during the 
rugby season, expected a 
very tough match ! 

Tondu didn’t disap¬ 
point and started the 
stronger with a few good 
runs from their rugged 
forwards. Unfortunately 
for Tondu, this didn’t last 
and Porthcawl were first 
on the scoreboard with a 
fantastic try from scrum- 
half and captain Ben 
Roach. 

Next up was new 
recruit Harry Evans with 
a typical all-action try 
from inside his own half 
(converted by Dan 
Williams). 

Ben Roach stormed 
over for another classy 
try, converted with style 
by Ethan Waters. Harry 
Evans completed his 
brace with another score 
just before half time, 
duly converted by Dan 


Williams. 

Almost from the sec¬ 
ond half kick-off, Ben 
Roach cruised over to 
complete his well 
deserved hat-trick. 

Tondu though, were 
not finished and man¬ 
aged a last-minute try 
from one of their star 
players. 

Final score 

Porthcawl 31 Tondu 
5 

Man of the match was 
Harry Evans. 

A second match was 
played, and Tondu start¬ 
ed the stronger and 
scored first. A conversion 
followed and Porthcawl 
were shocked into action. 

Kurtis Pridmore thun¬ 
dered over for an excel¬ 
lent try and the Seaweeds 
were level. Meuryn 
Nelson was next to make 
his mark with a try after 
some fine tackling. Sam 
Edwards converted with 
ease. 

Sam followed this up 
with a try of his own after 
some hard running. 
Tondu replied with 
another well worked try 
but Porthcawl hit straight 
back with another try 
from Meuryn. The con¬ 
version followed from 
Sam Edwards and 
Porthcawl were home 
and dry. 

Final score 

Porthcawl 24 Tondu 

12 . 

Man of the match was 
Meuryn Nelson. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad; Connor Grant, 
Cameron Williams, 
Callum Morgan, 

Matthew Roberts, Ben 
Davies, Connor 

Harrington-Pittam, Joe 
Beale, Harry Beale, 
Lloyd Mortimer. 

IB 


Ben s last minute effort 


wins it for 

PORTHCAWL under-11s wel¬ 
comed local rivals Tondu, 
determined to avenge the 
heavy defeat suffered earlier in 
the season. 

In near perfect conditions, 
Porthcawl kicked off deep into Tondu 
territory, but a poor chase of the kick 
allowed Tondu to attack from deep and 
a flowing movement, involving the 
whole back line, was only denied a try 
by a magnificent cover tackle from 
loan Bluck. 

From the ensuing scrum, hooker 
Will Lampard stole a strike against the 
head to allow James Thomas to clear 
his lines. 

As the game settled down, both sets 
of forwards tore into each other, pow¬ 
erful drives by Porthcawl’s Leon 
Evans and Ben Jones were met by 
equally powerful Tondu defence. 

Indiscipline prevented Porthcawl 
from gaining any dominance, with 
both forwards and backs regularly 
penalised for minor indiscretions when 
in very promising attacking positions. 
From one such penalty, Tondu took the 
lead with a wonderful solo effort by 
their impressive No 8. 

It may have been Valentine’s Day, 
but as the second half started it was 
quite clear that there was no love lost 


Porthcawl 

between both sets of players, as they 
tore into each other with a physicality 
that belied both their age and stature. 

Porthcawl’s loose forwards Joe 
Williams, Brad Tonner and Ben Asprea 
were now far quicker to the breakdown 
than their opponents, allowing scrum- 
half Tom Cogbill to release the ever- 
dangerous Jack Richards and Rhys 
Thomas on some trade mark jinking 
runs. 

Despite heroic Tondu defence, 
Porthcawl were not to be denied the 
equalising score, which came from a 
break by prop Rhys Cobley, who fed 
centre Brad Griffiths and he thundered 
over from short range. 

Sensing victory, and with time run¬ 
ning out, Porthcawl attacked straight 
from the restart with slick inter-passing 
involving both forwards and backs, 
releasing man-of-the-match Ben Jones 
who was just about to crown a terrific 
performance with a match-winning try 
when he was hauled down inches 
short. As had been the case all game, 
the loose ball was pounced on by Ben 
Asprea, who squirmed over for a try to 
seal the win. 

Great credit must be given to all 
players. While it was a very physical 
game, it was played in a great spirit. 

AC 















Thursday, February 18th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 25 


Bosch land won’t be used 
for retail or housing ... 

Politicians work to limit impact of closure 


ACRES of prime 
land owned by 
Bosch will not be 
allowed to become 
a housing estate or a 
retail development. 

Coun Rhodri 

Traherne, the Cale 
Council cabinet member 
for economic develop¬ 
ment and regeneration, 
contacted The GEM this 
week to reassure local 
people that the land at 
Miskin would not gain 
planning permission for 
houses or retail uses. 

In his letter, he 
explained: “The current 
situation is quite clear. 
Bosch occupies around 
33 acres and has had 
‘outline planning con¬ 
sent’ for the development 
of around a further 131 
acres for ‘industrial pur¬ 
poses’ since 1989. 

“As such, at any time 
during the last 20 years 
Bosch could have sub¬ 
mitted a planning appli¬ 
cation for ‘detailed con¬ 
sent’ for the considera¬ 
tion of the Vale Council 
planning committee. 

“The potential use of 
these 131 acres is clearly 


identified in the council’s 
Unitary Development 
Plan as land for employ¬ 
ment purposes. 

Furthermore there is a 
specific policy in the 
plan protecting such land 
for employment use, 
which excludes both res¬ 
idential and retail use.” 

Mr Traherne added 
that influential politi¬ 
cians locally and nation¬ 
ally were in agreement 
on the subject. 

“I have spoken to the 
Leader of the Council, 
Coun Gordon Kemp, and 
he is adamant that coun¬ 
cil policy will not 
change. 

“I have also had the 
opportunity to speak to 
Jane Hutt AM, our 
Assembly Member and 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government Minister for 
Business and Budget. 
She has spoken to both 
the First Minister and the 
Deputy First Minister 
and they too are deter¬ 
mined that the land use 
should not be altered.” 

DELEGATIONS 

The Bosch plant is set 
for closure in 2011, and 
over the last 10 days it 


REPORT 
by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

has become apparent that 
there will be no last- 
minute reprieve. 

The First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, AM for 
Bridgend, and Deputy 
First Minister, Ieuan Wyn 
Jones travelled to 
Germany on February 8 
to meet members of the 
Bosch board to once 
again press the case for 
the plant to remain open. 

In a statement to 
Assembly Members they 
said: “We urged them to 
do all that they can to 
offer alternative products 
from within the group to 
keep production at the 
Cardiff site. 

“However, none of the 
alternatives was consid¬ 
ered feasible. While they 
welcomed the meeting, 
they indicated their 
intention to close the site 
despite us once again 
offering Assembly 
Government support.” 

Two more groups of 
Welsh AMs made the trip 
to the Bosch HQ this 
week. 

On February 10, 
Conservative AMs Alun 
Cairns, Andrew RT 
Davies and David 
Melding announced that 
they intended to meet 


Bosch executives in 
Stuttgart, and a day later 
Labour AM Jane Hutt 
announced that she and 
Rhodri Morgan, would 
also be making the trip 
accompanied by trade 
union representatives. 

The two groups had 
separate meetings with 
Bosch managers on 
Tuesday. 

Following their meet¬ 
ing, Conservative indus¬ 
try spokesman Mr Cairns 
said the AMs had empha¬ 
sised the need for com¬ 
munity involvment in the 
site’s future and he had 
been encouraged that the 
company had agreed to 
set up a working party to 
limit the effect of the 
plant closing. 

“It was a constructive 
meeting and the Bosch 
directors welcomed our 
involvement. 

“They were also grate¬ 
ful for our insight into 
local community con¬ 
cerns highlighted over 
the future of the site.” 

Mr Davies said: “We 
were pleased with 
Bosch’s commitment to 
establish a working 
group on managing the 
impact of closure. 

“During our meeting, 
we also emphasised the 
need for full community 
involvement, including 
the Vale and local com¬ 
munity councils and all 


political parties.” 

Shadow minister for 
the economy, David 
Melding, said: “I wel¬ 
comed the chance to 
meet senior Bosch exec¬ 
utives to discuss not only 
the fate of hundreds of 
workers at the plant, but 
also the impact its clo¬ 
sure will have on the sur¬ 
rounding community. 

“It is regrettable, how¬ 
ever, that the Assembly 
Government couldn't 
develop a feasible model 
for Bosch’s new genera¬ 
tion of applications, such 
as wind energy compo¬ 
nents.” 

After their meeting, 
Rhodri Morgan and Jane 
Hutt said: “After three 
hour long discussions in 
Germany with Bosch 
chiefs, work force repre¬ 
sentatives and Unite 
trade union officials, we 
secured an agreement 
that Bosch would work 
together with the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
and workforce represen¬ 
tatives to secure the best 
possible legacy for not 
only the current skilled 
workforce at the Vale 
plant; but also the supply 
chain companies, and 
future employment 
opportunities at the plant 
and the use of the 
330,000 square foot 
building complex.” 


Read your GEM online 
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Choir’s birthday 
concert in aid of 
cancer charity 


TO celebrate its Golden 
Birthday year, Bridgend Male 
Choir will undertake a UK 
Cathedrals Tour taking in the 
cities of Cardiff, Bristol, 
Birmingham and Liverpool. 

First up is Cardiff on April 9, when 
choristers will be singing at the 
Metropolitan Catholic Cathedral of St 
David in Charles Street, supporting 
Cancer Research Wales at its annual 
gala charity concert. 

The choir has previously supported 
its adopted charity at the better known 
Llandaff Cathedral and at St David’s 
Hall. 

Concert guests this time include 
Bridgend’s up and coming Scott 
Williams on organ, and renowned 
Glyndebourne soprano, Helen-Jane 


Howells. 

The choir is delighted to have 
secured the excellent Helen-Jane’s 
singing services for a number of events 
this year. Currently performing at Paris 
and Caen, Helen-Jane is playing Eve in 
Purcell’s Opera, The Fairy Queen in a 
co-production of Les Arts Florissants 
and Glyndebourne Festival Opera. 

Her plans for 2010 include major 
parts from Mozart, Bach and Elgar and 
playing the role of Amore in 
L’incoronazione de Poppea for 
Glyndebourne on Tour 2010. 

Tickets, priced at £10, are available 
in Cardiff from Cancer Research Wales 
(T.029 2031 6976); maggie.hugh- 
es2@velindre-tr.wales.nhs.uk; and in 
Bridgend at the News Shop, Dunraven 
Place and Porters Estate Agents, 
Nolton Street. 


Rosa is looking for a 
new home - can you help? 


ROSA, an 18 months 
old Golden Retriever 
in the care of the Dogs 
Trust, is looking for a 
caring new owner. 

She has severe hip 
dysplasia and is on 
restricted exercise and 
medication at the 
Bridgend rehoming cen¬ 
tre. 

The centre says she is 
a friendly and outgoing 
young dog. However, she 
can become possessive 
over things that are 
important to her or 
become difficult when 
being handled. 



Friendly Rosa. 


She is fine with other 
dogs and has lived with 
cats. She is also house- 
trained. 

“She needs an experi¬ 
enced owner willing to 


work through her issues 
(with the help of a train¬ 
er) in a calm and patient 
manner. She needs a 
home without children. 
She will need regular 
short, gentle walks and 
lots of fun things to do to 
stimulate her mind and 
keep her occupied. 

“She would love to 
live with other dogs. In 
the right home and with 
correct handling she will 
make a rewarding com¬ 
panion,” the centre adds. 

Telephone. Dog’s 
Trust Bridgend, 01656 
725219. 


Celebrate the Chinese New Year 
at Parc Tyn y Coed, Bridgend 

Sunday 21st February 
12 noon - 4pm 






With our shored equity 
scheme you could own a 
home for only 85% of the 
purchase price - only 
€ 121 , 545 * 


3 & 4 bedroom homes from £142,995 - £189,995 



Parc Tyn Y Coed Sarn. Bridgend. CF32 9NT 

Sales Office Open daily 11am-6pm, Saturday 10am-5pm 


o 


Call: 01656 725348 
www.barratthomes.co.uk 


5 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


BAR RATT 
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and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances ), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters brief and address them to: The Editor, 
Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


Too embarrassed to show 
visitors litter in the Vale 


H ats off to i 
H opkin of 
Aberthin 

for writing the let¬ 
ter, in The GEM on 
February 11, on 
the topic of litter in 
the Vale, which I 
have been meaning 
to write for weeks! 

One does not need to 
look at the calendar to 
see that it is recycling 
day. 

As soon as the truck 
has left our village, the 
lanes are strewn with 
plastic bottles, tin cans 
and carrier bags. 

Every bit of road 
from my home in 
Llanmaes to Cowbridge 
is trashed with litter on 
a weekly basis. Surely 
the council could invest 
in trucks with covers to 
keep the litter in? 

It’s not rocket sci¬ 
ence, after all! 

I agree that, aside 
from the litter we have 
to endure from the recy¬ 
cling trucks, there is a 
huge social problem of 
people generally litter¬ 
ing. But it cannot be 
blamed solely on the 
‘new generation of citi¬ 
zens’. 

In the example of 
Cowbridge school, sure¬ 
ly it is the ‘grown-ups’ 
who are allowing this 
rubbish problem to be 
tolerated? 

Wouldn’t it be great 
if the school organised a 


weekly ‘litter day’ 
where students go out 
en masse for a half hour 
and tidy up. 

If the powers that be 
were seen to care, per¬ 
haps it might instil 
some pride in the school 
and surrounding area 
for the young people. 

You only have to take 
a look outside the gro¬ 
cery store in Llantwit 
Major (previously 
Somerfield, now Co- 
Op) to confirm that in 
fact the older generation 
is also to blame. 

On any given day, 
you will see piles of 
rubbish under the trol¬ 
leys. 

Till receipts, discard¬ 
ed shopping lists, food 
wrappers, and cigarettes 
- not thrown down by 
youths but by your 
everyday shopper. 

I believe if the man¬ 
agement sent an 
employee out once an 
hour to tidy up, people 
would be less likely to 
litter, and might even 
begin to take pride in 
their town. 

The other grocery 
store in Llantwit Major 
(Filco) by comparison is 
quite clean outside. 

I sympathised also 
with I Hopkin about 
overseas visitors. I grew 
up in Florida, one of the 
cleanest states in the 
USA, and when I have 
family over here I am 
literally embarrassed to 
take them out. (I won- 


STOP THE 
LITTER BUGS! 


I DO take excep¬ 
tion to part of 
what Mr 

Hopkin says about 
litter (GEM letters, 
last week). 

The Vale Council has 
a lot of litter pickers out 
on foot clearing rubbish 
from the road sides. 
These are the people 
who fill the orange 
sacks that we see at the 
side of the road. This 
must cost them a signif¬ 
icant amount of money. 

Clearly, however, 
they are insufficient as 
the mountains of litter 
continue to accumulate. 
Perhaps some more 
community service 
orders should be direct¬ 
ed towards picking lit¬ 
ter? 

There is a need, how¬ 
ever, to stop the prob¬ 
lem at source. 

How many times 
have we driven behind 
a car and seen its occu¬ 
pants, young and old, 
throwing cigarette pack¬ 
ets, crisp packets, soft 
drink cans and all sorts 
of other non-biodegrad- 
able rubbish out of the 
windows, when it 
would be equally easy 
to keep it in the car 


until they get home? 

It really grates on me 
that there is nothing that 
I can presently do about 
this. Would it be possi¬ 
ble to introduce a ‘shop 
a litter bug’ service, so 
that when we see this 
sort of thing happening 
we can ring, e-mail or 
write to the council, 
reporting the location 
and the license number 
of the car? 

We are not concerned 
with who owns the car, 
we are concerned with 
the occupants. The 
council could then send 
a formal letter to the 
registered owner saying 
that the vehicle had 
been reported. 

This would at least 
tell the litterbug, or his 
family, that the anti¬ 
social behaviour had 
been noticed. 

If a vehicle is report¬ 
ed three times then a 
fixed penalty notice 
could be served on the 
owner! 

Come to think of it, 
this could also be 
applied to that other 
scourge, people refusing 
to obey the law and 
using a hand-held 
mobile phone whilst 
driving! 

David Kennett, Barry 


der if we should lobby 
the VOG council for 
free blindfolds to 
employ when we trans¬ 
port our guests from A 
to B?). 

In America we have 
the slogan ‘Keep 
America Beautiful', and 
it is enforced by law, 
with hefty fines for lit¬ 
tering. Here we have the 
slogan 'Keep Britain 
Tidy ', which really does 
not pack much punch, 
and clearly is not 
enforced. 

Suggestions for 
reducing the amount of 
litter in the Vale: 

1) The council needs 


to keep the recycled 
materials in the trucks. 

2) The council should 
allocate more resources 
to cleaning up. 

3) Every shopkeeper 
should keep their 
frontage clean, and 
every householder 
should keep their bit of 
road ‘beautiful’. 

I would like to think 
it is not hopeless. 

Clearly lots of people 
do not care, but let that 
not deter those of us 
who do care from trying 
to improve the situa¬ 
tion! 

Mrs. L. McGreevy 
Llanmaes 


Horrendous litter 
in Cowbridge 


1 WOULD like to 
congratulate the 
authors of two 
letters in last 
week’s GEM 
regarding the litter, 
dog fouling and 
potholes in the 
Cowbridge area 
and state that dur¬ 
ing the past few 
weeks I have con¬ 
tacted the Vale 
Council on at least 
three occasions 
regarding the litter 
problem . 

My wife and I have 
been regularly on walks 
and taken note of the 
continued problem of the 
horrendous amount 
deposited by motorists, 
schoolchildren, resi¬ 
dents, and presumably 
visitors to the roads, 
pavements, paths and 
rights of way. 

Examples are the St 
Athan Road, Llantwit 
Road, Aberthin Road 
(particularly outside the 
school), Stalling Down 
and Roman Road, (also 
complete overgrowing of 
bushes throughout) 
many paths into town, 
the Cattle Market. 

So it goes on, includ¬ 


ing the whole of 
Culverhouse area. Why 
do Tesco’s, Marks and 
Spencers, MacDonald’s 
and all the stores leave 
this problem for months 
on end? Why do the Vak 
and Cardiff councils not 
employ the many per¬ 
sons on community serv¬ 
ice to serve their public 
in recompense for the 
crimes committed? 

Dog fouling, particu¬ 
larly in Broadway, Town 
Mill Road and even on 
the High Street is preva¬ 
lent, and all owners 
should be prosecuted. 

As a result of the bad 
weather, we are now 
faced with many serious 
potholes in roads in the 
area and resulting dam¬ 
age to vehicles, but see 
very few efforts to repaii 
these, except for the 
complete resurfacing of 
parts of Broadway. 

I have had dealings 
with our local council¬ 
lors and Vale Council 
officials over other mat¬ 
ters in the past, but all 
complaints fail to 
receive proper attention. 

The council reference 
numbers for the latest 
items are 2109774 and 
2117064. 

Brian Swain, 
Cowbridge 


"Let’s bin the litter’ 


1 FULLY agree 
with Mr 
Hopkin’s com¬ 
ments on litter in 
last week’s edition 
of The GEM. 

In my travels home 
and abroad over many 
years in my 
motorhome, I consider 
Britain to be a rubbish 
dump by comparison 
with some of our 
European neighbours. 

I think everyone 
should play a part in 
cleaning up their locali¬ 
ty- 

Parents and teachers 
should instill in children 
from a early age the 


need to bin or take 
home their rubbish. 

The local authority 
should provide many 
more bins, especially 
near schools. 

I sometimes take my 
‘extra hand’ stick and a 
plastic bag when walk¬ 
ing to town and always 
find ample litter to pick 
up, yet knowing the 
same problem will arise 
a few days later. 

I wish others, using 
gloves, would pick up 
litter and bin it and not 
walk by. 

R Williams, 

Cowbridge J 


( BE READY TO CLEAN UP i 
AFTER PETS ON A BEACH’ 

1 AM writing in 

response to the letter 
in The GEM last week 
from Joanne McCarthy 
regarding horses and dogs 
on the beach at Whitmore 
Bay. 

I regularly use the beach with 
my family and over the last year, 
have seen an increasing amount 
of horseriders use it too. 

On many occasions, the 
behaviour of these riders has 
been unacceptable and danger¬ 
ous, for example, cantering or 
galloping on a crowded beach 
(including during very busy 
times and bank holidays over the 
summer). 


I have never seen a single 
horse rider clean up the huge 
piles of manure often left by 
their horses. 

I note that Ms McCarthy says 
that her partner (on foot) cleans 
up after the horse. Given that 
she also says that she doesn’t 
trot, canter or gallop, I am not 
sure why, her partner would have 
trouble keeping up with her and 
why, therefore, a dog walker felt 
the need to speak to her about 
manure left behind. 

I can appreciate the difficulty 
involved with getting 
off a horse to clean up manure, 
but I also see disabled, elderly 
and infirm dog owners who have 
difficulty cleaning up after their 


dogs, but nevertheless manage to 
do so. 

Anyone who takes a pet on 
the beach should be prepared to 
clean up after it, however diffi¬ 
cult that might 

be - or else stay off the beach. 

Excrement on the beach is 
infuriating, whether left by hors¬ 
es or dogs - as are the countless 
piles of litter and cigarette ends 
which will no doubt appear on 
the beach during the summer. 

Being the mother of a toddler 
and also a responsible dog owner 
who cleans up after their pet, I 
frankly don't care who uses the 
beach, as long as they leave it 
clean. 

Leanne Sokolski, Barry 


Dogs should be 
kept on a lead 


Should horses be 
banned from beach? 


T he sight of 
horses gal¬ 
loping on the 
foreshore at Barry 
Island is a genuine 
delight for resi¬ 
dents and visitors. 

As a responsible dog 
owner whose pet was 
savagely attacked in an 
unprovoked attack on 
Barry Island - the prob¬ 
lem outlined in The 
GEM on February 11 is 
not of responsible horse 
owners, but irresponsi¬ 
ble dog owners, who 
often treat their pets as 
indulged children. 

They need to realise 
that no matter how 
much they think of their 
dog as a pet, it is still an 
animal with a mind and 
instincts of its own - an 
issue compounded with 
the fashion for aggres¬ 


sive breeds. 

Ultimately, dog own¬ 
ers are responsible for 
ensuring their dog does 
not interfere with, or 
cause problems for 
other users of the beau¬ 
tiful beaches at Barry 
Island. 

The council should 
put up a sign at Barry 
Island welcoming 
responsible horse riders 
and bring in as soon as 
possible byelaws for 
dogs to be on leads on 
the promenade, and 
muzzles on aggressive 
breeds whenever they 
are outdoors. 

There still isn’t a sign 
at the Knap for dogs to 
be on leads, in spite of 
the incident where a 
swan was killed by a 
dog. 

Judith and Andy 
Green, Barry Island 


w 


ITH ref¬ 
erence to 
horses 
versus dogs on 
Barry Island 
beach, we use the 
beach on a daily 
basis, when per¬ 
mitted, with our 
two small dogs 
always carrying a 
generous supply of 
blue bags. 

Whenever there are 
horses (however well 
controlled) there is 
mayhem! Friday and 
Saturday afternoons 
(February 12-13) were 
prime examples: Two 
horses racing on the 
beach, galloping at full 
pelt from one end of the 
sands to the other, using 
the whole of the beach. 

Parents grabbed their 


young children’s hands 
and where possible dog 
owners put their dogs 
on leads. 

However obedient, 
dogs seeing horses will 
inevitably investigate. 
On Friday, the two rid¬ 
ers finished up by trot¬ 
ting their horses along 
the promenade among 
pushchairs, wheelchairs 
and walkers. 

There was no sign of 
any intention to pick up 
horse droppings. 

Most walkers (with 
or without dogs) we 
speak to would like 
horses banned from the 
beach as there are other 
places designated for 
riders in the Vale. In 
every case we have 
seen, horses arrive in 
horse boxes. 

Val and Neil Brown, 
Barry 


Horses have rights, too! 


1 TRULY empathise with Joanne 
McCarthy’s episode involving dog 
owners unwilling to control their 
pets on Barry Island beach. 

Her horse has as much right as anybody else to 
enjoy the seaside. Out of control dogs, however, 
should not be allowed in any public place where 
inconsiderate people allow their dogs to run riot. 

How many times have we read in The GEM of 
the sad plights of victims of dog attacks? 

The fault is with the people who are ignorant 
of the basics in animal care and training. There 


should be stricter controls on obtaining pets, 
when they are not looked after properly, including 
dogs abandoned in backyards in extreme weather 
conditions, barking all day, and some through the 
night. 

People unable to care for, or control their dogs, 
should be banned from keeping them, including 
breeders keeping animals in squalid conditions. 

Dog wardens need to patrol all areas on foot on 
a regular basis, like our local ‘bobby’ with access 
to all lanes. 

K Starr, Barry 


Commonsense on the beach 


1 WOULD like to reply 
to Ms McCarthy’s let¬ 
ter in The GEM 
regarding horses using 
the Barry Island beach. 

I was also walking my dog 
when she appeared on the beach 
with her horse. On weekends 
the number of people walking 
their dogs on the beach has 
risen quite dramatically. It was a 
very foolish idea to bring a 
horse onto a beach at high tide 
and crowded with both dogs and 
children. 

Fortunately, her horse 
\behaved well, but if it had bolt- 


ed I dread to think of the conse¬ 
quences. There was so very lit¬ 
tle room. 

I walk my dog every day on 
the beach and at different times 
of the day. I have noticed that 
there are two riders who regu¬ 
larly bring their horses onto the 
beach for exercise. 

They always appear when the 
tide is at its lowest, they have 
thought about this sensibly and 
chosen a time when there is 
plenty of room on the beach. 

They walk past the dog 
walkers, then once they reach 
the shore line and the area is 
clear, they proceed into a full 


gallop. It is beautiful to watch 
and a pleasure to share the 
beach with them. 

So I would ask Ms McCarthy 
to choose the time she wants to 
exercise her horse carefully. It is 
not safe to bring a horse onto a 
crowded beach, no matter how 
well-behaved the animal may 
be. 

The dog, a predator animal, 
will bark at and chase a moving 
target; and likewise a horse, a 
prey animal will bolt. 

We can all share the beach, 
but please use some common- 
sense. 

H Spierling, Barry 1 


Vale Council and the potholes 


F ollowing a recent 
article in The GEM 
regarding potholes on 
the local roads in and around 
the Vale, I am dismayed at the 
lack of commitment from the 
council. 

I reported some three weeks 
ago via the online forms, potholes 
on various roads in Llantwit 
Major. I then followed up with a 
phone call a week later regarding 
the state of another road in the 
Vale. 


As a worker travelling outside 
the locality, I use various roads in 
the Vale. The routes from 
Llantwit Major towards the A48 
and from the A48 at Pentre 
Meurig towards the M4 passing 
the St Mary’s Golf Club are 
specifically bad and resulted in 
damage to my vehicle. 

The biggest disappointment 
with the council was the fact I’d 
contacted them to report in the 
appropriate manner. I don’t 
expect the work to be done 


straight away due to program¬ 
ming. However, after cycling 
through the lanes between 
Llanblethian and Llanmihangel 
over the weekend, the council 
had painted fresh yellow mark¬ 
ings showing the potholes. 

Does it not matter about the 
main roads causing damage to 
cars, or does the council prefer to 
deal with minor routes, where the 
traffic flow is significantly lower 
than the A roads? 

(Name and address supplied) 
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Cardiff & the Vale of Glamorgan Schools’ cross-country 
championships for Girls, Trelai Park, Cardiff 


Llantwit’s Megan remains ‘a 
dominant force’ in racing 


Report by 
PETER MORRIS 
Pictures by 
IAN DIXON 

THERE was 
greater joy for the 
Vale girls at the 
Cardiff & the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
cross-country 
championships than 
there had been for 
the boys a fortnight 
earlier. 

In similar conditions 
to the boys’ afternoon - 
a bitterly cold afternoon 
on a course surprisingly 
firm except for the top 
section, next to the Ely 
link - the Vale list of 
successes started in the 
opening race, for girls in 
years 8 and 9. 

Llantwit year-9 
Megan Osborne had 
been the dominant force 
in the two autumn term 
races, and she under¬ 
lined that her progress 
continues into the sec¬ 
ond, and more important 
part of the cross-country 
season as she eased 
away over the two big 
laps to finish 23 seconds 
ahead of year-8 Kate 
Coker (Stanwell) - and 
remain undefeated in 
Cardiff & the Vale 
Schools’ races. 

That individual win 
might have been the 
foundation stone for 
team success but, with 
both Lucy Tarrant and 
Erin Hayes not taking 
part, the under-strength 
Llantwit squad could 
finish no higher than 
sixth. 

Athletes from Cardiff 
schools - Megan Tatnell 




Winner! Megan 
Osborne (Llantwit) 
in the years 8 and 9 
race. 


Start of the senior girls race with eventual winner Bethan Daw (St Cyres, 186) and 
Vale rivals Caitlin Bryant (The Cathedral, 391) and Fiona Bray (Cowbridge, 520) at 
the front of the field. 


(Corpus Christi) and 
Alice Broadley 
(Llanishen) - finished 
first and second in the 
year-7 girls’ race, over 
one small and one big 
lap. 

Rebecca Thomas 
(Cowbridge) was the 
best placed Vale girl, 
taking the third place 
award, with Ana Mirza- 
Davies (Stanwell, 5th) 
and Nadine James 
(Cowbridge, 6th) close 
behind. 

With two Cowbridge 


years 10 or 11, it was 
left to 13th-placed 
Francesca Capel 
(Howells, year-13) to 
take the under-20 title 
with two Cowbridge 
sixth formers, Elspeth 
Bisson and Holly 
Preece, taking second 
and third placed awards. 
For Elspeth, there was 
also team success as she 
combined with year 10 
pupils Fiona Bray (7th), 
Rachel Bradshaw (16th) 
and Katie Wynne (17th) 
to help Cowbridge claim 


athletes in the top 10 and second place the 


support from Elbe 
Bishop (15th) and Alice 
Tudor (16th), the Vale 
school’s total of 40 was 
good enough to claim 
the team title, the only 
Vale success in the six 
team competitions for 
boys and girls. 

In the longest race of 
the afternoon, the senior 
girls’ event for pupils in 
years-10 and above over 
two small and one big 
lap, the early pace was 
shared by a quartet, 
which included St Cyres 
year-11 Bethan Daw and 
Bonvilston resident 
Caitlin Bryant (The 
Cathedral School). 

As the race pro¬ 
gressed, Daw continued 
to apply pressure and the 
challenge of her rivals 
gradually faded, leaving 
her to come home clear 
by nearly half a minute 
from second-placed 
Majidah Harb 
(Whitchurch). 

The senior girls race 
includes two individual 
sections, one at under-17 
for years 10 and 11 
pupils and a second, at 
under-20, for sixth form 
students. 

With the first 12 fin¬ 
ishers being pupils in 


"A 


Whitchurch squad. 

The individual and 
team awards will be 
made at the annual 
Cross-Country presenta¬ 
tion evening, which is 
due to be held at Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 
on Tuesday, May 11. 

Following this fixture, 
Cardiff & the Vale 
Schools’ district will 
choose teams of 12, plus 
six non travelling 
reserves, to compete at 
year-7, under-15 (years 8 
and 9), under-17 (years 
10 and 11) and under-20 
(sixth form) at the Aviva 
48th Welsh Schools’ 
National cross-country 


Teams: 2 Cowbridge 
62; 6 Cowbridge B 126; 
8 Bryn Hafren 175. 

Years 8 and 9 (under- 
15) Girls - 3.6 km - 
Individuals - 88 finish¬ 
ers (32): 1 Megan 
Osborne (Lwt) 14:27; 2 
Kate Coker (Stan) 14:50; 
10 Annabel Curie (Cow) 
16:19; 12 Miriam 
Bennett (Cow) 16:34; 13 
Lauren Williamson 
(StRGwyn) 16:43; 15 
Tillie Carter (Bryn H) 
16:54; 18 Rachel Cosier 
(Bryn H) 16:59; 23 
Bethan Yapp (Bro M) 
17:24; 33 Aimee Price 
(Lwt) 18:17; 35 
Gabrielle Cuddihy 
(West) 18:22; 36 Ffion 
Davies (Bro M) 18:22; 

37 Ffion Roberts (Bro 
M) 18:55; 38 Lauren 
Blake (StRGwyn) 18:57; 
39 Caitlin Young (Bro 
M) 18:58; 40 Elisa 
Protheroe (West) 19:01; 
43 Sioned Protheroe 
(West) 19:11; 45 
Bethany Cleave (Lwt) 
19:20; 46 Aimee Parsons 
(Lwt) 19:30; 51 Joanna 
Wilkins (Cow) 19:49; 52 
Rochelle Davies (Bro 
M) 19:53; 53 Leah 
Kirby (Bro M) 19:55; 55 
Izzy Eddy-Williams 


championships at Brecon (Cow) 20:07; 56 Neive 



An encouraging run from year-10 
Danielle Green (St Richard Gwyn). Tenth 
place in the senior race gained her selec¬ 
tion for the Cardiff & the Vale Schools 
under-17 team to compete at Brecon on 
February 27. 


on Saturday, February 
27. 

Results of Vale pupils: 
Senior (under-20 and 
under-17) Girls - 4.3 km 
- Individuals - 61 fin¬ 
ishers (23): 1 Bethan 
Daw (St Cy) 17:28; 4 
Caitlin Bryant (Catdrl) 
18:18; 6 Eloise Laity 
(West) 18:26; 7 Fiona 
Bray (Cow) 18:30; 10 
Danielle Green 
(StRGwyn) 18:56; 16 
Rachel Bradshaw (Cow) 
20:16; 17 Katie Wynne 
(Cow) 20:16; 20 Molly 
Manley-Lamb (Catdrl) 
21:05; 22 Elspeth Bisson 
(Cow under-20, 2nd) 
21:26; 26 Holly Preece 
(Cow under-20, 3rd) 
22:09; 30 Lucy Williams 
(Cow under-20, 5th) 
23:06; 33 Skye Morham 
(StRGwyn) 23:30; 34 
Georgia Kemeys (Cow 
under-20, 7th) 23:32; 35 
Rosie Dent (Cow) 23:32; 
36 Jodie Price (Bryn H) 
23:32; 38 Natalie 
Parsons (Lwt) 23:42; 40 
Elbe Carter (Bryn H) 
23:47; 44 Bethan Heslop 
(Bro M under-20, 9th) 
24:30; 45 Verity Morgan 
(Cow under-20, 10th) 
24:34; 46 Amy Baldry 
(Lwt) 24:44; 47 Katie 


Gallagher (Cow) 20:08; 
61 Alex Moss 
(StRGwyn) 20:27; 62 
Sophie Swaffield 
(StRGwyn) 20:29; 63 
Sophie George (Lwt) 
20:29; 67 Ffion Hopkins 
(Cow) 20:45; 82 Ruby 
Morgan (Bro M) 22:01; 
83 Chelsea Siirak (Bro 
M) 22:02; 84 Megan 
Punter (Bro M) 22:12; 

85 Morgan White 
(StRGwyn) 23:29; 88 
Christina Sperring 
(StRGwyn) 25:46. 

Teams: 6 Llantwit 
Major 125; 7 Cowbridge 
128; 8 Bro Morgannwg 
135; 11 St Richard 
Gwyn 161; 14 Bro 
Morgannwg B 270. 

Year-7 (under-13) 
Girls - 3 km 
Individuals - 109 finish¬ 
ers (46): 3 Rebecca 
Thomas (Cow) 14:08; 5 
Ana Mirza-Davies (Stan) 
14:22; 6 Nadine James 
(Cow) 14:27; 14 Poppy 
Davies (Howells) 14:44; 
15 Elbe Bishop (Cow) 
14:46; 16 Alice Tudor 
(Cow) 14:46; 19 Katie 
Griffin (Catdrl) 15:00; 

21 Maisie Squire (Stan) 
15:12; 22 Chloe Hughes 
(Lwt) 15:14; 23 Kierney 
O'Dare (Lwt) 15:15; 29 


Ambra John (StRGwyn) 
15:50; 40 Gen Watt 
(StRGwyn) 15:51; 41 
Megan Davies (Bro M) 
15:52; 47 Milly 
Williams (Stan) 16:14; 

48 Jessica Coushen 
(Bryn H) 16:19; 63 
Olivia Hamzelou (Stan) 
17:13; 65 Hannah Lister- 
Sims (Cow) 17:16; 66 
Delana Davies (Bro M) 
17:17; 67 Evie Williams 
(Cow) 17:18; 69 Matilda 
Matthews (Bro M) 

17:30; 70 Emma Davies 
(Stan) 17:31; 71 Sian 
Evans (Bro M) 17:44; 72 
Michaela Winton (Bryn 
H) 17:46; 73 Tamara Pitt 
(Lwt) 17:47; 74 Alys 
Walton (Bro M) 17:52; 
75 Menna Preece (Bro 
M) 17:54; 78 Bethan 
Williams (StRGwyn) 
18:02; 79 Heulwen Hill 
(StRGwyn) 18:10; 81 
Laura Young (Lwt) 

18:27; 82 Morgan 
Davies-Jones (Bryn H) 
18:37; 83 Kerys Jenkins 
(Bro M) 18:44; 84 
Emilia Bailey 
(StRGwyn) 18:51; 88 
Evie Carter (Bro M) 
18:57; 89 Amy Miller 
(Lwt) 19:00; 90 Rhian 
Jones (Lwt) 19:00; 91 
Emma Young (Lwt) 
19:09; 92 Sarah Arnold 
(Bryn H) 19:13; 94 Kara 
Healan (Bro M) 19:30; 
96 Kelsey Penikett 
(StRGwyn) 19:52; 97 
Melissa Gray (Lwt) 
19:59; 103 Moby Brown 
(Lwt) 22:10; 108 Elinor 
Power (StRGwyn) 

22:22; 109 Rebecca Gib 
(StRGwyn) 22:23. 

Teams: 1 Cowbridge 
40; 6 Stanwell 102; 8 
Llantwit Maj or 15 5; 12 
Bro Morgannwg 206; 15 
St Richard Gwyn 236; 

16 Bryn Hafren 294; 18 
Bro Morgannwg B 320; 
20 Llantwit Major B 
351; 21 St Richard 
Gwyn B 397. 




Mills (Bryn H) 24:45; 52 Ella Dyer (Stan) 15:32; 
Hannah Jones (Bryn H) 34 Brooke Lagdon-Cryer 


25:52; 59 Caitlin Rowell 
(StRGwyn) 28:52. 


(Cow) 15:45; 37 Elinor 
Hicks (Lwt) 15:47; 39 


Rebecca Thomas, 
third in the year-7 
race, led her 
Cowbridge squad to 
team success. 


Students express 
themselves and 
claim library prizes 



Coun Tony Hampton with pupils of Llanilltud Fawr 
Primary School. 


• Alexandra B agnail (no relation) 
who produced an ink and watercolour 
illustration to win the individual cate¬ 
gory. 

Vale Council chief librarian Sian 


FOUR Vale winners each won 
£50 in the local round of a 
national libraries competition 
- ‘Express Yourself’. 

St Richard Gwyn RC High School Jones said: “We were delighted to 
pupil Donna Thomas, with her paint- receive more than 130 entries for the 
ing, ‘Magic World of Books’, has been competition, and had a great time judg- 
shortbsted to join the 18 winners at the ing. Many made us laugh, many made 
Senedd on February 25 to compete in us think about the positive ways in 
the secondary schools category for a which libraries are perceived, and 


further £500. 

The other local winners were: 

# The class of Sue Evans 


many others impressed with their skill 
and creativity.” 

Gavin & Stacey star Ruth Jones, 


Llanilltud Fawr Primary School, who who helped promote the competition 
produced posters advertising the and will present national awards, said: 


library. 

• Helen B agnail 
Palmerston Community 


“It’s fantastic that so many people have 
(representing entered - it just goes to show what a 
Learning creative nation we are. I’m really look- 


Centre) with a very colourful glass ing forward to seeing the work of the 


fusion plaque. 



finalists and presenting the prizes.’ 


LEFT: 

Vale Council cabinet 
member for education 
and lifelong learning 
Coun Tony Hampton 
and chief librarian 
Sian Jones with three 
individual winners, 
from left: Alexandra 
Bagnall, Donna 
Thomas and Helen 
Bagnall. 


ELO tribute act rock 
Barry Memorial Hall 


WHEN Electric Light 
Orchestra main man Jeff 
Lynne was hired to produce 
Free as a Bird, the first 'new' 
Beatles track to be released for 
25 years in 1995, Paul 
McCartney joked that he was 
hired because of ELO’s sonic 
closeness to the Fab Four. 

However, it is a statement that does¬ 
n't do justice to Lynne's innate musical 
sensibility that has made ELO one of 
the finest, if most underrated, bands to 
have emerged in this country. 

While Lynne was also a member of 
The Travelling Wilburys, it is the songs 
that he produced under the ELO ban¬ 
ner that have maintained the interest in 
a band who ceased making music 24 
years ago (though briefly reforming 
and releasing new material in 2000). 

Fortunately, for those who still find 
unbridled joy in the likes of Mr Blue 
Sky, Don't Bring Me Down, and other 
unarguable classics, the tribute band 
market means that ELO can keep on 
going, with The ELO Experience play¬ 
ing at the Barry Memorial Hall last 
Friday (February 12). 

Coming on stage to a mixture of dry 
ice and dramatic lighting, the band 
soon kicked into songs that you would 
recognise even if you didn't know your 
ELO from MFI; all the hits were pres¬ 
ent as the band worked their way 
through the likes of Evil Woman, All 
Over The World, Telephone Line and 
Confusion. 


The musicianship on show was 
superb, the band capturing the nuances 
and expanse of the band on record with 
alarming accuracy, particuarly Andy 
Louis, who captured the Jeff Lynne 
vocals wonderfully web. While the 
crowd needed a little warming up, it 
wasn't long before some of the more 
exuberant members got up to have 
dance. 

If the pace of the show dipped a lit¬ 
tle in the first half, with a few 'slowies' 
making up the middle of the set, it soon 
got back up to speed in the second half 
as the band explored ELO's more 
straightforward rock 'n' roll songs 
which was the cue for even more peo¬ 
ple to get up and dance. 

As Rob Over Beethoven and Rock 
and Rob is King kept those who were 
dancing on the dancefloor, it was an 
opportunity for those a touch more 
geeky about their music to appreciate 
the fine band of musicians backing up 
Louis, their craft not going unnoticed 
by a crowd who gave each song warm 
applause. 

Wrapping up proceedings with 
Don't Bring Me Down, the clamour for 
more was as predictable as the band’s 
return, and with a fond thank you for a 
excellent response, the band closed 
proceedings with Mr Blue Sky, earning 
themselves a much deserverd standing 
ovation. 

The ELO Experience play the 
Princess Royal Theatre in Port Talbot 
on March 27th, and they come heartily 
recommended. 

GARETH JAMIESON 
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TGna /tooaiO [Miami] 



* Digital Aerials 

% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Local Engineer 

* Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 

% Free Home Visits 


Barry 01446 439124 
07818 413 451 

www.theaerialman.tv 


FrMViMi 


ls'Digital 

Aerials 

FreeView local Barry switchover specialists. 
Special offer for 2 rooms or 
more with high gain aerial 

For friendly advice, contact 

Tel Adrian Whitlow on 
01446 747875/07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 


ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? 


FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE SKY DIGITAL 
FREE INSTALLATION 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

► Domestic & Commercial 

► Discounts For Daps 

► 24 Hour 7 Days Service 

► 12 Month Guarantee 

► Digital Aerials Supplied And 

Fitted And Adjusted 

1 Digliil Switchover SpacaMte 

• RDI Approved Indakrt 




Plasma Wall Mounts 

ft Midden Cable 

► 

Specialists 


LIMITED OFFER 


Vale of Glamorgan 01446 439 306 

Bridgend 01656 349 281 

|j£| www.onevislonltd.co.uk EJ 


• wy ♦ no Vftiami mcki • 
wit* No ND talacrtpUa 

• EXISTING IkycMa taw ar 
^traEk« to Sky • HO 
Sfwtoma • No Sobwcrlptwo 
lor HD ONLY E1SS-00 

• niCC Standard Installation 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim on 01446 19 3 189 • 
0777 220 6399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 



Digital Aerial & ( t 1 

Satellite Services ^ J 


• Established 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 



For a free estimate, advice, or any 31 

service, call Colin Williams on QI *3 • ^* 1 ^ I 

k FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). 

WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF 
DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Fitting - HD subscription not required 



Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 







SATELLITE AND AERIAL SPECIALISTS 


Sky Installations • Upgrades • Multi Room • Freesat 
Freeview • Home moves • Telephone Extensions 
• European Systems • Free Estimates 


Call Simon Now 01446 749502 

7 Day Service 07966 592416 

sales@euro-sat.co.uk 0800 118 5675 



Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Garages etc. 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 

Tel: Dave on 

07759 384884 

planspeople @ aol .com 


lannra m<k\ 


NOW EVEN BIGGER & BETTER! 

EVERY RANGE UPTO 

HALF price 

assrewsarsft—. # 

MiiatN 


AlfMAI 

llUlf 

niWED! 


nri ** K#rn,pr 

0800 916 6563 
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BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS^,Lx. 

SALE NOW OI 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 




xml** 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

» Extensions 
»Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 
► Patio/Drives 

* Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


DON’T MOVE EXTEND!! 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

GROUND WORK, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 

327a Vale Enterprise Centre, Hayes Road, Sully 

Many design and build packages available from that small 
extension to the larger one which makes your house a 
dream home. 

Driveways/ Footpaths/Patios/Garden Walls 
Insurance RepairWork - No job too big or small 

MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE 
@ £200 PER DAY + VAT 

18 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £140 per load 
14 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £120 per load 
I -7 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £80 per load 

+ VAT on all prices 

From repair work to complete construction. For friendly 
advice and a free quotation phone Wendy or Byron on: 

SULLY 01446 700535 

EMAIL: wendy@grab-it.org 


More BUILDERS on next page 


S and R Construction 

• Extensions & • Garden Walls 

Renovations • Patios • Roofing 

• Underpinning • Fascia & Guttering 

• Driveways • Conservatory Bases 

(Authority approved) • Stonework 

For free estimates & advice 
Tel: 01446 400973 / 07948 523118 
or E-Mail your details to: 
sandrconstruction@hotmail.co.uk 
References available 
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RT LEWIS BUILDERS 
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Est. 1983 

We specialise in Complete Home Refurbishment, 
Maintenance and Repair of your home, 
including Extensions, Plastering, Brickwork, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms. 

Insurance and Council Approved 

Cardiff 02920 271 514 
Vale of Glamorgan & Barry 01446 439 308 


IU BUILDING 
JI1 SERVICES 

Carpentry Specialist 

Alterations/Renovations 
Bathroom/Kitchen 
Refurbishments 
Garage/Loft Conversions 
Wardrobes made/fitted 
to your requirements 

CALL: HOWARD 

01656 731688 
07983 506976 

jhbuildservices@aol.com 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
-& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 
I Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 742235 
or 07920 195775 


C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


Dritj/Juay' 


Chimney 

Sweep 


The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M: 07815 730480 




FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 
Free estimates 
Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY - 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


fti 

\ # 


DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICE 

HOME CLEAN SERVICE 


Established 2 Years 
Friendly and very professional, 
giving that personal touch. 

Tel. Marion 01446 402459 
07984 292316 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 



©acpg)©!} 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VALE CARPETS 

*76e (Zanfret S&ofr 
tfuti corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 - 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


®®qoS)Q© 



Supplier* and installer* of quality window** 
door* 4 (onsrrwioues throughout South i 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


[S«rvic« you* d< 
[from 41 Util# 4 


AWESOME! 



FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



COLES SERVICES LTD 
FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

• UPVC Windows and 
Door Repairs 

• Garage Door Repairs 
and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 


10% Discount with this 
advert - LIMITED PERIOD 


01446 790230 
07939 475736 


Bridge 



affcY Kawfe/rance, 
Specialists in all aspects of 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 
01656 788403; Mobile: 07966 025287 

QUALITY & SERVICE GUARANTEED 
www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 





PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


Carpentry, Doors, 
Skirting, Laminate 
Floors, Flat-Pack 
Assembly, Fencing, 

Decking, Sheds, 

Log Cabins 


Call Tony on 

01446 750698 


DIAL A 

CARPENTER LTD 

For all your 
Carpentry needs 
No job too big 
no job too small 

07788 455656 
01446 719500 




If its wood - 
we're very 


Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


<.PTTuWTiT5TT> 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

0791 808 48 80 

fftnpzm 


Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


For all your glass and 
glazing requirements 


All types of glass 
supplied & fitted, 
misted units replaced 
Also Mirrors • Shelves 
& Safety Glass supplied 

Call 07836 629973 
or 01446 744506 



/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


HOMEPRIDE PAVING 


Specialist in all types of block paving and 
tarmac, patios, paths & driveways. Revive 
your drive with clean & seal turfing, fencing. 
All types of powerwashing. Free estimates. 


Mobile: 07771 657257 
Office Freephone: 0800 747 1487 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from ±15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Acorn 

Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


V 01 
\ O 7 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

1446 795520 
07891 768151 S' 


Brian flttley 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

Please telephone 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 


< DidyliJtj 'fi ll 11 on 


T.L.C. 

for your PC 

sensible prices 
no fix, no fee 

07925 357860 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

* Learn from 14 years of age 

* Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• P 6 ”' ™U & wi a H e , V ✓ ^ 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rnmnwrciaf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Computer Problems? 



crystal-it 


iaftiOcrttU* ftwo.aA • v.u 

Home visits 

Evenings and weekends available 

01446 700885 

Computer HELP when you need IT 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-maior-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-todayco.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs for £25.50 
First 10 hrs from £120 
For Total Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
Dot, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

€01656 864482 


m 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
I SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 

Call Nick 

01446 772702 
07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 




W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 


Q 


Pembroke House, 
College Street 


-Jotin Clbsett- 


Serving the Vale for over 40 years 
Friendly, efficient and 
professional Painting and 
Decorating service. All interior and Exterior 
work undertaken. Family run business 
Very competitive prices. Free estimates. 
01446 750625 07980 691584 


Promote your 
business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


ID.GULUVER 


First Class Painter I 
and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 
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Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

/s + - 


Installer 
Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefFell@hotmail.co.uk 


LAIING 


Electrical 
_ Services 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


IGSUgo 

REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 

Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

All makes including 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
m i CANDY-HOOVER- /[ 
ZANUSSI - INDESIT <yrl 

Local 08456 
804 806 




SERVING THE VALE 


Blocked Drains Cleared 
All Drain Repairs • Groundworks 
Drain CCTV Surveys 

Pipe Lining 

Septic Tank Maintenance & Installation 

FAST RELIABLE 24/7 Service 

Recommended for Reliability and Service 

01446 550098 02920 553370 





r>i GARDEN & 

'Landscaping 
services 






ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
• Play Houses • Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds • Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


R.J.B. 

Electrical Contractors 

formerly Cowhridge & Vale Electrical 
All electrical installation works 
carried out. 

Emergency call-out, re-wires, 
sockets, lights, Security. 

Tel 01446 792468 ■ 


01446 772468 
07885 347642 


"I 1 


Approved Contractor 


ijpQ House & 

11UO Garden Services 
Landscaping & Carpentry 


Lawns. Hedges. Decking 
Fencing. Patios. Paving 
Portfolio Available 


Contact Stephen on 

07904092089/01446750698 


C.VIEW 
LAN DSC PES 
& FENCING 

All aspects of 
Landscape Gardening 
& Maintenance 
Free quotation 
07709 311353 
07969 031807 
01446 409892 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

1 Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 1 

Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 



K. WATKINS 

A 

r 

Electrical Services 



Bridgend 650723 




KiVEHUn 


Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 


fijHusqvama 

Rtato Pm ton 

A Mura 

fc ; ft. 


All aspects of Plumbing 
and Electrical work 
undertaken by time 
served Tradesmen. 
Part P Approved. 
For Free Estimates 
Contact us on: 


01446400464 
07870471690 
07815845947 5310 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Bridge 

Male 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Evergreen 

Garden & Property 
Clearance. 

Licensed Waste Carrier. 
Trees, Hedges 
and Lawns Cut. 
Driveway, Decking 
and Patios Cleaned. 
Call Tony 

Tel. 07828 057381 




All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


•All aspects of plaster¬ 
ing 

•Smooth Artex Ceilings 
• Walls 

No job too small 



• Plastering 

• Coving • Artexing 

• Painting* Tiling 

01446 402620 
07540 531393 


07507 

994905 

01446 

420979 


The rfa 


r Ltd 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


r 4 Heating & 
mJo 1 Plumbing 

Gas Safe Registered Installer 

Central Heating 
Bathroom & Tiling installation 
Landlord Certificates 

01656 818653 
° 07900 993740 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


DC?lumbm$ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

^iOMi v 

D*44* 

mom *rrt 2 *mm» 


H LI-bill £3 il 

[;T5iira7?i1 


Same Day 

Rubbish Removals 


All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £ 10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER 81 CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 865116 or 
07980 625116 


Celtic Plumbing 
and Heating 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken. 

A 01446 732 145 
O 07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


Plumbsave 

PLUMBING & TILING SERVICES 


No job too small, 
free quotes. Best 
work - best prices. 


Call Lee on 
01446 402462 
07875 234140 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.coin 


K, 


22 years of trading 

[HOOFING 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


RT Lewis 

Roofing 

Est. 1983 

Roofing Specialist 
Repairs & Renovation 
Guttering, Facias, 
Soffits, Flat Roofs 

Insurance and 
Council Approved 

Vale of Glamorgan 
01446 439 308 
Cardiff 

02920 271 514 


PLASTERING 

Specialist 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

□ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling □ EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 

20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 

Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
www.smiddletonroofingspecialists.co. uk 


J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


• MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED < 


if 






' All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
1 Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

1 Wall mounted WC’s sinks etc 
' Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
1 Plastering • Electrical 
1 Repairs and Maintenance 
1 Sensible rates and costs 
' Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
Mob: 07852 673413 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 7535031 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



q M Plumbing & Heating 

|| Geoff Maunder, 1 Elan Close, 

Cwm Talwg, Barry 

■ 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 732167 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Boiler Breakdowns .Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Change Over . Cookers 
Bathroom Suites . Showers . Towel Radiators 
Taps . Tap Washers . Outside Taps . etc 

All Work Guaranteed. 

Fully Insured. Fast, Friendly Service. 





G. J. GILL 

Your local Plumber 

• Plumbing Repairs • Additional Radiators 

• Bathrooms & Tiling • No Job too small 
• ESTIMATES FREE • 

Tel: (029 20) 513742 Dinas Powys 


VJ Plumbing 

Bathrooms, Boilers, 
Wetrooms, 
Underfloor Heating, 
Rads & Maintenance, 
Plastering & Tiling. 

07872 311902 
01446 719795 


FLAT ROOFING 


South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
JV & Tiling 


ft 


01446 

794266 



Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

Est. over 25 years 

Tel 01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07765377263 
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Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ■§> 


(after 6pm) 



(anytime) 


ifmm 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


ATTENTION ALL 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS! 

2010 is upon us. Have you 
planned your marketing 
strategy yet for the year 
ahead? 

Why not call for 
prices? 

Promote your busi¬ 
ness with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



BIRTHDAY MEMORIES 


HISCOCK, Jennifer Mary 

(nee Price) 

on her 60th birthday, February 18th 

“A gift in life we cannot buy, 

That’s very rare but true, 

It’s the gift of a wonderful wife, 

Like the one I had in you. 

I miss your fun and laughter, 

The things you used to say, 

But what I miss most of all, 

Is you in every way. 

So forgive me Lord if I still weep, 

For the wife I loved but could not keep.” 
Your ever loving husband Phil xx xx 


JOHNSON 

Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on 10th February, 
2010, aged 80 years. Ian (Morlais) Johnson, 
beloved husband of Mary and father of James, 
Gerald, Spencer, Nigel and Kevin. Father-in-law to 
Annette, Tracy, Deborah and Nutjaree. Much loved 
grandfather/great grandfather to Elizabeth, Louise, 
Alexander, Francesca, Kristian, Oliver, Emma, 
Ian, William, Katie, Daniel and Fabian. 
Funeral gathering at Colcot Community Centre, 
Barry CF62 9TZ at 10am, 1st March, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend 
CF35 6AB at 11.30am. 

No flowers by request. Donations in lieu if desired, 
to Ty Hafan Children’s Hospice in Wales 
can be made on the day. 


SMITH 

Arthur Henry 

of Penyrheol Terrace, Llysworney. 

Halcyone and family wish to thank everyone for their 
kind words and support during their sad loss. Special 
thanks to Ward 10 of the Princess of Wales Hospital 
and to all the doctors, district nurses and support staff at 
Dr Jemmett’s surgery in Cowbridge. Special thanks to 
all my friends and neighbours who have supported me 
during this sad time. Also, to Reverend Peter Leonard 
for the lovely service and to Thomas Brothers, 
Funeral Directors for their professionalism. 


BIRTHDAY MEMORIES 


Wyndham Cooke 

19.02 

“If Tears could build a stairway, 
and memories a lane, I’d walk right up 
to Heaven and bring you home again.” 
Love, Ann, Kevin and Rhys v 


Jill 

BEECHEY 

Passed away 
February 19th, 2009 

Not a day passes when 
you’re not in my thoughts. 
Miss you every day and 
always will. 

Paul xxx 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk j 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



HOST FAMILIES 
REQUIRED 

In the Penarth, Dinas 
Powis and Sully areas 

FOR 2 AUSTRIAN 
STUDENTS 
20th-30th MARCH 

Good Remuneration. 

Albany Language 
School 02920 252094 - 
07726 935047 

www.albanylmgmges.co.uk 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 31 


CJUS 


After School 

Nanny/Carer 

Wanted for children 
(aged 8 and 10) 
in St Nicholas. 
References and 
experience required. 
Call Emma on 
07825 139531 


The 

Highwayman Inn 

Rhoose 

Chef or Cook 

required for a 
busy country pub. 
Experience essential. 

Tel. 077495 77778 


CLERK REQUIRED FOR 
COLWINSTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

A vacancy exists for a Part Time Clerk to 
Colwinston Community Council. 

This role involves attendance at up to twelve meetings a 
year, together with the preparation of minutes and associ¬ 
ated business, responsibility for financial affairs and corre¬ 
spondence with National and Local Government Officials. 
Experience in these areas is therefore essential. Fees and 
expenses will be paid in accordance with National Scales 
for work, which will involve between 15 and 20 hours per 
calendar month. For further information, and/or to apply, 
please contact the Chairman by March 12,2010. 
Coun P. Graham-Woollard,Yew Tree 
Farmhouse, Colwinston, Cowbridge CF7I 7ND. 
Telephone: 01656 661787 
chairman.colcommcoun@yahoo.co.uk 


THE 

BEECH TREE 
INN 

Culverhouse Cross 

requires 

Part-Time 
Restaurant Staff 
and Bar Staff 

Must have own transport 

02920 593106 


ATTENTION ALL 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS! 

2010 is upon us. Have you 
planned your marketing 
strategy yet for the year 
ahead? 

Why not call for 
prices? 

Promote your 
business with 

The €m ■: >1 

reaching Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


TO LET ON LICENCE 
The folfoeinQ araxtftg land 
i* Mfeldbl* trf infot 111*1 tender 
Irom 1 April 2010 untrf 31 January 2011 

*f. « arm H ft* ftvt Rr«*i Wwwn 

• DJI arm * Cwnu lar». 

• 2 .SI KIM opp Uavt Ituu Ravi Pfcravt* 

• Dkim 5tA Ra»J Nrwtt 

• J T 5 kim a TtMfcpvi flhoaaa 

• 2-21 «m a V*cx Rovcl U wt*4 Map 
kpu»>u ky Tartar ixumti n row nr tad Km 

«f rnnpU—H laidn « 

5 March 211C 
C«««acr (alam l*oicn 
The Ma :I Ctanaipn Coardt 
CMe Ottcai Hctten Rsad 
Barry Cf« 4HU 



COASTAL CONCESSION 
TENDER OFFERS FOR LICENCE 
Tho toltowlng Coastal Coocnww 
art available by Formal Licence from 
1 Apni 2010 for a period of 2 yearv 
vnie 31 March 2t12 

• GcMfrtee te* OoM 

Kuf Cm Part Barry 

• Her rood Gvaoaa-BySaa Sta 1 

• hm Fwd 8 to 2 

rtotoM (am mi mjuMf unto Oduunaafto Kwi 

Th* ao*ra) m» far map of urtpaiaa aoto 
iocjnarii la S March 211C. 


f ha VMa fli Ulrmipr Cwanul 
Call OWaaa. Mahart Raaal 
Barry CPU 4RU 
to* 0U44 TOTWITWTU 



Town and County Planning 
(General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 6 
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Proposed development at Flackwell Cottage, Tredodridge, 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7UL. 

Take notice that application is being made by Mr Martin Dodwell to 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council for planning permission for: Town & 
Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended). Change of use to 
residential curtilage and erection of boundary wall. 

Application No. 2010/00030/FUL. 

Any owner of the land or tenant who wishes to make representations 
about this application should write to the Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Barry Docks, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 4RT within 21 days of 
the date of this notice. 

Signed: Mr Martin Dodwell 

Date 10/02/2010 


TO MY BABY GIRL 

\m cl y 

Lots of 
love. 

Mum, 

Guy & 

Aimee 



Happy 18th 
Birthday, Rebecca!! 


All our love, Paul, 
Clare & Lily-Ann. 

XXX 




HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Jo-Anne Cull 

Happy 40th Birthday 

22nd February 2010 




With lots of love, 
Craig, Nia, Mum, 
Gary, Will & 
Margaret 
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To Let 
BARRY 
ISLAI 

Luxury one bedroon 
loft style apartment witftN 
in easy access of beach 
and parks. Fully fur¬ 
nished, secure parking, 
entry phone system. 
Bond & references 
required. 

No DSS - over 26 only. 

£395pcm 
07912 138342 


T0W 


BARRY 
'"WATERFRONT' 

Luxury two bedroom 
apartment, fully furnished, 
allocated parking, 
entry phone system. 

Bond & references required. 
No DSS - Over 26 only 

£525 pem 
07912 138342 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 



EQUIRI 

'entral Barr>t 

Professionals only. ^ 
Short term considered 

£80 per week 

(incl. bills except phone) 

Tel: 01446 412419 
07774 841161 


Semi Detached 
House 

Off road parking 

CHURCH MEADOW 
BOVERTON 
£550 per month 

Bond & references required 

0777 2909763 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
SEE THIS WEEK’S 
SELECTION ON 
PAGE 33 


Three Bed 
Terraced Property 

West End Location 
BARRY 

Two Reception Rooms, 
Fitted Kitchen 

£590 pem 

Bond & References required 

07792 631169 


Aftl Scrap Metals 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 

CASH'"v" GOLD 

£6.50 per gram-9 carat 
£13 per gram-18 carat 

Trade Approved Scales 
Police checked buyer 

BEST CASH 
PRICES given for 
ALL METALS 
& SCRAP 
VEHICLES 

FRAZER METALS, BARRY 

01446 732222 
07895 467000 

1 Sell your gold in the 

1 privacy of your own home 1 

01446 719247 

SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £100 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 

All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£75 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 




ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advan¬ 
tage of this offer simply 
either send in your descrip¬ 
tion along with a cheque for 
the appropriate amount 
made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

M&S SOFA BED Two 
seater, modern, immacu¬ 
late condition, gold/cream 
£250 ono. Tel: 07765 
226107 or 07771 371513. 
(08) 

PAIR OF CURTAINS 

Lined, blue and yellow, 92 
inch x 84 inch drop £22. 
Tel: 01446 740817. (08) 
TWO SINGLE adjustable 
beds, as new. £350 for 
both. Tel: 01656 788787. 
(08) 

PROFITNESS Exercise 
rower, 6 months old £45 
ono. Tel: 01446 794732. 
(08) 

14” PHILLIPS Combi 
TV/video (silver). 14” Sony 
TV, black. £25 each. Tel: 
07835 979548. (08) 
ANTIQUE PINE FURNI¬ 
TURE, TV corner unit, 
£150; medium/large blan¬ 
ket box, £100. Tel. 01446 
775975. (07) 

BOXES OF ASSORTED 
VIDEOS, 40 per box. £10 
per box. Tel 07791 547872. 
(07) 

VICTORIAN OAK 

PEDESTAL DESK, the 

inset tooled leather, mould¬ 
ed edge top with rounded 
corners above nine draw¬ 
ers around a central knee 
hole on plinth base. 60inch- 
es by 31 inches. Valued at 
£1,800, sell for £750. Tel. 
01446 736162.(07) 
THREE-PIECE SUITE. 
Blue, Duresta, cost £4,500, 
will take £99, very good 
condition. Tel. 07789 
182790. (07) 

THREE-PIECE M&S 
SUITE £150; small cane 
conservatory settee £50. 
Both terracotta and cream 
colour. Two 4-drawer bed¬ 
room chests £25 each. All 
excellent condition. Tel. 
01446 796274. (07) 


SEWING MACHINE, 

Proelectric, small, light 
weight, £22.50 ono. Bonsai 
Pots. 6 small to medium, 
one large plus tray, £12.50 
ono. Tel. 01446 794822 
(07) 

HAND BUILT RALEIGH 
RANDONNEUR. 

Lightweight with Shimano 
brakes and gears (18- 
speed), hardly used, £395. 
Tel. 01446 781272.(07) 

EU REHA BATHLIFT. As 

new, £250 ono. Tel. 01656 
750752. (06) 

VIBROSTATION TRAIN¬ 
ING PLATE. Professional 
training plate, hardly used, 
10 months old, as new, 
cost £900, sell £450 ono. 
Unable to use due to dis¬ 
ability. Dell 27inch 
Ultrasharp PC Monitor, 
hardly used, as new, £350 
ono. Jiyam 24inch PC 
Monitor, as new, £120 ono. 
Tel. 01446 407354. (06) 
ALSTON BEDROOM 
FURNITURE. 2 single 
wardrobes, 1 seven drawer 
chest, 1 three drawer 
chest, light wood with dec¬ 
orative panels and han¬ 
dles. £100 ono. Tel. 01446 
404166.(06) 

CHILD’S SCHOOL DESK. 

Victorian pine with ceramic 
inkwell. £50. Tel. 

Cowbridge 01446 773038. 

(06) 

EXCEPTIONALLY COM¬ 
FORTABLE G-Plan fabric 
three piece suite, excellent 
condition, two electric 
recliners, cost £2,300, sell 
£300. Tel. 01446 740484. 
(06) 

HSINGHAI UPRIGHT 
PIANO. Good condition, 
needs tuning, 25 years old. 
Pick up only, £400 ono. Tel. 
01446 747677. (06) 
TV/VIDEO CABINET 
(McNally & Finlay), 

mahogany, excellent condi¬ 
tion. Cost £600 new, sell 
£300 ono. Tel. 01446 
796994. (06) 

1 KINGSIZE and 1 

Double divan bed and mat¬ 
tresses, VGC £95 each. 
One 3 seater and one 2 
seater cream leather set¬ 
tee, as new, £425 the pair. 
Tel: 07544 746994. (06) 
GOLF CLUBS Carbon 
shafts. Mens’ full set, 
Howson, bag and trolley. 
Ladies’ full set irons and 
woods. Offers. Tel: 01446 
773214.(05) 

SINGER Compact steam 
press, good condition £45. 
Tel: 01446 792147.(05) 
ACORN STAIRLIFT As 
new, bought for £2,900. 
Offers around £1,600. Tel: 
07971 576838. (05) 
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Young Vale rugby 
team gets a boost 
from power station 


ABOVE: The Vale Wanderers under-13s in their new shirts. 



THE newly-formed Vale 
Wanderers under-13 players 
have received a team boost 
from RWE npower, Aberthaw 
Power Station, with the dona¬ 
tion of rugby shirts. 

The team, made up of players from 
Dinas Powys, Llantwit Major and 
Sully clubs, merged to enable the 25 
members to continue to play the sport 
as their respective clubs could not sup¬ 
port individual teams at this age level. 
The aim will be to stay as a squad up to 


under-16 level. 

Aberthaw Power Station responded 
to the request for the shirts - not a full 
strip as the players wear their own club 
socks (Barbarian-style) - and training 
T-shirts as part of their community 
donation scheme. 

“We are very grateful as the shirts 
have helped with team spirit,” said Tim 
Jones, director of rugby, Llantwit 
Major RFC mini and junior section, 
who has brought the youngsters 
together. 


Aberthaw Power Station manager Phil Allen (right) hands over 
the new Vale Wanders under-13 shirts to director of rugby, Tim 
Jones, watched by the team and coaches (standing from left) 
Neil Evans and Chris Davies. 


Agony for 
the Huskies 
in defeat 


Llantwit under-14s 
progress in the 
Five Nations Cup 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
under-14 A v 

LEOMINSTER 


ON Sunday, January 
24, Llantwit Major 
under-14 A hosted 
Leominster in a fix¬ 
ture previously sched¬ 
uled for October last 
year, but which was 
postponed due to the 
weather. 

The fixture is part of 
the first round of the 
British Isles and Ireland, 
Lions Five Nations 
Youth Football 
Tournament, which 
allows teams (under-14 
years old) to compete 
against each other in the 
only EUFA sanctioned 
competition for this age 
group. 

The winners would 
progress through the 
second round of the 
Lions competition, with 
the reward an away fix¬ 
ture against Frome, a 
team from Somerset. 

Llantwit were able to 
field a full strength side 
supported by a full 
bench of substitutes. 

The size of the pitch 
provided plenty of space 
for the teams to play an 
expansive game. 

It was Llantwit who 
had to be cautious as the 
visitors played the long 
ball up to their main 
striker, who required 
close attention from Ed 
Howley and Aiden 
Byrne at the centre of 
the Llantwit defence. 

Both teams found the 
sticky pitch difficult and 


the match sped along at 
a frantic pace. 

Leominster struck the 
bar from a free kick 
which was subsequently 
kept out by Josh Cutter 
in goal but it was 
Llantwit who struck first 
with a well-worked goal. 

Some good passes 
allowed Tom Russell to 
stab the ball home from 
close range. 

Some heroic defend¬ 
ing followed at the other 
end with the Llantwit 
keeper beaten, but saved 
by the post, with Aiden 
Byrne on hand to bundle 
the ball out in a last 
ditch effort to leave the 
home team up 1-0 at 
half time. 

In the second half, 
Llantwit started with 
confidence, with the 
back four shutting 
Leominster out, and the 
Llantwit midfield of 
Owain Lord and Joe 
Laing giving the visitors 
no time on the ball. 

A well-worked move 
down the right towards 
the middle of the half 
saw Geraint Jones con¬ 
trol, turn and strike the 
ball towards goal, 
squeezing it in between 
the keeper’s outstretched 
arm and the post to 
make it 2-0 to Llantwit. 


With some fresh legs 
coming on in the shape 
of Tom Hodgkinson and 
William Teague, it was 
up to the home side to 
stand up to the expected 
onslaught in the last 10 
minutes, with Ashley 
Morris and Steffan 
Baker adding to the 
defensive cordon in 
front of the Llantwit 
goal. 

Josh Cutter in goal 
continued to dominate 
his area, picking up 
everything that came his 
way, pulling off a num¬ 
ber of fine saves in what 
was a man of the match 
performance. 

But it was Llantwit’s 
day as the ref blew up 
for full time with 
Llantwit deserved win¬ 
ners. 

Both teams retired to 
the pavilion for a well 
earned coke and hot 
dog! The Llantwit start¬ 
ing 11 was completed by 
Chris Blatchford and 
Connor Taylor. 

The remaining substi¬ 
tutes for the day were 
Ciaran Webb, Jack 
Hughes, Rhys Richards, 
Alex Pendle and Aiden 
Weeks. Special thanks to 
Andy Ross for officiat¬ 
ing. 

Adrian Morris 


BARRY Huskies 
Basketball Club 
finally got the sec¬ 
ond half of their 
Valleys League sea¬ 
son under way with 
a tough third round 
cup (first leg) game 
against the Kenfig 
Cougars at Holm 
View. 

This would be a tough 
test for the team, playing 
against the reigning 
Valleys League 
Champions who are also 
Cup holders and would 
be the team’s first game 
in almost two months! 

The Huskies went into 
the game with memories 
of the league encounter 
between the sides back 
in October, which the 
Cougars won by almost 
40 points, and were 
eager to make amends. 

However, an under¬ 
strength Huskies side 
were missing key play¬ 
ers Anthony Trigg, Chris 
Gibbons and Chris 
Lewis and had eight 
other players cup-tied, 
leaving a bare squad of 
only seven players to 
compete against a team 
which boasted four cur¬ 
rent Welsh 
Internationals. 

The Cougars came out 
of the blocks quickly 
and took advantage of 
the Huskies’ under-sized 
unit by playing the game 
inside, scoring 10 quick 
points. 

They then started 
scoring from outside, 
hitting eight points, at 
the same time their 
aggressive defence limit¬ 
ed the Huskies’ scoring, 
the quarter ending 24-9 
to the Cougars. 

A switch on the 
Huskies’ defence in the 
second quarter saw Ian 
Gibbons play outstand¬ 
ing man-to-man defence 
on the Cougars’ Welsh 
international centre, and 


on the offensive end, 
Lloyd Roberts and 
Elliott Thomas scored 
the team’s 18 points 
between them. However, 
the Huskies still trailed 
by 16 at half-time. 

The third quarter 
started with young Jack 
Dyer coming off the 
bench to utilise his pace 
- the Cougars couldn’t 
match it and he scored a 
quickfire 11 points. 
Roberts was also prov¬ 
ing unstoppable, while 
the Huskies’ defence 
was also rock solid, lim¬ 
iting the Cougars to just 
15 points. The quarter 
ended with the Huskies 
trailing by just seven. 

The final quarter saw 
the Huskies close to 
within two points, 
Thomas and Roberts car¬ 
rying the scoring load 
for the team, with 
Gibbons and Stuart 
Peters rocks at the back. 

However, the lack of 
substitutes began to take 
its toll on the team, and 
the Cougars managed to 
make a six-point run of 
their own, before the 
Huskies brought it back. 
With six seconds to go, 
the Huskies had a 
chance to tie but turned 
the ball over, losing the 
game 78-76. 

Afterwards, coach 
Coles said “This was a 
great result for us, bear¬ 
ing in mind we were 
very shorthanded and 
gave them a 20-point 
head start. 

“It took a while for 
our touch to get back, 
but I’m pleased that we 
can head into next 
week’s second leg just 
two points down.” 

Further club informa¬ 
tion can be found at 
www.barryhuskies.net or 
at our facebook page, 
Barry Huskies 
Basketball Club. 

ET 


Evan's 100-1 
shock winner! 

ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 

m 7 AHRISEE, a seven-year-old bay 
ri gelding, owned by Hugh Williams, 
and trained at Llancarfan by Evan 
Williams, caused one of the biggest 
shocks of the National Hunt season when 
winning the Heating Solutions Maiden 
Hurdle at Hereford last Sunday, writes 
Brian Lee. 

Enterprisingly ridden by Donal Fahy, the lightly 
raced Fahrisee scored by half-a-length from Secret 
Stash trained by another Welsh trainer, Alison 
Thorpe. Those punters who backed Fahrisee on the 
Tote - and there couldn’t have been many of them 
- were rewarded with odds of almost 243-1. 

His assistant trainer, James Tudor, also had plen¬ 
ty to smile about as he rode a double at the Vine & 
Craven Point-To-Point at Barbury Racecourse with 
Bon Accord (confined race) and William Summers 
(intermediate). 

Later in the day, Kenfig Hill’s John Flint and his 
son Rhys teamed up to win the BBC Hereford & 
Worcester Handicap Chase with Star Galaxy, who 
got home by a head from Rince Donn. 

At Warwick, 24 hours earlier, Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan took the Bet Totepool To Support Sport 
Handicap Hurdle with his promising seven-year-old 
Winterwood, well ridden by Abergavenny’s Sam 
Thomas. 


Wenvoe Castle GC 
honours its active 
senior membership 



Former senior captains Phil Day (left) 
and Brian Jones unveiling the 
new Seniors Section honours board. 


WENVOE Castle 
Golf Club has a 
thriving seniors sec¬ 
tion with more than 
50 very active 
members. 

The seniors organise 
regular weekly competi¬ 
tions and enjoy friendly 
team matches both home 
and away against other 
golf clubs in south 
Wales. 

The seniors open days 
held each year in July 
and September which 
prove very popular with 
visitors and are often 
over subscribed. 

Their enthusiasm 
holds no bounds and the 
course has benefited 
over the years from 
their individual skills 
and experience in plant¬ 
ing shrubs and flowers 
to brighten up the 
course. 

In addition, the sen¬ 
iors section make regular 
donations to the club to 
install useful facilities 
around the course such 
as ball washers, litter 
baskets and shoe clean¬ 


ing equipment. 

In recognition of their 
organisation and contri¬ 
bution to club life over 
many years, a special 
honours board has been 
erected in the clubhouse 
which lists the individual 
captains of the seniors 
section spanning more 
than 20 years. 

The new board was 
unveiled by last year’s 
captain Brian Jones, who 
was joined by Phil Day, 


also a former captain 
almost 20 years’ ago. 

The current captain, 
Roger Thomas, was 
unable to attend the cer¬ 
emony because of holi¬ 
day commitments but 
Brian Green, the club 
captain and Brian 
Coffin, club president 
were both on hand to 
congratulate the seniors 
on their excellent work 
and contribution over the 
years. 


Penarth pupils try out 
non-traditional sports 



Pupils at Stanwell School taking part in fencing, with 
Pete O’Sullivan (right), joined by Vale Council cabinet member 
for leisure and tourism Coun Anthony Ernest and fencing coach 
Peter Russell (left). 


FENCING, dodgeball and fut- 
sal are among the non-tradi¬ 
tional sports for secondary 
school pupils in Penarth - part 
of an innovative 5x60 scheme. 

New 5x60 Officer Pete O’Sullivan 
is organising sessions at both Stanwell 
School and St Cyres Comprehensive 
outside school hours. 


Mr O’Sullivan said: “Some pupils 
may not be that keen on the traditional 
sports such as football, rugby, netball 
and hockey, and really want to have a 
go at something different, such as fenc¬ 
ing. 

“The pupils are able to voice their 
opinions and ideas for what they would 
like to get involved in.” 


Isabel celebrates 
her 50th winner! 


RIGHT: 
As was reported in 
last week’s GEM by 
Brian Lee, Isabel 
Tompsett (left) notched 
up her 50th point to 
point winner, 
after her success 
on Chesnut Annie in 
the ladies open race 
at Erw Lon. 

On the right is 
Chesnut Annie’s 
owner and trainer, 
Beth Roberts. 
Photograph by Alun 
Sedgmore/Sporting 
Prints. 
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02 Peugeot 
306 1.1 3-Dr 

Silver, 42,000 miles, 
taxed until June, 
MOT July. 

£2,600 ono 

01446 796110 


2003 (03) 

Citroen C3 

1.4 Petrol 

Red, 57k miles, 1 careful lady 
owner. Excellent condition, 
MOT til June. 

£2 995 

07907 165056 n 


X Reg 

Rover 45 

1.6 5-Dr 

Metallic Black, 79,000 miles, 
long MOT, exceptional condi¬ 
tion throughout. 

£975 ono 
01656 860855 _ 


06 56 Ford 
Fiesta Zetec 
1.25 3-Dr 

Met. Black, A/C, CD, iPod con¬ 
nection, bluetooth (hands free), 
Ford full service history, heated 
front windscreen, electric mir¬ 
rors, only 28,500 miles. 

£4,995 ono 
07790 692788 08 


ChipsAway 

Don't let a scratch on your car 
put a dent in your pocket! 

Qhafttf adbto ngpcrt at a Var.tr 

of raft floral bed* shop com . g ^ 

\ 

* ) 

ChipsAw.iy 


\ 


• PmUwpIi KriUkt 

• Miw tltttb 

• Interior trow 

• Small autidtnul 

• A Ho? 

• MoMeswvit* 

• Ktptin fvby fuirinttcd 

Martin Williams 

Chips Away, Bridgend 

07850 741307 

oo mnp tar poor 

free etfrmaft* or w 


4 I 




M 



www. V V vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota,VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,Transit Tourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 





OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 



On any 
age car!* 


Including: 

• 0*1 & water levels ||4 * Tyres & alignment ||^ 

• Brakes □ • Lights & electrics |S4 

• Exhaust & steering [CT 

m 



■RMiaiMi 

Wj angiuin 



FORDTHORNE 


Penarth Road, Cardiff 

029 2072 7468 www.fordthorne.co.uk 


ani» li»4iaM»» iei»iin>a Kunto xwim )u|mm < 



3 DAY WEEKENDS 
FOR EVERYONE. 

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? NOT W/TH 
THE NEW M3ZD3 3 TAMURA* 


bah too qoad to bo true It normoby t\ but Ihinkfiily 
Mrfjrfn tow) «r» «coj4ion to ttm rule in tho 
form of the nr* Nuj 4*3 Temur*. With ciowor 
dotkqn mcOifiiAt including **<oct|n*rr«L 
buMpeiv fidt witti 4i»d * no spoter. 
front toq lights and 17* ailOf •havis. 
It rojltf is more Mazda for 
your money. 

Ail tor |utl 114, VVb OTA. 
Vrv you rood it ri<p*. 

Tb boot yoir twt dnvo* now. 
ca> u* on 0000 021434)4 


WW Hr* 

f*rar *.t u*tda 

On The Aooj Prtce 

CtitNHf 

Aneuat «t Cr«44 

MManthh 

Total 

Tytxai 

ii 

f] 


Cirdtiir* Sale 

04$*5 

nMuiM upoati 

1 • 4M 

Payments <* 

hube 

0% APR* 

S w 

Timn 



C7.SOT 


(304 

CI4W 

ff 

Is 

l 7 


To take a test drive contact us at: 

VICTORIA PARK MAZDA 
Hadfltld Road, Cardiff CF11 8AO 
Fraaphonw: 0800 021 4384 
www.victoriaparkmazda.co.uk 
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FAMILY 


PRESTIGE 


)11 | ] 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.2 Diesel Sport premium plus. In metallic nightshade with full cream leather interior, heat- 1 I ■ J H | | I [ 

ed electric memory seats, colour touch screen sat nav, bluetooth, 18” Jaguar split rim alloy wheels, front and rear 9 Mm 9 l 9 w 9 Mum u^^M 9 A 9 I 

parking distance control, fsh .£16,995 

07 07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue metallic with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 

wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking 

sensors, bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£42,995 

07 07 BMW 2.0TD 320D Touring Estate in black sapphire with fluid cloth interior, alloy wheels, air con, colour coded 

bumpers, front fogs, trip computer, only 30,750 miles.£15,995 

06 56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, upgraded alloy ■ 

wheels, rear parking sensors, only 41,655 miles, fsh .£14,995 H>w _ 

06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate - 

control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto v 

lights and auto wipers .£11,995 

05 05 MERCEDES Benz 1 .8 SLK 200 Compressor Auto 2-dr Convertible in Tellur silver, black leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, multi function steering wheel, CD, alloys, only 61,000 miles, fsh .£16,995 

05 05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver with Orion 

grey leather interior, climate control, Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, rear parking sensors, 

only 52,975 miles.£15,995 

04 54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£19,995 

01 51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V 6 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, CD, electric seats, rear parking sensors, only 55,810 miles.£5,995 

07 07 NISSAN Navara 2.5 DCi Outlaw Double Cab Pick-Up. In stardust silver, with black outlaw cloth interior, air ^F06 56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic ^^^" )8 08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.2 Diesel Sport premium plus.^ 

con, cruise control, CD, alloy wheels, lockable colour coded load cover, only 24,560 miles.£13,995 +VAT H grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, In metallic nightshade with full cream leather interior, 

07 07 VW Beetle 1.6 Luna 2-dr Cabriolet. In harvest moon beige with dark interior, heated seats, CD, front fogs, H upgraded aHoy whee^is, rear parking sensors, only heated electric memory seats, colour touch screen sat 

colour coded bumpers, only 11,335 miles.£12,995 ■ 41 - bbb mMes - Tsn . tl4 ’ yyb ■ I nav, bluetooth, 18” Jaguar split rim alloy wheels, front 

06 56 HONDA Civic 1.8iV-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, climate con- and rear parking distance control, fsh .£16,995 

trol, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£10,495 ’ * 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with dark flint interior, CD, air con, alloy ^ _ _ 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 55,315 miles .£7,495 I ' I I | | 

06 55 TOYOTA Rav-4 2.2 D-4D T180 5-dr Station Wagon in cadmium green with full Faro dark grey leather, colour ■ 

touch screen satellite navigation, electric heated seats, blue tooth phone prep, cruise control, sunroof, dual cli- ■ 

mate control, rear parking sensors, only 50,730 miles .£14,995 ■ 

06 55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus silver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, 17 inch ^ ^ 

alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, only 39,280 miles .£11,995 ■ k ^ 

05 05 MINI 1.6 Cooper S (Chilli Pack). Black, black leather interior, a/c, alloys, cd, rear parking sensors, 

only 49,390 miles.£11,995 ■ 

05 55 BMW X3 2.0D Sport 5-dr Station Wagon. In blue water silver with black leather interior, sat nav, multi CD, ■ 

heated seats, front and rear parking sensors, only 61,930 miles .£14,995 ■ 

05 55 HYUNDAI Coupe SE 2.0 in ebony black with full black leather interior, sunroofg, air con, cruise control, alloy H ^^B ! w _ 

wheels, cd, only 68.000 miles .£5,995 ■ J 

04 54 MG ZT-T 1.8T 160 5-dr Estate. In Royal blue, Monaco ash half leather interior, alloy wheels, climate control, 

multi-function steering wheel, only 32,320 miles.£5,995 

04 54 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi Premium Coupe. In crystal silver with Montreal black leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, immobiliser, deadlocks, alarm, CD, only 27,953 miles .£7,995 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi HObhp GTi 3-dr Hatchback. In Sahara yellow with half anthracite leather/suede inte¬ 
rior, digital air con, multi CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 22,755 miles.£6,995 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr hatchback. In met blue with half leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction ^m^ A rA AA „ . __ x x , _ , , , « rnc\/nm ct i i r cy k Hr in T 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.’....„...£6,995 W 04 54 MG ZT-T 1.8T 160 5-dr Estate In Roya blue/^J 06 p 6 CHEVROLET Ugett 11 .6 SX 5-dr Estate In 

03 53 MG TF- 11.8 135bhp 2 -door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured ■ Monaco ash half leahermtenoraHoy wheels,^ H {S§IdbumpeS ir^MS?^se^ice histofv on? 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, onlv 30,845 miles.£4,495 ■ mate control, multi-function steering wheel, only 31 m ilp^ £4 QQ 4 

02 52 VOLKSWAGEN GolfTDI (130) 5-dr Hatchback. In Reflex silver with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, climate ■ 32,320 miles.£5,995 ^“ ’ . ’ 

control, CD changer, only 68,990 miles.£5,995 

01 Y AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225) in met silver with full granite leather, 18” alloy wheels, heated seats, trip 
computer, cruise control + climate control, cd multi-changer withBOSE stereo upgrade, only 63,010 miles..£8,495 
00 XTVR Tuscan 4 litre V 8 360bhp. In crystal topaz pearl blue with portland grey leather interior, cd, 18” spyder 
alloy wheels, e/windows, cat 1 alarm, e/mirrors, a/c, substantial workshop portfolio, supreme example, only 

36,000 miles .£12,995 111 illllll II Jiflt VJJ I f 

99 T BMW Z3 1.9 2-dr Convertible. In Green with green leather interior, colour coded bumpers, CD, alloy wheels, / 

electric hood, only 51,300 miles.£5,995 B 

u • 

06 56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, ^ 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles.£7,995 

06 56 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, air con, CD, colour coded 

bumpers, immobiliser, service history, only 31,860 miles .£4,995 

06 06 FORD Focus C-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5-dr MPV in tonic blue with dark flint interior, cd, air con, alloy wheels, _ m 

colour coded bumpers, only 31,000 miles.£8,995 ■ , , | “ 

06 06 PEUGEOT 30/ 1.6 16V SE 5-dr Hatchback. In hurricane grey with Ikho black interior, front fog lights, multi ^ 

CD, air con, rear parking sensors, only 40,018 miles .£6,995 

05 55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique in met platinum silver with ruche cloth interior, auto lights, auto 

wipers, air con, cd, clour coded bumpers, only 16,380 miles .£5,795 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 SW 2.0 HDi 90 XSi 5-dr Estate. China blue, black/grey merlin interior, a/c, body coloured 

bumpers, cd, alloys, only 45,796 miles .£5,995 

04 54 RENAULT Scenic 1.4 16vAuthentique in met grey with anthracite interior, a/c, auto wipers, auto lights, only ^^06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in^^^02 52 VOLKSWAGEN GolfTDi (130) 5-dr Hatchback . 1 

42,800 miles.£4,695 ■ steel grey with dark interior cd dual climate con- !n Ref | ex si | ver with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav ■ trol, cruise control, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, .. . pn . nn|u p pn ’ 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles..... . £6,995 ■ onl V 58 > 300 miles . £9 - 995 ■ climate contro1 ’ CD changer ’ onl V 68 ’"° mi| es qq _ 

04 04 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi 120 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In metallic silver, with anthracite interior, alloy .to,»»o 

wheels, CD, colour coded bumpers, air con, only 42,955 miles .£5,995 

04 04 FORD Focus 1.6 16v Ghia Hatchback. In moon dust silver with midnight black interior, air con, quick clear 

windscreen, front fog lights, colour coded bumpers, only 48,695 miles .£4,495 

02 52 NISSAN Almera 1.8 SVE 5-dr Hatchback. In caterpillar green with grey tungsten cloth, cd, a/c, reversing sen¬ 
sors, colour coded bumpers, only 44,300 miles.£3,995 . 

02 52 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE. In denim “blue with phoenix blue upholstery, climate control, cd, alloys, only 26,075 miles .... /. \ \ - - 

.£7,995 W I ! MINI I 

01 Y BMW 3 Series 1.9i 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright red with dark interior, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, ■ 

driver and passenger airbags, only 49,125 miles .£4,295 .. ^ 

08 58VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, colour coded I 

bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£8,495 m -r 

08 58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-IT2 5-dr Hatchback. In crystal silver, electric windows and mirrors, CD, multi-function nil IP.M 

steering wheel, only 3,725 miles.£7,995 ^ ^ 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 68 Extreme hatchback. In black with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, remote central locking, alarm, immobiliser, only £35 per year road tax, 27,650 miles.£7,295 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Expression 3-dr in platinum silver met with voile interior, cd, air con, alloy wheels, 

remote central locking, elec windows, alarm and immobiliser, only 4,747 miles.£6,995 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate in panther black with tungsten cloth interior, alloy wheels, air con, colour 

coded bumpers, front fogs, rear spoiler, cd, only 12,800 miles.£5,995 

06 06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering , non ciu/cd . r n/i w men i /i i c +1 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles .£5,995 |■ 04 04 F 9, R R F esta I - 4 ^ L VER Limited Edition. In^W^ 04 54 FORD Fiesta Flame 1.4 Limited Edition 5-dr 1 

06 06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus Sport in pearl black pearlescent with extreme interior, colour coded bumpers, H moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air Hatchback. In Flare orange with Kompass silver I 

remote central locking, alloy wheels, alarm and immobiliser, electric windows, only 22,488 miles.£5^295 H con alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only interior, CD, alloy wheels, roof spoiler, air con, only I 

06 55 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVT-i Sport in carbon quartz met with dark flint interior, alloy wheels, cd, remote central 29,775 miles .£4,995 36,585 miles.£4,695 | 

locking, alarm and immobiliser, elecctric windows, only 51,300 miles.£4,995 

05 55 FORD KA Luxury 1.3 3-dr Hatchback. In Tonic blue with ebony leather interior, air con, quick clear screen, 

CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 16,980 miles.£5,495 

04 54 FORD Fiesta Flame 1.4 Limited Edition 5-dr Hatchback. In Flare orange with Kompass silver interior, CD, 

alloy wheels, roof spoiler, air con, only 36,585 miles.£4,695 

04 04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

edm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 SILVER Limited Edition. In moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 29,775 miles .£4,995 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In Platinum silver with dark grey interior, sunroof, alloy 

wheels, CD, front fogs, only 37,700 miles .£4,795 

04 04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v 3-dr in trophy yellow with sebring half leather interior, cd, roof rails, rearr spoiler, 

alarm and immobiliser, only 41,590 miles.£3,495 

02 02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 

02 52 RENAULT Megane 1 .6 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback in met silver with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 48,060 miles.£3,995 

01 51 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet SE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, digital 

climate control, cd, 16 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, only 46.010 miles.£3,995 

00 X RENAULT Megane 1.4 16v Sport Alize 2-dr Coupe. In Monaco blue with blue interior, air con, CD, alloy h ■ 

L sa^on Automatic: in night fire red with grey interior^ aii oMginaTspecif^atfon, ■ Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 

only 47,215 miles .i.iz. £ 2,995 j Written quotations available on request. I 

Guarantees may be required. 


SMALL 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

View our stock online 


01 


7200 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Gills4Cars.com 


Bridgend Stock 

MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 


£7,975 



r ^£5,775 


07 07 RENAULT Clio 
1.2 Campus, 
grey met, 39k miles 


£15,975 



Finance example 

Amount of credit: 
£4975.00 _ 

35 Monthly payments 
of £163.06 _ 

Final payment of £462.06 
Total charge for credit 
£1194.16 _ 

Total amount payable 
£6169.16 _ 

Weekly equivalent £39.55 

APR 14.82% 

‘Photos are indicative only 


Small Cars 


02 02 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL Special 5dr. Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, a/c, 

e/w, alloys .£3,475 

03 03 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 5dr. Blue met, 47k miles, rcl, pas, e/w, cd 

.£3,675 

03 03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 AUTO. Blue met, 25k, rcl, pas,ew, cd .£3,975 

03 03 SKODA Fabia 1.9 TDi Turbo Diesel 5dr. Green met, 61k miles, 

rcl, cd, alloys .£4,475 

03 53 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 5-dr. Grey met, 52k, rcl, pas, ew, cd .£3,975 

04 04 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression 5dr. Blue met, 32k miles, rcl, 

pas, e/w, cd .£4,675 

04 54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 3dr SXI. Blue metallic, 53k miles, rcl, 

alloys, ew, pas .£4,475 

05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 3-dr. Silver, met, 58k miles, rcl, 

pas, ew, cd .£4,475 

05 05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. Silver met, 50k miles, rcl, ew, 

pas, cd .£3,965 

06 06 VAUXHALL Agila 1.216v Enjoy 5dr. Met purple, 12k miles 

rcl,pas,ew,cd .£5,975 

06 56 HYUNDAI 1.4 Getz GSi 3-dr. Black, met, 15k miles, rcl, ew, pas, 

cd .£4,975 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus 5-dr, grey met, 39k miles, rcl, pas. 

ew, cd .£5,775 

07 07 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr, silver met, 39k miles, ew, pas, cd. 

£6,475 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Life (a/c) 3-dr, grey met, 26k miles, rcl, pas, cd, 
ew .£6,475 

07 07 CITROEN C31.4 Desire 5-dr. Met black, cd, a/c, pas, 12k miles_ 

.£6,975 


Family Cars 


02 02 NISSAN Almera Twister 1.5 5-dr. Mint green met, 19k miles, rcl, 

pas, cd, ew .£3,475 

03 53 MAZDA 6 2.0 TS2 DIESEL (136). Silver met, 80k miles, alloys, 

cd, a/c, ew, rcl .£4,975 

04 04 HONDA Jazz 1.4 DSISE AUTO 5dr. Silver metallic, rcl,cd,ew, 

alloys .£4,975 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Rush 3-dr Silver met, 53k miles, alloys, 

rcl, a/c, cd .£4,475 

05 05 NISSAN Almera Tino 1.8 SE mpv, 31k miles .£4,975 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5dr. Met blue, e windows, rcl, 

5k miles .£6,975 

07 07 PEUGEOT 307 Hdi 90SE TURBO DIESEL. Green/grey met, 38k 
miles, alloys, rcl, ew, cd, a/c .£7,975 


Sports & Executives 


00 W PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4 Coupe AUTO. 75k miles, fsh, met 

purple, many extras inc 2 tone exhaust .£15,975 

02 52 BMW 325ci Sport AUTO Coupe. Blue met, 72k miles, sand 

leather, alloys, a/c, rcl, cd .£7,975 

03 52 PEUGEOT 206cc Convertible. Silver met, 38k miles, rcl, e/w, 

cd, 2 tone leather .£5,975 

03 53 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe SE. Blue met, 51k, full leather, rcl, a/c, 

alloys .£4,975 

04 53 MGTF 1.8135 CONVERTIBLE. Silver met, 31k miles, alloys, rcl, 

e/w, pas .£4,975 

04 04 TOYOTA Celica VVTi. Met silver, 39k, S/H, sports pack, leather, 

sunroof, a/c .£7,475 

04 54 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi 3dr (120bhp) Dynamique TURBO 

DIESEL. 60k miles, panoramic roof, rcl, a/c, e/w .£5,475 

05 54 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SRI AUTO 5dr. Met blue, alloys, 

a/c, fsh .£5,975 

05 05 HYUNDAI Sonata 2.4 CDX AUTO. Silver met, 50k miles, alloys, 

rcl, a/c, cd, full leather .£4,975 

06 56 CHEVROLET Lacetti Sport 1.8. Black met, 30k, alloys, cd, rcl, 

a/c .£5,975 

08 08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamic Sport. Grey, 12k miles, rcl, e/w, 
alloys, a/c .£7,975 


Estates, MPVs and 4x4s 


04 04 DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 Extra MPV, silver met, 22k miles, rcl, ew, 

pas, roof rails .£3,475 

04 04 FORD Galaxy 2.4 AUTO Ghia MPV. Met silver, 901 miles, rcl, a/c, 

alloys, cd, cruise .£5,975 

04 54 BMW X5 3.0D AUTO Sport. Silver met, 104k, fsh, alloys, sat nav, 

cd, climate, full leather .£12,975 

05 54 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive MPV, met silver .£7,475 

06 56 FORD Focus C-Max AUTO MPV. Blue met, 33,000 miles, rcl, 
ew, cd, ac, alloys, cruise .£7,675 


Ex-Motability Cars 

USED CARS WITH NEARLY NEW MILES! 




FORD FUSION 
1.4 Style 5-door 
Automatic 
Estate (Climate) 
Only 22,000 miles! 


New price £±2,975 

OUR PRICE £6,975 


Saving a massive £6 


SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Many, many more available to order 


06 56 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 Design 5dr. Silver met, only 1,900 miles! 

New £8,975 Ours £5,975 Saving £3,000 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 5dr Style Climate AUTO. Only 2,300 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £6,775 Saving £4,500 
56 06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 5dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 4,900 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5dr. Met gold, only 3200 miles! 

New £14,336 Ours £6,475 Saving £7,861 
06 56 CITROEN C3 1.6 SX 5dr AUTO. Met blue, only 5200 miles! 

New £12,182 Ours £6,475 Saving £5,707 
06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life A/C AUTO 5dr. Panacotta, only 4,900 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr. Red met, only 2.000 miles 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 FORD Focus C-Max Zetec 2.0 AUTO 5dr. Met mintgreen, only 4300 miles! 

New £17,172 Ours £6,975 Saving £10,197 
06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Sport 5dr. Grey met, only 2,500 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,500 
06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Expression AUTO 5dr. Met blue, only 1760 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5dr. Met black, only 2500 miles! 

New £10,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.65 dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 1,500 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £7,500 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Red met, only 4,500 miles! 

New £16,795 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,000 
58 09 FORD Fusion 1.4 5dr Style AUTO. Red met, only 1,000 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £7,475 Saving £3,500 
06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique AUTO. Gold met, only 2,700 miles 

New £16,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,500 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Style Climate AUTO. Blue met, only 3,700 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £4,000 
06 56 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec AUTO MPV. Blue met, only 4,500 miles 

New £17,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £10,000 
06 56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5dr. Blue met, only 5,600 miles 

New £13,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £6,500 
08 58 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5dr. Blue met, only 3,000 miles! 

New £10,175 Ours £7,975 Saving £2,200 
09 58 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life (A/C). Silver met, only 741 miles 

New £12,975 Ours £8,475 Saving £4,500 
09 58 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 5dr Hatch. Black met, only 2,600 miles 

New £10,475 Ours £8,475 Saving £2,000 
08 08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 5dr SE. Blue met, only 4,800 miles! 

New £11,475 Ours £8,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 5dr Life. Silver met, only 1,700 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £5,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 5dr club AUTO. Silver met, only 400 miles! 

New £11,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 5dr VTR. Blue met, only 2,200 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £9,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style+ 5dr. Black met, only 650 miles 
. New £12,97 Ours £10,475 Saving £2,500^ 


JBSS« 


BRIDGEND 

PHONE 01656 650446 
FAX 01656 649441 

SOUTH RD/COWBRIDGE RD, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3UL 
bridgend@gills4cars.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Weekdays 9-6 Saturday 9-5 I 
Sunday 10.30-4 


Finance Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


MAESTEG 


PHONE 01656 733149 / NOl/l/ nr> 

FAX 01656 735516 7/1/ M 


FAX 01656 735518 

LLWYDARTH RD, 
MAESTEG CF34 9EY 
sales@gills4cars.com 
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58 CORSA 1.3 CDTI SXI 3DR 

in Black with body kit and — 

upgrade alloy wheels 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 

OUR USED CAR SELECTION 


• ONE YEAR’S WARRANTY 

• HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES 


•TECHNICIAN PREPARATION 
•THESE BENEFITS WORTH OVER £800! 


06 Xsara Picasso 1.6i 16v Exclusive 5dr 

£6,495 




59 1.6il6vVTR5dr Estate 

j m 


Beige 10 miles £9,995 


06 CITROEN C21.6116v VTR Sensodrhre 

£5,995 


57 1 .Oi Rhythm 3dr Hatch 


CITROEN C2 


58 1.4 HDi VTR 3dr Diesel Hatch 
07 1.1! Airplay+3dr Hatch Sp Eds 
08 1.4i VTR 3dr Hatch 
06 1.6i 16v VTR 3dr SensoDrive Hatch 

mm 

08 1.4i Cachet 5dr Hatch Sp Edition 
07 1.4iSX5dr Hatch 
56 1.4iSX5dr Hatch 
55 1,6i 16v Exclusive 5dr Sensodrive 


56 1,6i 16v SX 5dr Auto Hatch Mauve 11,434 miles £6,995 


CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASSO 


58 1.6HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr Diesel Estate Grey 19,441 miles£14,495 
Red 16,501 miles £6,995 08 1.6HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr Diesel Estate Blue 8,749 miles £14,995 

57 1.6HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr EGS Diesel Est Mauve 12,659 miles£l 3,495 
07 2.0HDi 16v VTR+ 5dr EGS Diesel Est Silver 21,659 miles£l 3,495 




08 CITROEN CS 2.0 HDi 16v VTR+ Diesel Sal 

£12,495 


Black 9,091 miles £8,295 
Yellow 12,133 miles £6,295 
Silver 15,846 miles £7,495 
Red 23,521 miles £5,995 

Silver 11,905 miles £7,995 
Silver 35,500 miles £6,495 
Grey 19,342miles £6,495 
Blue 24,769 miles £5,995 


CITROEN C4 PICASSO 


57 2.016v SX 5dr EGS (5 seat) Estate 


Silver 7,723 miles £10,495 


57 CITROEN Cl 1.0 Rhythm 3dr hatch 

£6,995 


07 CITROEN C41.416vSX 5dr Hatch ■ CITROEN C4 

£6,995 




,6i 16v THO VTS 3dr Coupe Blue 2,967 miles £13,995 

,6i 16v VTR+ 5dr Hatch Grey 30,405 miles £6,995 

,6iHDi 16v SX 5dr Diesel Hatch Silver 19,901 miles £7,595 

.616v Cool 3dr Coupe Sp Eds Silver 29,002 miles £6,995 

,6iHDi 16v VTR Plus 3dr Dsl Coupe Silver 10,573 miles £7,995 

,4i 16v SX 5dr Hatch Grey 21,972 miles £6,995 


08 2.0HDi 16v VTR+ 4dr Diesel Saloon 
09 2.0 HDi 16vVTR+4dr Auto Diesel 
58 2.0 HDi 16vVTR+4dr Diesel 
06 HDi 16v Exclusive 5dr Diesel Hatch 

mmm 

58 2.2 HDi HI Van 120ps 33 LI 

06 1.6i 16v Exclusive 5dr Estate 

59 1.6i 16v Desire 5dr Estate 

03 2.0i 16v Exclusive 5dr Auto Estate 
08 1.6 HDi 92 VTX5dr Diesel Estate 


Silver 11,863 miles£12,495 
Red 14,994 miles£13,995 
Blue 18,927 miles£12,995 
Silver 35,000 miles £7,995 

White 5,041 miles £12,645 

Beige 31,000 miles £6,495 
Silver 1 mile £10,995 
Green 48,500 miles £4,295 
Black 25,676 miles £9,995 


58 C21.4HDi VTR 3dr Diesel Hatch 

£8,295 


BASSETTS BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 

www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 


OF CARS IN 
STOCK NOW! 


All cars come with 6 months Road Fund 
Licence & FREE Fuel (maximum £20) 




Massive 


Part Exchange welcome 


04 CORSA 


06 CORSA 1.2 5X1+3DR 

• Turbo 


WAS 

£4499 


WAS 


1.0 LIFE 3DR 


£5999 


s 


* 


NOW 

£39 


NOW ; 

£4999 


09 CHEVROLET MATE 1.0 

• Delivery miles 

• Choice of 7 

NOW Q&S 

£5999 


56 ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE 

• 35000 miles 


Incredible savings to be 
had on New & Used cars! 


WAS 

£6999 


WAS 

£7499 


LOW RATE avaIlab 


09 CORSA PETROLS 

ms 


59 AGILAS • Delivery mileage • Choice of colours 


NOW 

£699 


from £7699 


07 VECTRA 1.8 SRI 5DR WAS 

• with Nav £8499 


07 TIGRA 1.4 EXCLU5IV WAS 
£10499 


from £ 


NOW 

£7999 


09 CORSA DIESELS 


59 CORSA 1.2 SXI 


08 ZAFIRA SR11.9 

CDT1150 


WAS 

£12499 


3DR 

• Flame Red 


• VXR body kit 

NOW 

£1099 


NOW 

£1199 




WAS £11499 

from £10999 


from £8699 


View our used cars online at: 

www.frfmotors.co.uk 


Why choose 
FRFVauxhall? 


OVER 200 


Full Network Q12 mth warranty 
Best part-exchange price paid 
Full service FREE of charge 


No MOT needed for min of 12 mths 
Drive away within 24 hrs 
Very LOW rate finance 


QUALITY USED 
VAUXHALLS IN STOCK 


» LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH! 


Open 7 Days: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10am-5pm (lOam-llam viewing only.) 


Buying with Confidence From Your Main Vauxhall Dealer 


FRF Bridgend 

www.frfmotorgroup.co.uk 


Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend 

Sale Hotline 

01656 647647 


Net work O 

Used cars you can rely on 
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57 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr In diablo 
red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer 
warranty REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 



56 BMW 335 Diesel SE Coupe Auto. In 

dolphin grey with black leather trim, 26,000 
miles . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £19,495 



06 MINI Cooper. In met blue + white, 
37,000 miles, 1 owner with chilli pack and 
climate . REDUCED BY £600 TO £8,695 


Uife 


<3 


06 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In 

black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles 

£4,695 
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05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Twin Port SXi. 

In met silver, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner. 

REDUCED BY £500 TO .£4,495 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES SL55 AMG. In met. Silver with grey leather trim, 33,000 miles, panoramic roof, command Bose etc.£32,995 

BMW 320 Diesel M Sport Auto In black with cream leather, 30,000 miles, 1 lady owner ....REDUCED BY £500 TO £19,495 
BMW 335 Diesel SE Coupe Automatic. In dolphin grey with black leather, 26,000 miles ....REDUCED BY £500 TO £19,495 
RANGE ROVER Vogue 4.4 V8. Oslo blue, cream leather, 56,000 mis, sat nav, tv, xenons etc. .REDUCED BY £1000 TO £17,995 

PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 (Facelift). In met red with grey leather trim, 30,000 miles, superb example at.£14,995 

JAGUAR XJ8 3.6 Automatic. In silver with cream leather trim, 53,000 miles, luxury motoring at.£11,995 

MERCEDES S320 CDi Auto in light met blue with grey leather trim, 71,000 miles. Luxury diesel saloon at .£10,995 

AUDI TT 225bhp. In black with black leather trim, 39,000 miles, with Bose, Zenons etc.£9,995 

MERCEDES E270 Diesel Avantgarde Auto. Steel blue, 59,000 miles, with sat nav .£9,995 

MINI Cooper. In met blue + white, 37,000 miles, 1 owner with chilli pack and climate. REDUCED BY £600 TO £8,695 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In silver, full leather trim, 62,000 miles, stylish convertible at.£7,995 

MINI Cooper S. In light met blue with white roof, 73,000 miles with fsh, panoramic roof, a/c, 1/2 leather etc.£7,695 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 TD4 VX 5-dr. In met red over silver with black leather trim, 56,000 miles, high spec diesel 4x4 at ..£7,695 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique CC. In silver, 43,000 miles, 4 seater convertible at.£6,995 

HONDA Civic Type R 3-Dr. In met. silver, 79,000 miles, high performance hatch at.£5,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE Auto in zircon blue with full leather trim, sat nav, cd, climate, etc .£4,995 

PEUGEOT 206 CC 2.0 SE. In silver with black leather trim, 57,000 miles, 4-seater convertible .£4,995 

RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport 172. In met. black, high specification sports hatch at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

TOYOTA Corolla T-Sport 3-dr. In champagne metallic, 63,000 miles, 1 local owner, FSH.£4,295 

LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 5-Dr. In met. Red with charcoal leather trim, low mileage, local example at.£3,995 

PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0. In silver, with black leather trim, low mileage local convertible. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £3,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Convertible. In red, 91,000 miles, 4 seat convertible at.£3,295 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


CITROEN C8 2.0HDi SXi in turquoise met, 58,000 miles, 1 owner, fsh, diesel, 7-seater.£7,995 

SMART Pulse Automatic 999cc. In black with black leather trim, 11,000 miles, under Mercedes warranty.£6,995 

SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-dr. In red, 32,000 miles with alloys, a/c, keyless go, etc . REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr in electric blue, 30,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 XSi 5-dr in silver, low mileage family hatch at.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi SE. In met-grey, 51,000 miles, comfortable stylish diesel at . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

VW Golf 1.4 FSi 5-dr. In electric blue, superb looking car, 18” alloys, low insurance . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr In diablo red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer warranty. REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 

RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage Automatic 5-dr. In met jade with half leather trim, low mileage .£5,495 

FIESTA 125 Style Climate 3-dr. In white, 33,000 miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Quiksilver 3-dr. 31,000 miles, sought-after limited edition model. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Auto. In silver, 20,000 miles, superb throughout.£4,995 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles .£4,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Twin Port SXi. In met silver, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 5-dr. In silver frost, 49,000 miles with a/c .£4,295 

FORD Ka Collection. In met. black, 58,000 miles, low insurance & road tax.£3,995 

SMART4Two. 700ccTrue Style Auto in met black, panoramic roof, alloys, cd.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi Automatic. In silver, 73,000 miles.£3,995 

VW Polo 1.4TDi SE 5-Dr. In met. Blue, low mileage diesel at.£3,995 

CITROEN C2 1.1 LX 3-dr. In met red with cd, under 40,000 miles, low ins & road tax. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,695 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SXi in silver, 66,000 miles. People carrier at only .£3,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5-dr. In met grey, low mileage local example at.£3,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 5-dr Finesse in steel grey, 94,000 miles, £35 a year road tax .£2,995 

MAZDA 323F 1.4 GXi 5-dr. In met blue, 60,000 miles, practical, reliable hatch at .£2,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 LX 5-Dr Automatic. In champagne metallic, 53,000 miles.£2,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-Dr. In Black, 68,000 miles, alloys, CD etc.£2,995 

DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 Extra. In Met. Red, 78,000 miles, with CD, alloys etc.£2,795 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-Dr. In Black, 69,000 miles, alloys, sunroof etc.£2,795 

DAEWOO Kalos 1.4SE 5-dr. In met-blue, 56,000 miles, ideal family hatch. REDUCED BY £500 TO £2,495 

DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 SX. In met. red, 66,000 miles, with CD, air con etc.£2,495 


01446 722600 IgO 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

www.ga rywa tson motorcom pa ny.co. u k 
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They are scrapping the Scrappage Deal 




ACT NOW - SAVE £2,000 

February and March 2010 


FordNew Fiesta Zetec 
1.25 1 6v Duratec (82PS) 

On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase f 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 
Excess Mileage Charge 


£10,195.00 

£207.47 

£450.00 
£nil 
£450.00 
£9,745.00 
£699.52 
£9,454.52 
£5,515.00 
12000 
6p per mile 



Allowance an’<?£2,550*0 


FordNew Ka Studio 
1.2 8v Duratec (69PS) 

On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase fee*) 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 




Typical 4.9% APR 

Freepost Ford Credit 


BE a le^F n "' n "“' 


?«aV y 4 


£6,295.00 

£101.91 

£450.00 
£nil 
£450.00 
£5.845.00 
£476.84 
£6,718.84 
£3,876.00 
12000 
6p per mile 


Typical 4.9% APR 

Freepost Ford Credit 



FordFocus Zetec 

1.6 16v Petrol (100PS) Euro Stage IV 

On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase fee 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 
Excess Mileage Charge 


£12,295.00 

£250.81 

£1,500.00 
£nil 
£1,500.00 
£10,795.00 
£804.44 
£1 1 ,599.44 
£5,580.00 
12000 
6p per mile 


Allowance an’^ES.SSaOO^iTstorr^r 1 saving 9393 


Typical 4.9% APR 

Freepost Ford Credit 



FordNew Fiesta Edge 
1.25 Petrol (60PS) 

On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase fee*) 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 


£8,695.00 

£161.22 

£450.00 
£nil 
£450.00 
£8,245.00 
£661.28 
£9,356.28 
£5,027.00 
12000 
6p per mile 


Typical 4.9% APR 

***Subiect to finance Deoosit Allowance Daid bv Freepost Ford Credit 

SB ■S”'”' W 


FordNew Ka Style + 

1.2 8v Duratec (69PS) 

On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase fee*) 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 
Excess Mileage Charge 


£7,895.00 

£156.41 

£450.00 
£nil 
£450.00 
£7,445.00 
£584.84 
£8,479.84 
£4,266.00 
12000 
6p per mile 


;*S U a d n e c S e Ind°^ 


Typical 4.9% APR 

Freepost Ford Credit 




FordMondeo Zetec 5 door 


2.0 Diesel TDCi 6sp 


On The Road Price** 

24 Monthly Payments 
Deposit Allowance*** 

Customer Deposit 
Total Deposit 
Amount of Credit 

Total Charge for Credit (inc. £10 Purchase fee*) 
Total Amount Payable by the Customer 
GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 

Mileage per Annum 


£15,995.00 
£371.23 
£1 , 000.00 
£nil 

£ 1 , 000.00 
£14,995.00 
£1 ,089.52 
£16,094.52 
£7,175.00 
12000 
6p per mile 


Allowance ancjES.^saOO^iTstorr^r 1 saving 9393 


Typical 4.8% APR 

Freepost Ford Credit 




s mayrequired 3 9 


Tel: 01446 733248 


VISIT us @ www.pwmillar.co.uk 

Why choose 
FordCredit? 

• Competitive finance options 

designed to meet your requirements (4.9% APR) 

• Simple application process 

with a decision usually in less than 15 minutes 

• Fixed interest rates 

for the loan duration 

• Providing Ford buyers 

with finance products in the UK since 1963 


PW Millai^cgy 


Port Road East, 
Barry CF62 9PZ 
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Incredible... but 
Wales cannot 
expect to repeat 
the Great Escape 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


T HE air of incredulity at the 

Millennium Stadium in Cardiff 
was mirrored in pubs and clubs 
across Wales on Saturday evening, as 
ecstatic rugby supporters celebrated a 
feat worthy of the great escapologist 
Houdini himself. 

Looking at a final scoreboard reading 
Wales 31 Scotland 24, everyone knew they 
had witnessed one of the most amazing 
turnarounds in world sport, the like of 
which will surely not be repeated in their 
lifetime. 

For all of 70 minutes, it had seemed 
there could be only one realistic outcome, as 
a completely transformed Scottish team 
rampaged about the field like kilted 
Highland clansmen of old, scattering 
defenders before them and threatening to 
inflict a defeat of epic proportions on a 
Welsh team still recovering from the previ¬ 
ous weekend’s 30-17 loss to England at 
Twickenham. 

With literally minutes left on the clock, 
and comfortably ahead at 24-14, the deter¬ 
mined Scots must have thought their first 
triumph at the Millennium Stadium since 
2002 was at last in sight - thanks to a mas¬ 
ter-class in cool control by impressive out¬ 
side half, Blues-bound Dan Parks - firmly 
marshalling a typically robust Scottish pack 
and a snappily-alert threequarter line. 

It was then that Lady Luck, who has not 
smiled on Wales too much recently, this 
time turned her face against the Scots, who 
bizarrely began to implode through a com¬ 
bination of injuries to key personnel, 
including Parks and the unfortunate Thom 
Evans - and a catastrophic collapse in disci¬ 
pline, which saw two players in the sin bin 
as the stadium clock counted down towards 
full time. 

Suddenly, 13-man Scotland’s total of two 
tries (one converted by Chris Paterson 
before he left the field injured) two penal¬ 
ties and two drop goals by that man Parks, 
was not enough. 

In a nerve-j angling, dramatic finale, the 
Welsh team launched a series of desperate 
attacks that reaped an astounding 17 points, 
in just about the time it took record-break¬ 
ing Roger Bannister to run the first four- 
minute mile. 

The Welsh points came from tries by Lee 
Byrne and Leigh Halfpenny, with four 
penalties and two conversions by Stephen 
Jones; but fittingly, with the score now level 
at 24-24, the irrepressible Shane Williams, 


who had spearheaded the surreal come¬ 
back, dealt the coup de grace to Scottish 
hopes with a scampering try under the posts 
converted by Jones, with seconds to spare. 

While the battling Scots may well feel 
that justice was not done in the end, and 
home critics point to familiar Welsh failings 
in execution that were again exposed by 
another disappointing error count, the expe¬ 
rience of the two games thus far in the Six 
Nations may yet stand them in good psycho¬ 
logical stead. 

Before the Twickenham match, Lawrence 
Dallaglio repeated his questionable view 
that Welsh players lack mental strength and 
that “heads go down” when the going gets 
tough. 

The perception surely has been emphati¬ 
cally answered in this year’s Six Nations, 
not only by the commendable way in which 
Wales came back to within a whisker of 
winning at Twickenham, but even more so 
in those frantic dying seconds on Saturday, 
when Wales simply refused to concede 
defeat - or even settle for a draw. 

Few teams could have matched the men¬ 
tal strength, never mind the level of physi¬ 
cal fitness required after such a prolonged 
battering, to not only recover but snatch 
victory from the very edge of defeat. 

That said, the Welsh camp will be fully 
aware that their Great Escape cannot 
obscure the harsh truth that Wales were 
second best for much of this game, 

They also know full well that there will be 
no such such happy outcome if the error- 
ridden, defensively-frail performance is 
repeated against next week’s visitors to the 
Millennium Stadium, the formidable 
French, who can already scent a Grand 
Slam in the air after demolishing title hold¬ 
ers Ireland in Paris. 

Warren Gatland and his fellow coaches 
have several key choices to make in the 
starting line-up, not least at half back, but 
have little time to eradicate the weaknesses 
exposed by the Scots at breakdown and set 
piece. 

That said, they will have been hugely 
cheered by the tenacity and never-say-die 
spirit shown by the Welsh players in the 
closing minutes on Saturday. 

If this can be maintained from the outset, 
to smoothly execute an error-free game 
plan, the gifted Welsh backline could ensure 
that French Grand Slam hopes are thwart¬ 
ed yet again, a la 2008! 

It will be a tough challenge but they have 
already proved it can be done. 


Could 
‘Alfie’be 
on his 
way to 
rugby 
league? 


FORMER Wales captain 
Gareth Thomas could be 
poised to make the switch to 
rugby league - and sign for 
Wrexham-based Crusaders. 

Thomas, who began his career 
with Bridgend before moving to 
Cardiff, Celtic Warriors, Toulouse 
and the Blues, is out of contract in 
May, and the Crusaders coaching 
team of Brian Noble and Iestyn 
Harris (a former teammate of 
Thomas) believe he would be the 


type of high-profile signing that 
could help boost the team following 
their recent move from Bridgend to 
Wrexham. 

With the player turning 36 in 
July, there is some doubt as to the 
value he would offer the team, but 
given his high profile in both Wales 
and rugby union, plus the wealth of 
experience he brings to the table, it 
may well be the signing that puts 
the Crusaders on the map. 


Porthcawl Reserves 
grab good away win 


PORTHCAWL Town 
Reserves opened their 2010 
league account with a nar¬ 
row win at Caerau Ely. 

The high-flying visitors, play¬ 
ing their first league match since 
December 12, made light of their 
inactivity by seizing the initiative 
from the outset. 

Porthcawl spurned some well- 
crafted opportunities early on but 
their adventure and attacking 
intent ensured that more openings 
would follow. 

The Seasiders opened the scor¬ 
ing when speedster Marcus Lewis 
beat the offside trap and acceler¬ 
ated into the box to poke home a 
low right-footed drive. 

Laying siege to the Caerau Ely 
goal, the visitors should have 
added to their advantage but 


lacked composure at the crucial 
stage. 

Despite Porthcawl’s torrent of 
attacking onslaughts, Ely were 
threatening to punish the visitors 
for their early profligacy and 
restored parity when their ambi¬ 
tious midfielder launched a spec¬ 
ulative strike from 25 yards which 
caught their opponents off-guard 
and located the top left hand cor¬ 
ner. 

Fortunately for the visitors, 
their immense frustration was 
surpassed by their endeavour and 
Martyn Morgan’s hard-working 
outfit pressed for a second with 
James Davies, Alex Winkler and 
Christian Bold all going close. 

Winger Mark Pickering, who 
was linking up effectively with 
playmaker Winkler, forced the 


Caerau Ely keeper into action 
with a rasping right-footed drive 
and netted at the second time of 
asking, coolly slotting home the 
rebound with his left foot. 

In the second half, the hosts 
played their part and provided 
dogged opposition as Porthcawl 
failed to take their chances and 
put the game beyond the visitors. 

The enterprise and distribution 
of Win kl er and central midfield 
partner Jason Becker, a mature 
influence in the centre of the park, 
provided a platform for some 
expansive football but couldn’t 
produce a third, which ensured a 
nervy finish. 

Porthcawl entertain Treharris 
Athletic this Saturday at Locks 
Lane. 

MP 


It’s another shut-out for the 
Athletic Youth defensive line 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic Youth 
went to Penallta 
for this Welsh Cup 
quarter final 
expecting a hard 
battle and were not 
disappointed. 

In near perfect but 
cold conditions the 
Athletic set about their 
business in mixed fash¬ 
ion, with several 
uncharacteristic han¬ 
dling errors punctuating 
some otherwise dynam¬ 
ic phases of play. 

The Athletic drew 
first blood when from a 
scrum on the halfway 
line, No8 Sean Derrick 
went blind and fed 
scrum half Tom Davies, 
who put winger Lewis 
Harrhy outside his 
opposite number for a 


THE Mules pulled 
off a hard-fought 
victory in this sec¬ 
ond team match 
against their 
plucky neighbours 
Pyle under the 
lights at Kenfig 
Hill. 

There was hardly 
anything between the 
two teams in the first 
half, with the Mules 
scoring a solitary try 
from winger Rhys 
Stanton and a penalty 
goal from outside half 
Lloyd Giles. 

In the second half, 
the Mules tried to move 
the big Pyle forwards 
around the park by look¬ 
ing to spread the ball 
wide as often as possi¬ 
ble. 

This tactic paid off 
and the Mules scored a 


devastating try-scoring 
mn, converted by Tom 
Davies. 

Davies then had a 
successful penalty to 
increase the lead to 10 
points. Sean Derrick 
was having a fine game 
and increased the lead 
by charging through the 
Penallta defence and 
showing great pace to 
finish off under the 
posts. Davies made it 
17-0. 

Tom Davies who 
played a typically intel¬ 
ligent game throughout, 
then chipped ahead 
from a ruck. It was 
gathered by Harrhy, 
who was stopped short 
under the Penallta posts. 

However, the ball 
was recycled quickly 
and some slick handling 
put full back Mike 
Powell over for a gem 


further penalty from 
Giles and three more 
tries, scored by centre 
Alun Brace (two) and 
lock forward Thomas 
Maund, with scrum half 
Matthew Tossel convert¬ 
ing Brace’s second try 
with the last kick of the 
game. 

Andrew Payne kicked 
a penalty for Pyle. 

This local derby was 
played in excellent spirit 
by both teams in front 
of a large and lively 
crowd. 

Hopefully we will be 
seeing more local der¬ 
bies between the Mules 
and Pyle, at all levels, in 
the near future. 

Man of the Match 
was Kenfig Hill centre 
Marc Fitzgerald. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 28-3 Pyle. 


of a try. 

The half time score 
of 22-0 was a fair 
reward for their efforts 
but Penallta were not 
finished and the second 
half was played largely 
in the Athletic half. 

Penallta mixed their 
play up nicely between 
forwards and backs but, 
as always, the Athletic 
defence refused to 
buckle with centres 
James Olds and Tom 
Habberfield and 
flankers Stuart 
Edbrooke and Lloyd 
Evans outstanding. 

Then Tom Davies put 
the game out of reach 
when a penalty was 
awarded 35 yards out to 
the Athletic. 

He was expected to 
go for goal but smartly 
tapped the ball and sent 
it out to James Olds 
prowling out on the 
wing, who used his pace 
to make it in the corner. 

Tom Parry then fin¬ 
ished the scoring with a 
penalty to wrap up a 
commendable perform¬ 
ance and maintain their 
unbeaten record with a 
30-0 victory. 

B TEAM ARE 
PIPPED BY CEFN 
The Athletic ‘Rags’ 
travelled to Cefn 
Cribbwr for this 


floodlight game 
and played a big 
part in a low scor¬ 
ing but most enjoy¬ 
able game. 

The Athletic played 
down the slope in the 
first half and were first 
to score with a penalty, 
which was soon 
matched by Cefn. 

The Cefn defence 
were expecting the 
Athletic to mn at every 
opportunity and fanned 
out from the mcks. 
Realising this, the 
Athletic forwards 
reverted to a pick up 
and go policy and were 
rewarded for their 
efforts when flanker 
Curtis Williams crossed 
for a try from short 
range. 

However, the half¬ 
time lead of 8-3 wasn’t 
enough and Cefn scored 
in similar fashion early 
in the second period to 
lead by virtue of the 
conversion. 

The Athletic upped 
their game and had the 
better of the remaining 
play but were constantly 
banged back with a 
string of penalty 
infringements, leaving 
Cefn with the honours 
this time around with a 
10-8 win. 


PR 


Ltandow Metals 


IN STOCK: 

Puma, Focus, Mondeo, 

I MX5, Morris 1000, Audi A4, 
I micra, Peugeot 206, Citroen 
Saxo and many more... 


Tel 01446 792669 - 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 


Mules seconds 
are too quick 
for Pyle RFC 


























